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Board Cover Memorandum 
 

To Board of Education 
  
From Denise Gail Saddler, Ed.D., Interim Superintendent  

Preston Thomas, Chief Systems and Services Officer 
Pranita Ranbhise, Executive Director, Facilities Planning and Management 
Sele Nadel-Hayes, Executive Director, Facilities Planning and Management 
Carin Geathers, Principal, Burckhalter Elementary School 

  
Meeting Date January 14, 2026 
  
Subject Agreement between Oakland Unified School District and Valley Precision Grading, 

Inc. for the latter to donate a field at Burckhalter Elementary School. 
 

  
Ask of the Board Approval by the Board of Education of the Agreement by and between the District 

for a Donated Field between Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) and Valley 
Precision Grading, Inc., for the design and construction of a multi-sport turf field 
at Burckhalter Elementary School. 

Staff recommends approval of this item, as it provides a no-cost infrastructure 
improvement, aligns with the District’s goal of expanding access to high-quality 
outdoor play environments, and supports OUSD’s field modernization efforts. 

  
Background  OUSD continues to prioritize equitable access to safe, high-quality outdoor play 

and athletic spaces for students. Many elementary school sites have aging or 
degraded play surfaces that present ongoing maintenance challenges and limit 
student use. 

Valley Precision Grading, Inc. has committed to perform the design and 
construction of a new multi-sport turf field at Burckhalter Elementary School at no 
cost to OUSD. Under the agreement, Valley Precision Grading, Inc. will deliver the 
project at no cost to OUSD, subject to District design review and approval. The 
District will retain ownership of the facility and will be responsible for standard 
ongoing maintenance following project completion. 

This agreement is consistent with prior Board-approved donation agreements for 
athletic facility improvements and supports the District’s broader strategy to 
leverage philanthropic partnerships to supplement bond-funded investments. 
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Discussion The donated field will address existing deferred maintenance issues at Burckhalter 
Elementary School by replacing worn blacktop with a modern, durable, 
multi-sport turf surface. Valley Precision Grading, Inc. will lead all design and 
construction work, with oversight and approval from the District. The quality of 
the turf product being installed exceeds typical elementary school field standards 
and will allow OUSD to pilot a new field system that may inform future elementary 
school field replacements. 

This project aligns with the District’s current focus on field replacements within 
the bond program by providing a real-world installation that can be evaluated for 
durability, maintenance requirements, student use, and lifecycle costs. Lessons 
learned from this installation will support more informed decision-making as the 
District plans future investments across multiple sites. 

The agreement includes standard protections for the District, including 
indemnification, insurance requirements, and a prohibition on mechanics’ liens 
against District property. There is no fiscal impact to the General Fund or bond 
program associated with this item. 

  
Fiscal Impact There is no fiscal impact to the District. The project is fully funded by Valley 

Precision Grading, Inc. District costs are limited to coordination, design review, 
and long-term routine maintenance consistent with existing field assets. 

  
Attachment(s) Agreement for Donated Field – Valley Precision Grading, Inc. – Burckhalter 

Elementary School. 
 

 
 
 



AGREEMENT FOR DONATED FIELD 

THIS AGREEMENT FOR DONATED FIELD (this "Agreement") is made and entered into as of 
the date it is signed by the last party below, by and between VALLEY PRECISION GRADING, 
INC., a California corporation (hereinafter referred to as "VPG") and OAKLAND UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, hereinafter referred to as "OUSD" (VPG and OUSD are collectively referred 
herein to as the "Parties" or individually referred to herein as a "Party"). 

RECITALS 

A WHEREAS, Oakland Unified School District owns facilities at Burckhalter Elementary School 
which include space where VPG desires to build a multi-sport field as set forth herein (the 
"Project"). 

B. WHEREAS, VPG is, directly and indirectly, sponsoring the completion of the Project at no cost
to OUSD.

C. WHEREAS, VPG represents it is capable of providing the construction services necessary for
the completion of the Project.

D. WHEREAS, VPG desires to complete, or cause to be completed, those certain tasks for
completion of the Project as described in this Agreement.

AGREEMENT 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual representations, covenants and promises 
hereinafter contained, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. TERM OF AGREEMENT/ENTIRE AGREEMENT

The term of this Agreement (the "Term") shall commence on the date hereof and shall, unless 
sooner terminated in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein, terminate on that 
date on which all of the Services to be provided by VPG for the Project, as described in Exhjbjt A 
hereunder have been completed to the satisfaction of OUSD, and all periods of warranty 
hereunder, if any, have expired. 

This Agreement represents the entire agreement among the Parties and supersedes all prior 

negotiations, representations and/or agreements relating to the subject matter hereof. This 
Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument signed by each Party, and shall not 
otherwise be superseded by any other documents relating to completion of the Services. 

2. SCOPE OF SERVICES, TIME FOR COMPLETION
Agreement For Donated Field - VPG- Burckhalter Elementary School NFL Giveback 
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Approved As To Form:

Signature: __________________________
Name: _____________________________
Date: ______________________________

James Traber, OUSD Facilities Counsel
1/9/2026
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