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26-1622 Yes Grant Oakland Unified School 
District, Madison Park 
Academy-Upper (High 
School) and Elmhurst 
United Middle School

To support the development of OUSD's 
music programs by increasing the 
number of students participating.
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J Dilla Music Tech Grant 
via the Save The Music 

Foundation

$73,000.00

•  

•  

$73,000.00

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

ACTION REQUESTED:

August 12, 2026

Office of the Board of Education

Board of Education

Denise Saddler, Superintendent

BACKGROUND:

Grant Application - Save The Music Foundation - J. Dilla Music Technology Grant - Visual and 
Performing Arts Department

Acceptance by the Board of Education of District's Grant Application to the Save The Music Foundation for the J. Dilla Music Technology 
Grant, seeking $73,000.00 to support the development of OUSD's music programs by increasing the number of students participating, as 
described in the Application, incorporated herein by reference as though fully set forth, at Madison Park Academy-Upper and Elmhurst 
United Middle School, for the period of July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.

Grant Application for OUSD schools for the 2026-2027 fiscal year was submitted for funding as indicated in the chart below. The Grant 
Face Sheet and grant application packets are attached.

RECOMMENDATION:
Acceptance by the Board of Education of a Grant Application for Madison Park Academy-Upper and Elmhurst United Middle School for 
fiscal year 2026-2027, pursuant to the terms and conditions thereof, for the grant year, if any.

Sondra Aguilera, Chief Academic Officer

FISCAL IMPACT:

Type

OUSD received a Grant Face Sheet and a completed grant application for the program listed in the chart by the school.

DISCUSSION:

Review proposed grant projects at OUSD sites and assess their contribution to sustained student achievement

Identify OUSD resources required for program success

The District created a Grant Face sheet process to:

Fillmore Rydeen, Director, Visual and Performing Arts Department
Kehinde Salter, Coordinator, Academics and Instruction Department

The total amount of grants will be provided to OUSD schools from the funders.

•  Grants valued at:

File ID Number
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Enactment Date
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26-1622
8/12/26
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Grant Face Sheet - Elmhurst United Middle School
Grant Face Sheet - Madison Park Academy-Upper

Grant Application - J. Dilla Music Technology Grant

ATTACHMENTS:
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Title of Grant:   
J Dilla Music Tech Grant

Funding Cycle Dates:  
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 

Grant’s Fiscal Agent: 
(contact’s name, address, phone number, email address)  
N/A 

Grant Amount for Full Funding Cycle: 
Music Equipment - Valued at $73,000.00 for Madison 
Park Academy and Elmhurst United 

Funding Agency:   
Save the Music Foundation 
PO Box 2096, New York, NY 10108 

Grant Focus:  
Developing OUSD music programs by increasing the 
number of students participating. 

List all School(s) or Department(s) to be Served: 
Madison Park Academy-Upper (High School)

Information Needed School or Department Response 
How will this grant contribute to sustained 
student achievement or academic standards? OUSD Visual and Performing Arts in conjunction with the Arts Media 

and Entertainment pathway are developing programs that use music 
technology including digital audio workstations, to record and master 
student compositions. This award will provide technology for our 
students to access industry level techniques for live and recorded 
audio production.  

How will this grant be evaluated for impact 
upon student achievement? 
(Customized data design and technical support are provided at 
1% of the grant award or at a negotiated fee for a 
community-based fiscal agent who is not including OUSD’s 
indirect rate of 5.56% in the budget.  The 1% or negotiated 
data fee will be charged according to an Agreement for Grant 
Administration Related Services payment schedule.  This fee 
should be included in the grant’s budget for evaluation.) 

Through interim and final reports sent to the Save the Music 
Foundation. 

Does the grant require any resources from the 
school(s) or district? If so, describe. 

Per the attached agreement, the grant requires OUSD to maintain a 
music teacher position at each of the awarded schools. If the music 
position is eliminated the grantor reserves the right to transfer the 
equipment to another participating school within OUSD or out. 

Are services being supported by an OUSD 
funded grant or by a contractor paid through an 
OUSD contract or MOU? 
(If yes, include the district’s indirect rate of 5.56% for all 
OUSD site services in the grant’s budget for administrative 
support, evaluation data, or indirect services.)

No 

Will the proposed program take students out of 
the classroom for any portion of the school day? 

(OUSD reserves the right to limit service access to students 
during the school day to ensure academic attendance 
continuity.) 

No 

1 
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Who is the contact managing and assuring grant 
compliance? 

(Include contact’s name, address, phone number, email 
address.) 

James Treacy/Fillmore Rydeen 
Director of Visual and Performing Arts 
1011 Union Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 
Fillmore.rydeen@ousd.org 
510-879-8200

Applicant Obtained Approval Signatures: 
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date 

Principal/Administrator  Bianca Lorenz 
Principal, Madison Park Academy

Chief Academic Officer Sondra Aguilera 

Grant Office Obtained Approval Signatures: 
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date 

Dep Supt, Business & Ops Tara Gard

Superintendent 

2 
8/2010 OUSD Grants Management Services 

Denise Saddler
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Title of Grant:   
J Dilla Music Tech Grant - Save The Music Foundation 

Funding Cycle Dates:  
July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 

Grant’s Fiscal Agent: 
(contact’s name, address, phone number, email address)  
N/A 

Grant Amount for Full Funding Cycle: 
Music Equipment - Valued at $73,000.00 for both 
Madison Park Academy and Elmhurst United MS

Funding Agency:   
Save the Music Foundation 
PO Box 2096, New York, NY 10108 

Grant Focus:  
Developing OUSD music programs by increasing the 
number of students participating. 

List all School(s) or Department(s) to be Served: 
Elmhurst United Middle School

Information Needed School or Department Response 
How will this grant contribute to sustained 
student achievement or academic standards? 

OUSD Visual and Performing Arts in conjunction with the Arts Media 
and Entertainment pathway are developing programs that use music 
technology including digital audio workstations, to record and master 
student compositions. This award will provide technology for our 
students to access industry level techniques for live and recorded 
audio production.  

How will this grant be evaluated for impact 
upon student achievement? 
(Customized data design and technical support are provided at 
1% of the grant award or at a negotiated fee for a 
community-based fiscal agent who is not including OUSD’s 
indirect rate of 5.56% in the budget.  The 1% or negotiated 
data fee will be charged according to an Agreement for Grant 
Administration Related Services payment schedule.  This fee 
should be included in the grant’s budget for evaluation.) 

Through interim and final reports sent to the Save the Music 
Foundation. 

Does the grant require any resources from the 
school(s) or district? If so, describe. 

Per the attached agreement, the grant requires OUSD to maintain a 
music teacher position at each of the awarded schools. If the music 
position is eliminated the grantor reserves the right to transfer the 
equipment to another participating school within OUSD or out. 

Are services being supported by an OUSD 
funded grant or by a contractor paid through an 
OUSD contract or MOU? 
(If yes, include the district’s indirect rate of 5.56% for all 
OUSD site services in the grant’s budget for administrative 
support, evaluation data, or indirect services.)

No 

Will the proposed program take students out of 
the classroom for any portion of the school day? 

(OUSD reserves the right to limit service access to students 
during the school day to ensure academic attendance 
continuity.) 

No 

1 
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Who is the contact managing and assuring grant 
compliance? 

(Include contact’s name, address, phone number, email 
address.) 

James Treacy/Fillmore Rydeen 
Director of Visual and Performing Arts 
1011 Union Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 
Fillmore.Rydeen@ousd.org 
510-879-8200

Applicant Obtained Approval Signatures: 
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date 

Principal/Administrator Viet-Ly Gonzalez, 
Principal, Elmhurst Middle School

Chief Academic Officer Sondra Aguilera 

Grant Office Obtained Approval Signatures: 
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date 

Dep Supt, Business & Ops Tara Gard

Superintendent 

2 
8/2010 OUSD Grants Management Services 

Denise Saddler
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J DILLA MUSIC TECHNOLOGY GRANT

LEARN MORE: www.savethemusic.org

EACH STUDENT PRODUCER 
RIG INCLUDES:

Electronic instruments
Tablets & Digital Music software
Sound Equipment
Cases & Accessories

CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT INCLUDES:
Electronic instruments and guitars
DJ Equipment
Sound Equipment
Computers, accessories, and programs
Curricular and resource books
Cables, adapters, hard drives, etc. 

MENTORSHIP AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

The grantee teacher receives a mentorship from an individual
or organization in their community that specializes in music
production. This mentorship provides the necessary hands-on
support and guidance to effectively set-up and implement the
grant that will optimize teacher, classroom, and student
success. Professional development opportunities such as
virtual roundtables are also provided for the grantee teacher. 

Each J Dilla Music Technology Grant includes new musical instruments and equipment focused on
digital music production (student producer rigs), collaborative work in recording, mixing and mastering
(classroom equipment), and teacher mentorship and professional development, a total value of $73,600.

The J Dilla Music Technology Grant* serves public high schools that are expanding their music
programs to include music technology tools and curriculum. This revolutionary program reflects how
music is being made today by bringing integrated 21st century skills to local communities and school
districts. Our goal is to bring out students’ inner creativity, talent, and confidence by teaching them the
fundamentals of electronic music creation, recording, and production. 

For more information on J Dilla and exploring music technology, go to www.savethemusic.org/jdilla 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE GRANT?

ABOUT

savethemusic.org stmschool@savethemusic.org

https://www.facebook.com/savethemusic
https://www.instagram.com/savethemusic
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vh1-save-the-music-foundation
https://www.tiktok.com/@savethemusic
https://twitter.com/savethemusicfdn
https://go.savethemusic.org/JDillaMusicTechnologyGrantPackage2025
https://go.savethemusic.org/JDillaMusicTechnologyGrantPackage2025
https://go.savethemusic.org/JDillaMusicTechnologyGrantPackage2025
https://go.savethemusic.org/JDillaMusicTechnologyGrantPackage2025
https://go.savethemusic.org/JDillaMusicTechnologyGrantPackage2025
http://savethemusic.org/jdilla
https://www.savethemusic.org/
mailto:stmschool@savethemusic.org


CURRENT YEAR 

CONTACT US: matthew.ackerman@savethemusic.orgLEARN MORE: www.savethemusic.org

Learn more about our grants, find music education resources, and see how you can advocate for music
education in your community by visiting www.savethemusic.org/how-we-work/ 

 "Every student involved
here is going through
their own internal
struggles, and our music
program has created a
safe space for these
youth to be able to grow,
learn, and heal through
music"

- Mandeep Sethi, Music
Teacher at June Jordan
High School

"Students are
developing realistic
skills to consider a
future in music
production and related
fields." 

- Christopher Maneke,
Music Teacher at
Southwestern 
Classical Academy

"The J Dilla Music Tech
Grant will undoubtedly
help empower Therrell
High School students
and unlock their
creativity and
confidence needed to be
successful in today’s
world." 

-  Samuel Davis, 
Music Teacher at
Therrell 
High School

savethemusic.org
* Special thanks to Pay Jay Productions, Inc. and the Estate of James DeWitt Yancey for
authorizing our use of the J Dilla name in and in connection with the J Dilla Tech Grants.

J DILLA MUSIC TECHNOLOGY GRANT

OUR GRANT REQUIREMENTS:
The school must be a public high school in the United States.
The school or district must commit to hiring and funding at least one certified music or audio production teacher.
The school must schedule music technology as part of the regular school day, offering a minimum of 45 minutes of
instruction per student enrolled in the music technology program per week.
The school must provide a classroom space dedicated to music instruction.
The school must provide adequate, secure storage space for the equipment, technology, instruments, and materials.
The school or district must accept full responsibility for the maintenance of the donated grant items. 
The grant recipient must complete annual progress reports about the music program and allow representatives from the
Foundation to visit.

http://www.savethemusic.org/how-we-work/
http://www.savethemusic.org/how-we-work/
http://www.savethemusic.org/how-we-work/
http://www.savethemusic.org/how-we-work/
https://www.facebook.com/savethemusic
https://www.instagram.com/savethemusic
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vh1-save-the-music-foundation
https://www.tiktok.com/@savethemusic
https://twitter.com/savethemusicfdn
https://www.savethemusic.org/
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