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Meeting Date March 25, 2026

Subject Ratification of Erate Category 1 Contract with Sonic for Dark Fiber Lease Agreement

Ask of the Board Ratification of Erate Category 1 Contract with Sonic, Santa Rosa, CA for Dark Fiber 
Lease Agreement for the contract term of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2031 at 
$900.00 per month with an optional extension through June 30, 2036 at $450.00 
per month. The Erate program will pay 90% of this cost leaving OUSD to pay $5,400 
over 5 years.

Background The Schools and Libraries Program of the Universal Service Fund, commonly known 
as "Erate," is administered by the federal Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) of the 
Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) under the direction of the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), and provides discounts to assist 
schools and libraries in the United States in obtaining affordable 
telecommunications and Internet access services.

Erate supports connectivity (the conduit or pipeline for communications using 
telecommunications services and/or the Internet) under two categories of service: 
Category 1 - data communications services/Internet access, and Category 2 -
internal connections and basic maintenance.

Erate provides discounts for communications support depending on the level of 
poverty and the urban/rural status of the population served, ranging from 20% to 
90% of the costs of eligible services to schools, school districts, and libraries. This 
year, OUSD has an 81.5% National School Lunch Program eligibility percentage, 
which translates into a 90% funding level for data communications and Internet 
access under Category 1. 

Discussion Our partnership with Sonic has proven to be beneficial to OUSD as it has been cost-
effective, their support has been outstanding and their service has allowed us to 
provide consistent network and internet access to all district sites. A 60-month 
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contract was requested in our form Erate Form 470 #260011309 with an optional 
5-year extension at a reduced cost and included by Sonic in their proposal.

Fiscal Impact As a 90% Erate district, OUSD will incur the remaining 10% balance of the Sonic 
Dark Fiber contract. The fiscal impact will be an additional $5,400.00 from 010-
0000-0-9000-8213-5930-999-9990-9000-9999-99999 after Erate discounts are 
applied. 

Attachment(s) Sonic  Service Lease
Erate 470 #260011309





Michael Ditter Form 470 #  260011309  
Sonic SPIN # 143014699

Direct: 415-405-5918

4551 Steele St, Oakland - 1011 Union St, Oakland

michael.ditter@sonic.com

Dark fiber, 2 strands, 5 year term, with optional 5 year term extension (at a discounted rate), or monthly extensions at the same rate as
the original 5 year term

 Monthly price includes 2 strands of dark fiber between 4551 Steele St, Oakland and 1011 Union St, Oakland.

Dark fiber, 2 strands, Monthly Recurring Charges

Initial 5 year term Optional 5 year renewal/extension

Oakland Unified School District $900/monthly $450/monthly



James R. Traber, OUSD Counsel (as to form only)






























