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To Board of Education

From Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Superintendent
Sondra Aguilera, Chief Academic Officer
Vanessa Sifuentes, High School Network Superintendent

Meeting Date May 14, 2025
Subject Rental Agreement - Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc., - 2025 High School

Network Senior Graduation Ceremonies — High School Network

Ask of the Board Approval by the Board of Education of a Rental Agreement by and between the
District and Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc., Oakland, CA, for the latter to host
six Oakland Unified School District 2025 High School Graduation Ceremonies -
Madison Park Academy, Oakland Technical High School, Castlemont High School,
Oakland High School, Fremont High School, Skyline High School, for the period of
February 7, 2025, through June 2, 2025, in an amount not to exceed $94,320.00.

Background Graduation ceremonies in OUSD can range from an average of 900 to 2,400
attendees, depending on the school and site. Given these audience sizes, we
would like to host all five graduation ceremonies at the Paramount Theater in
Oakland or a comparable location. Hosting large graduation ceremonies at such a
venue allows for the accessible accommodation of large crowd sizes, with house
staff directing attendees in and out of the venue, and audio-visual production staff
and equipment facilitating the ceremony experience. Additionally, venues like the
Paramount Theater provide trained security personnel to monitor events and
screen all attendees via metal detectors before entry.

Discussion The rental cost also includes the presence of on-duty officers from the Oakland
Police Department in the event of an emergency.

Fiscal Impact Resource 0006/S&C Carryover Fund in the amount of $94,320.00

Attachment(s) e Rental Agreement

e Addendum to Agreement
e Memorandum: Guidance and Budget Request - Chief Academic Officer
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RENTAL AGREEMENT
Paramount Theatre
Oakland, California
Operated and Managed by Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc.

This Rental Agreement (“Agreement”), made and entered into this 7th day of February 2025, is
by and between Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc., a California non-profit corporation
{(“Operator”) and Oakland Unified School District {(“Licensee”).

Vanessa Sifuentes, High School Superintendent
Oakland Unified School District

1011 Union Street, Site 987

Oakland, CA 94607

{562) 655-6341

darren.avent@ousd.org; vanessa.sifuentes@ousd.org
WITNESSETH:

The Parties hereby agree as follows:

1. Permission is hereby granted to Licensee to use, upon the express terms and conditions
herein provided, that portion of the Paramount Theatre (“Theatre”) situated at 2025
Broadway, Oakland, California, described as a 2850 seat auditorium and stage
(“Premises”) on Tuesday, May 27, Friday, May 30, and Monday, June 2, 2025 for the
sole purpose of six “Oakland Unified School District 2025 High School Graduation
Ceremonies” (“Engagement”). Licensee is also subject to the terms, provisions, and
conditions of the “Addendum to Agreement” for graduation ceremonies held at the
Paramount Theatre.

2. For use of the Premises for the above-stated purpose on the date(s) and time(s)
indicated, Licensee agrees to pay a flat rent of Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
(5$3,500) per day for use of the Premises for the above-stated purpose on the date(s)
and time(s) indicated and as described in the Addendum to Agreement, plus building
expenses, including but not limited to COVID-19 compliance personnel, ticket printing,
house equipment, house staff, stagehands, ticket takers, aisle captains, projectionist,
medics, porters, stage door guard, security and payroll services, as required by
Operator.

3. Licensee agrees to pay a non-refundable deposit of Ten Thousand Five Hundred Dollars
($10,500) for rent due with the sighed Agreement on or before February 28, 2025 plus
an additional sum of Eighty Three Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty Dollars ($83,820) as
estimated building expenses due no later than April 28, 2025. Both deposits will be
credited against rental and building expenses due. Should the actual costs exceed the
total deposit of Ninety-Four Thousand Three Hundred Twenty Dollars {$94,320),
Licensee shall pay the balance to Operator within thirty (30) days of settlement. Should



the total deposit exceed the total actual costs, Operator shall refund the difference to
the Licensee within thirty (30) days of settlement.

Licensee herewith Deposits the sum of SO to guarantee payment for the following:
damages suffered by Operator, the Theatre or the Premises; cost of excess utilities and
excess janitorial services and work; additional rent for time beyond that for which
payment has been received by Operator from Licensee; and removal from the Theatre
and the Premises of all decorations, debris, rubbish, exhibits and similar items if the
same have not been removed by Licensee within the period provided in this Agreement.
The unused portion, if any, of said deposit shall be returned immediately to Licensee
after Operator has had a reasonable opportunity to ascertain whether Licensee has kept
and performed all of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Licensee understands and agrees that any Deposit(s) made on account of rent and
huilding expenses, as set forth in paragraphs 3 and 4 hereof, is subject to forfeiture if
said rent and building expenses are not paid promptly, when due in full.

Licensee agrees that it shall at all times save harmless, defend and indemnify Operator
and the City of Oakland against all actions, claims, demands, causes of action, liabilities
and damages of every nature, kind and description whatsoever together with related
costs and expenses (to include, without limitation, attorney’s fees) which concern any
and all person or persons and/or property and which may in any manner be imposed on,
or be incurred by Operator as a consequence of, or arising out of any act, error, default,
omission or negligence on the part of any person or persons whatsoever (excepting
therefrom negligent acts, errors, defaults or omissions on the part of Operator) in
connection with the use of the Premises and Theatre by Licensee or persons authorized
by Licensee, its agents, servants, employees and independent contractors.

Licensee shall, at its own expense and at all times during which it uses or occupies the
Premises or the Theatre, provide, maintain and carry (a) commercial general liability
insurance with insurance companies licensed to do business in the State of California
with a minimum of an “A-" rating in Best’s Insurance Guide on an occurrence basis with
policy limits of not less than $2,000,000 as to each occurrence for bodily injury, death,
and/or personal injury sustained or alleged to have been sustained by any and all person
or persons, and policy limits of not less than $2,000,000 as to each occurrence for
property damage sustained or alleged to have been sustained by any and all person or
persons (to include, without limitation, Operator), {(b) workers’ compensation insurance,
as required by law, and (c) employer’s liability insurance with an approved insurance
company and with limits of not less than $2,000,000 for any one occurrence. The above-
referenced commercial general liability insurance shall include coverage for contractual
liahility insuring all of the obligations assumed and undertaken by Licensee pursuant to
this Agreement. The commercial general liability insurance policy shall (i) be endorsed to
include Operator, its directors and employees and the City of Oakland and their
respective officers and employees as additional insureds, and (ii) shall stipulate that
Licensee’s insurance will be primary insurance and non-contributory, and that any
insurance carried by Operator and/or City of Oakland shall be excess. Ifthe law should
at any time specify any additional or other forms of insurance or higher limits than



10.
11.

12.

herein specified, Licensee shall, at its sole expense, procure insurance coverage to
comply therewith. Before Licensee shall be entitled to use or occupy the Premises or
the Theatre, Licensee must furnish Operator with certificates of insurance from
approved insurance companies evidencing that all of the foregoing insurance is in force
and effect and shall not be cancelled without ten {10) days’ prior written notice to
Operator. The requirement of Licensee to procure, carry and maintain insurance, as set
forth above, shall not be in derogation of any other provision of this Agreement.

Licensee shall be required to pay for sufficient security and guard protection so as to
ensure the safety of the public the Premises and the Theatre at all times during which
Premises and Theatre are used and/or occupied by Licensee, or by persons authorized
by Licensee. Operator reserves the right to and shall have the authority to stipulate a
reasonable number of guards, which it deems to be necessary for a particular event.

After consultation with Licensee, Operator shall hire event personnel including, but not
limited to ticket sellers, house manager, ticket takers, aisle captains, stage door guard,
security personnel, stagehands, and projectionists, the cost of all of which shall be paid
by Licensee within 72 hours of invoicing in accordance with the standard labor rate
charges (including Operator’s processing service charge) adopted by Operator.
Stagehands, projectionists, light and sound persons, if necessary, must be hired through
Oakland Local #107, LA.T.S.E. or Qakland Local #169, M.P.M.O. Only union stagehands,
projectionists, light and sound persons shall handle and operate technical and theatre
equipment. Licensee shall, to the extent permissible under law, comply with and be
bound by such terms and conditions of labor agreements executed by or on behalf of
Operator as are deemed to be applicable to Licensee by Operator by reason of, or as a
consequence of, the execution of this Agreement, specifically including, without
limitation, any provisions therein relating to the settlement of jurisdictional disputes
and the determination of working assignments and conditions. Licensee shall, if
requested to do so by Operator, replace and discontinue the employment of any
employee whom Operator determines for any reason whatsoever to be undesirable.

Licensee may not substitute volunteers for house and stage personnel.

A duly authorized representative of Licensee must be in attendance at the Theatre and
the Premises when the doors are opened and throughout each performance. Operator
shall have the absolute right to enter and inspect the Premises and Theatre, or any
portion thereof, at all times.

The sale {including space assigned for persons confined to wheelchairs) of seats in the
Theatre shall not exceed 2850 and shall be in accordance with Operator’s established
seating plan. Licensee shall not sell tickets or issue passes for ten (10) seats in the
Orchestra section, and Licensee acknowledges that such seats are to be reserved for
complimentary use by Operator. Operator may at its option release these
complimentary seats for use by Licensee.



13. Standees shall be limited to 0 in the rear of the Orchestra Rear Section only. Licensee
agrees not to sell tickets to standees except at time of performance, and only from the
Theatre’s Box Office.

14. The services of the Theatre’s Box Office must be employed by Licensee and all tickets to
be distributed for each event of Licensee must be processed and distributed through the
Theatre’s Box Office, unless written permission to do otherwise is granted by Operator.
Ticket sales revenue shall be considered as earned (“earned ticket revenue”) only when
Licensee has fulfilled its obligations under this Agreement, including but not limited to,
presenting the event(s) referred to in Iltem #1 of this Agreement.

Ticket sales revenue shall be retained in trust by Operator, separate and segregated
from any funds Operator controls, on behalf of the ticket holder, until such time as
Licensee fulfills its obligations by presenting the event(s) referred to in ltem #1 of this
Agreement, at which time earned ticket revenue may be dishursed.

15. Programs if any given to persons attending performances in the Theatre shall be a
minimum number of tickets sold and shall not exceed 8-1/2 inches in width and 11
inches in height.

16. When programs are used, Licensee shall have the following announcements inserted in
a conspicuous place in the program, set in bold type and block:

PARAMOUNT THEATRE, OPERATED BY PARAMOUNT THEATRE OF THE ARTS, INC.
PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE!

FIRE NOTICE:

THERE ARE SUFFICIENT EXITS IN THIS BUILDING TO ACCOMMODATE THE ENTIRE
AUDIENCE. THE EXIT INDICATED BY THE LIGHTED EXIT SIGN NEAREST YOUR SEAT IS
THE SHORTEST ROUTE TO THE STREET.

IN CASE OF FIRE, PLEASE DO NOT RUN; WALK THROUGH THAT EXIT.

SMOKING AND VAPING ARE NOT PERMITTED ANYWHERE IN THE THEATRE.

FOR LOST AND FOUND INFORMATION, INQUIRE AT THE MAIN FLOOR, AISLE 3, OR
CALL THE BOX OFFICE AT (510) 465-6400

17. Operator specifically reserves the checking, food and beverage, and parking privileges
and all other concessions. Sale of foodstuffs and beverages shall not be permitted
except by Operator. Licensee shall not bring into the Theatre any liquid refreshments,
ice cream, popcorn, cotton candy, sno-cones or foods, except with the prior written
permission of Operator. If the foregoing is permitted, Licensee may be required to give
Operator a cash bond to guarantee payment for damage to the Theatre by it, or its
employees or patrons, but this bond shall not relieve Licensee from any other liability or
obligation which he may have or owe Operator. Operator reserves the right to designate
areas within the Theatre or Premises which shall be reserved as concession spaces. If
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Licensee sells event-related merchandise, there will be a percentage split of the
proceeds with the Operator. Operator to retain and remit applicable California sales tax.
Operator reserves the discretionary right to designate location, appearance of stands,
and permissible merchandise.

No circulars, pampbhlets, literature or other printed, typed or written matter of any kind
shall be sold, loaned or given away by Licensee or by any person or persons under
Licensee’s direction in the Theatre or any part thereof or in close proximity thereto, nor
shall any collection, donation or subscription of any kind be taken up, solicited,
requested or received at any time covered by this Agreement, unless such circular,
pamphlet, literature or other printed, typed or written matter or collection, donation or
subscription plan be first submitted to Operator at least ten (10) days prior to such
event and approved in writing by Operator.

Licensee shall have the privilege of selling souvenir programs without any advertising,
sheet music, recordings, souvenirs, mementos, photos, religious articles and literature
without any advertising, in the lobby of the Theatre, if the same be under the
supervision and direction of Operator and if Licensee agrees to pay promptly all on
premise sales charges and taxes.

No programs, activities or events in the Theatre or the Premises shall be filmed,
broadcast, televised or recorded without the prior written permission of Operator with
the exception of still photography mutually agreed upon by the Parties. In addition to
the regular rental, Licensee may, at the option of Operator, be required to pay to
Operator an additional sum for the right to film, broadcast, televise and/or record
approved programs, activities and/or events of Licensee.

Licensee represents and warrants that all copyrighted music will be performed or
produced with the express permission from the copyright owner. Licensee represents
and warrants that any and all obligations under the copyright license shall be performed
or completed by Licensee. Licensee agrees to save, hold harmless and indemnify
Operator for any and all liability, claims, costs, actions, and expenses, including legal
fees that may arise out of or from a copyright license agreement, or copyright
infringement lawsuit or both, or any representation or warranty made herein.

Operator agrees to furnish as its complete and sole obligation under the terms of this
Agreement, the Premises in “as is” condition together with the usual and regular heat,
lighting and janitorial service. Any additional equipment or service required and used by
Licensee shall be paid for at the rates established by Operator, and all help and labor
required by Licensee for the giving of any entertainment for which the Premises is
rented by Licensee shall be paid for by Licensee with the exception of the janitorial
service herein provided. Licensee further agrees to pay for sufficient ticket sellers, ticket
takers and aisle captains and a stage door guard and house manager, according to the
rules and regulations of Operator governing the use of the Theatre.

The regular stage equipment furnished by Operator shall consist of the following: the
stage, the house curtain, title curtain, and the border lights as presently installed in the
Theatre. No other equipment shall be required to be supplied by Operator unless
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arrangements are made in writing by Licensee and a charge may be imposed upon
Licensee by Operator for the use of said other equipment.

All electrical equipment brought into the Theatre and used by Licensee shall comply
with and conform to all the rules and regulations of the N.F.P.A,, the ordinances,
statutes and laws of the City of Oakland, State of California and the United States of
America, and to the rules, regulations and directives issued by every government bureau
or agency having jurisdiction with respect thereto. Operator reserves the right to
correct any violation placed upon said equipment, at the sole expense of Licensee, upon
failure of Licensee to comply promptly in removing any such violation.

All scenery and paraphernalia shall be or caused to be fireproofed by Licensee so as to
satisfy standards required by law and the highest standards of accepted contemporary
practice. Placement of scenery and paraphernalia shall conform to all governmental
ordinances, statutes, laws, rules and regulations.

The driving of nails, tacks, pins and similar items in the floors or in any wall, ceiling,
partition, door, window casing or any other woodwork or other portion of the Theatre,
and the changing in any manner or movement of any fixture of the Theatre without the
prior written consent of Operator is prohibited. No stand, platform, booth, electrical
work, partition, railing, enclosure, overhead structure or other structure shall be erected
by Licensee, unless a plan and a description of same is filed with, and approved in
writing by Operator. Licensee guarantees to reimburse, and agrees to hold harmless
and indemnify, Operator for and from all loss or damage to Theatre or any part thereof,
or to the fittings or furnishings of the Theatre or any part thereof, accruing at any time
during which the Premises or Theatre are used by, or are under control of, Licensee or
persons authorized by Licensee, unless due to Operator’s willful misconduct.

Licensee shall vacate the Premises and the Theatre and remove therefrom all personal
property, including all debris, rubbish, boxes, broken wood and similar items before the
period of time for which the Premises is hereby rented. Licensee shall insure that all
booths, exhibits and similar items are removed. Licensee agrees that if the Premises or
the Theatre are occupied or used for such purpose or any other purpose beyond the
time for which the rent has been or is required to be paid, the excess time shall be paid
for by Licensee in accordance with the established rates of Operator, or if none, on the
same hourly basis as the rental provided for herein.

The lights in the Theatre may be shut off at the hour when the time for which rent has
been paid expires, and the lights will be shut off unless arrangements with Operator are
made in advance of that hour for the payment of the fixed rent for whatever additional
time is wanted.

Licensee shall not store or cause to be stored any equipment of any type or kind on the
Premises or in the Theatre for a period beyond that for which the rental charge covers
unless permission to do so is given in writing by Operator and it is further agreed that a
reasonable charge shall be made for such storage unless waived by Operator. The
charge for said storage shall be that as determined and set by Operator in its rules and
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regulations governing the use of the Theatre, if the same so provide, and if such rules do
not so provide, the storage charge shall be that sum which is customarily charged by
commercial stores in the City of Qakland.

Licensee acknowledges that the Premises and the Theatre appear to be in a first-class
condition and fully fit and suitable for the purposes for which they are let.

The Parties to this Agreement shall be excused from the performance of the terms and
conditions of this Agreement, the Deposit returned to Licensee when such failure is
attributable to and caused by an act of God, by the government taking possession of the
Theatre or other government rules, regulations, or actions, by power failure or by other
circumstances beyond the control of the Parties hereto (a “Force Majeure Event”)
(other than Licensee’s ability or inability to obtain appropriate personnel and/or
performers for the Program) that actually prevent the performance of the terms and
conditions of the Agreement. Force Majeure Event shall include but not be limited to
severely inclement weather, serious illness, death, or incapacitation of a key member of
the artist, any present or future statute, law, ordinance, regulation, order, judgment, or
decree (including without limitation county or state health orders), act of God,
earthquake, flood, fire, epidemic, pandemic, accident, explosion, casualty, lockout,
boycott, strike, labor controversy, riot, civil disturbance, war or armed conflict, invasion,
or any other cause or causes outside the reasonable control of the Parties. If any such
Force Majeure Event shall render only some, but not all, of the Engagement to be
unable to be presented, the remaining Performances of the Engagement shall be
presented and the terms and conditions hereof shall thereupon remain in full force and
effect, except as to the number of Performances.

Licensee acknowledges that Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc. is operating and
managing the Theatre subject to the laws, rules, regulations and ordinances of the City
of Oakland, Alameda County, the State of California, the United States, the health
departments of Alameda County and California (collectively “Government Entities” and
each a “Government Entity”). If a Government Entity shall enact or otherwise impose
any law, rule, regulation, ordinance or other requirement that will affect Theatre’s
performance of its obligations under this Agreement so that Theatre cannot perform
hereunder, Theatre shall have the right to terminate this Agreement at no cost, expense
or liability to Theatre and shall refund the Deposit to Licensee (less any out-of-pocket
expenses incurred by Operator associated with the Engagement), and the Parties to this
Agreement shall thereupon be excused from further performance of the terms and
conditions of this Agreement except as provided in subsection (a) below.

{(a) If a Government Entity issues any directives, guidelines, regulations, or the like that
modify the Theatre capacity, close the Theatre, or require enhanced operations or
safety protocols such that the presentation of the Engagement is limited or
materially affected, Theatre may postpone or cancel the Engagement or selected
Performance(s) without liability to Licensee and the Parties will work in good faith to
reschedule any such postponed or cancelled Engagement or Performance(s). In no
event shall the cancellation for any reason of the Engagement or any Performance
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give Licensee the right to reschedule the Engagement or Performance in the

Theatre.
If Operator reasonably determines that the use to which the Premises or the Theatre
shall be put by Licensee is or will be improper, or dangerous to the public health, safety,
or morals, or will, or is likely to endanger or deteriorate Theatre or any part thereof by
fire, water, or other means of any nature, or if Licensee violates any of the material
provisions hereof and fails to cure same within a reasonable period of time following
notice thereof from Operator, then and in that event, Licensee agrees that this
Agreement may be cancelled by Operator upon notice to Licensee. In the event of
cancellation of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 33, Licensee understands and
agrees that no liability whatsoever shall attach to Operator by reason of such
cancellation, unless due to Operator’s willful misconduct.

The performances or events to be given or activities to be conducted by Licensee must
conform to all the laws and ordinances of the city, state, and federal governments. If
Licensee is prevented from completing or conducting its activities, performances or
events because of violation or alleged violation of any law, rule or regulation, Operator
shall nonetheless be entitled to retain any sums paid hereunder and to be paid any
sums due hereunder.

Licensee agrees that there shall be no segregation or discrimination practiced in the
Theatre or the Premises because of race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation,
marital status, national origin, ancestry, A.L.D.S., or A.R.C. against any participant or
against any patron as to admission to or seating in said Theatre or the Premises.

Licensee agrees that it and all other persons, authorized by it to use or occupy the
Premises or the Theatre, shall abide by and conform to the rules of Operator concerning
the operation and use of the Theatre and the Premises during the term of this
Agreement, and that Licensee will pay for all breakage or damage to property caused by
it and all other persons authorized by it to use or occupy the Premises or the Theatre,
unless due to Operator’s willful misconduct.

Any privilege granted to Licensee under this Agreement cannot be assigned without the
prior written consent of Operator.

Licensee understands that performing events have booking priority over rehearsals.
Rehearsal times may be reasonably changed by Operator within fourteen (14) days by
notice to Licensee.

If Licensee has equipment in the Theatre or the Premises, and if Operator wishes to
hook the Theatre or the Premises for ancther attraction on a given day, said Licensee
will a) arrange for equipment to be removed from the Theatre or the Premises, or b) be
charged appropriate performance rates.

Should Licensee fail to fulfill the terms herein set forth, then this Agreement is null and
void, and Licensee shall forfeit all sums of money paid in advance on account of the use
of the Theatre or the Premises.
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Additional provisions or modifications may be attached to this Agreement and when
signed, shall be binding on the parties.

This Agreement may, upon the mutual consent of the parties, be modified at any time.
Time is expressly made of the essence of each and every provision of this Agreement.

In the event any action shall be brought by any party hereto to enforce any term or
provision of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover reasonable
costs and counsel fees incurred therein.

The failure of any party hereto to seek redress for violation of or to insist upon strict
performance of any provision of this Agreement, shall not prevent or dilute such party’s
right to insist later upon such performance of the same or a similar provision or to have
redress for the same or a similar violation.

Every provision of this Agreement is intended to be severable from the other provisions.
If any term or provision hereof is illegal or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such
illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder hereof.

If Licensee consists of more than one person, responsibility and liability hereunder for
the performance of all terms and provisions of this Agreement shall be joint and several
as to such persons. The performance of Licensee under this Agreement is not required
to be guaranteed by n/a on behalf of Licensee, and such guarantors have executed this
Agreement in order to evidence their status as guarantors of Licensee.

The masculine, feminine, or neuter gender, and the singular or plural number, may each
include the others, depending upon the gender and number in the particular context.

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of California.

Any and all notices or demands by, from or to Operator and Licensee shall be in writing.
They shall be served either personally or by certified or registered mail, service shall be
conclusively deemed to have been made upon deposit thereof in the United States mail,
postage prepaid, addressed to the person to whom such notice or demand is to be
given, as hereinafter provided. Any party may change his address for the purpose
hereof by giving written notice of such change to the other party in the manner
provided in this paragraph.

Any notice or demand to Operator may be given to it at:
Attention: Jason Blackwell, General Manager
Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc.

2025 Broadway

Oakland, CA 94612
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Any notice or demand to Licensee may be given to it at:
Attention: Vanessa Sifuentes, High School Superintendent
Oakland Unified School District

1011 Union Street, Site 987

Oakland, CA 94607

This Agreement and Addendum contains the entire agreement between the parties
hereto. No promise, representation, warranty or covenant not included in this
Agreement has been or is relied on by any party hereto. Each party has relied or is
relying on its own examination of this Agreement, the counsel of its own advisors, and
the warranties, representations, duties and covenants in this Agreement itself.

Licensee shall pay in full and when due any and all taxes, excises, assessments or other
charges including sales, use and payroll taxes, levied by any governmental agency to the
applicable collecting agencies with respect to Licensee’s use and occupancy of the
Theatre and Premises pursuant to this Agreement. Licensee understands that use of the
premises may constitute a possessory interest and that interest may be subject to
property taxation. Licensee is solely responsible for any such tax.

No use shall be made or permitted to be made of the Premises or the Theatre, or acts
done, by Licensee, which will cause the cancellation of, or invalidate coverage under,
any insurance policy then in force and concerning the Theatre or any part thereof.
Licensee shall, at their sole cost, institute all procedures necessary in order to insure
compliance with the foregoing undertaking.

Licensee shall not commit, or suffer to be committed, any waste on the Premises or in
the Theatre, or any nuisance or other act or thing which may disturb the quiet
enjoyment of the Premises and the Theatre.

Nothing in this Agreement shall cause Operator in any way to be construed as partner,
joint venture, or associated in any way with Licensee with respect to the operation and
use of the Premises and the Theatre, or subject Operator to any obligation, loss, charge
or expense connected with or arising from the operation or use of the Premises or
Theatre.

Either (a) the appointment of a receiver to take possession of all or substantially all of
the assets of Licensee, or (b) a general assignment by Licensee for the benefit of
creditors, or (c) any action taken or suffered by Licensee under any insolvency or
bankruptcy act, or {(d) any action taken or suffered by or against Licensee which
indicates that Licensee will be unable to perform its obligations hereunder {whether due
to financial inability or otherwise) shall if not cured to the satisfaction of Operator
within 10 days after such event or within 3 days prior to Licensee’s use and occupancy
of the Premises or during Licensee’s use or occupancy of the Premises, whichever first
occurs, bestow upon Operator the right to immediately cancel and terminate this
Agreement without notice or liability to Licensee.



57. At all times during which Licensee is using or occupying the Premises or the Theatre,
Licensee shall comply fully with all laws, orders, regulations and statutes of all
governmental bodies and agencies with respect to safety, accident prevention, safety
equipment and practices as well as any accident prevention or safety provisions of
Operator. Licensee shall conduct inspections to determine and insure that safe
conditions exist and accepts sole responsibility for providing a safe place for the benefit
of employees, patrons and all other persons.

04/07/2025
Date: February 7, 2025 Date: —
Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc. Oakland Unified School District
By: Jason g:ackwell {Apr 8, 2025 09:16 PDT) By: %‘G\AJ”" 8
Jason Blackwell, General Manager Sondra Aguilera, OUSD Chief

Academic Officer

Approved as to form by:

3/31/2025

Roxanne De La Recha Date
OUSD Staff Counsel
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ADDENDUM TO AGREEMENT

The Rental Agreement dated February 7, 2025 (“Agreement”) between Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc.

(“Operator”) and Oakland Unified School District (“Licensee”) relating to the “Oakland Unified School District 2025

High School Graduation Ceremonies” to be held at the Paramount Theatre, Oakland, CA (“Engagement”) is

supplemented, amended and revised in accordance with the following terms, provisions, and conditions. If the
provisions of this Addendum conflict with the terms of the body of the Agreement, the terms of this Addendum

shall control.
The following will serve as an Addendum to the Agreement dated February 7, 2025:

1. Engagement Dates and Times:

Tuesday  May 27, 2025 @ 1:00 p.m. - Madison Park Academy
Tuesday  May 27, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. - Oakland Technical High School
Friday May 30, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m. - Castlemont High School
Friday May 30, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. - Oakland High School

Monday  June 2, 2025 @ 1:00 p.m. - Fremont High School

Monday  June 2, 2025 @ 5:00 p.m. - Skyline High School

2. Ticketing Information

The Paramount Theatre Box Office will provide an allotment of admission tickets on Ticketmaster stock to
Licensee for each graduation ceremony. Ticket allotment will be the general admission capacity less the
number of graduates and faculty.

Individual admission tickets cannot be replaced.

Admission tickets are General Admission. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. Under NO
circumstances, may guests hold or save seats for others who have yet to arrive.

EACH GUEST MUST HAVE A VALID ADMISSION TICKET TO ENTER THE THEATRE. (Babies in arms not
occupying a seat do not require an admission ticket).

Accessibility Information

Accessible Mobility Assistance

Guests with disabilities may be dropped off at the front doors on Broadway and may wait inside the outer
lobby area before the doors open. Please provide a list of guest names who may require mobility
assistance in order that we may better serve them.

There is no elevator in the Paramount Theatre. The Theatre does not provide wheelchairs.

As the Theatre strives to provide an accessible venue for all guests, designated seating for guests with
limited mobility and/or using a wheelchair is provided on the main level of the auditorium, on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Assistive Listening Devices
Assistive Listening Devices are available at no charge at the Coat Check (Main Level by Aisle 1).
A driver’s license, credit card, or some form of identification is required as a deposit.

Restrooms
Accessible restrooms are located on the main level, by Aisle 5, closest to the 21° Street doors.
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Service Animals

Guests with disabilities who are assisted by service animals may bring their service animal with them. The
service animals must be harnessed, leashed, or tethered at all times. Service dogs “in-training” and comfort
animals are not permitted in the Paramount Theatre.

COVID-19 Protocols

In line with current mandates, we no longer require masks, proof of vaccination, or a negative COVID test to
enter the Paramount Theatre. However, we strongly encourage you to get vaccinated and boosted to keep
our community healthy and thriving.

Masks are strongly recommended for all events. It is recommended that whenever possible, everyone wear
a non-vented respirator, such as an N95, KN95, or KF94 respirator, or a well-fitting surgical mask with a
cloth mask over it.

*Please note that this policy is subject to change per school’s request.

Security Checks
The Paramount Theatre conducts security screening at every event. No bags larger than 18” x 12” x 12" will

be permitted in the theatre. All bags subject to search upon entry. Large bags, briefcases, camera bags, and
luggage are prohibited.

Prohibited Items

Weapons, outside food and beverage, cans, glass bottles, thermos-type containers, balloons, laser pens,
selfie-sticks, Go-Pros, masks, sealed or wrapped packages, tripods, glitter, silly string, confetti, streamers,
banners, flags or signs of any kind, and noisemakers such as but not limited to air horns, whistles, cow bells.

Photographs
Fire Code regulations state that aisles must remain clear at all times. Photographs may be taken from the

seating area and outside after the ceremony.

Professional photography services are provided at the ceremony.

Behavior

Graduation is a time for family and friends to celebrate. Active cheering and enthusiasm is encouraged and
individual conduct must be bound by law and the rights of others to enjoy the graduation ceremony. Guest
behavior cannot be unreasonable so as to offend others or be unreasonably abusive to Paramount Theatre
staff and volunteers. Guests using foul language or exhibiting unreasonable behavior are subject to
eviction. The Paramount Theatre staff reserves the right to evict guests whose behavior seriously affects
the ability of others to enjoy the graduation ceremony.

PLEASE respect the Paramount Theatre — NO feet on seats; NO standing on the chairs or on the arm rests.
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PLEASE do not place items on the edge of the orchestra pit, the stage ledge, or on the ledge in front of the
first row of the balcony seats.

9. Public Transportation
Please encourage family and friends to take public transportation. The 19™" Street BART Station is less than
100 feet away from the Theatre’s front doors on Broadway.

10. Parking
The closest parking garage to the Paramount Theatre is the Telegraph Plaza Garage located at the corner of

Telegraph and 21°t Street. The entrance to the garage is on Telegraph Avenue. Please plan to arrive early.

11. Graduation Ceremony
The ceremony will begin promptly with the entry of graduates and academic procession. The graduates
and faculty will be seated in the reserved seats on the main floor of the auditorium facing the stage.

Each graduate will be called to the stage by name to receive their diploma and will return to his or her seat.

At the end of the ceremony, the faculty will lead the recessional followed by the graduates. In order for all
to depart the auditorium safely and in an orderly manner, the graduates will be the first to leave the
auditorium, then guests are welcome to leave their seats to meet the graduates outside.

12. Ceremony Assistance Positions — School Responsibility
a) Organizer Before and After Ceremony
Please organize the graduates outside on 21° Street before and after the ceremony. For visibility
purposes, please use overhead signage attached to poles to identify each class, and to assist in
reuniting family and friends with graduates after the ceremony.

b) Ceremony Pacer
A Ceremony Pacer times the procession of the graduates; keeps the graduates in formation as they
proceed into the Theatre and auditorium.

c) Ceremony Liaison
The Ceremony Liaison will be responsible for dealing with any questions/issues that may arise from
guests, students, and faculty. The Ceremony Liaison will also be responsible for management of
reserved seats should changes occur close to the ceremony start time. It is important that the
Ceremony Liaison be the sole designate to liaise with the Paramount Theatre Operations Manager
before, during, and after the graduation ceremony. The Ceremony Liaison may also work closely
with the Graduation Coordinator.

d) Graduation Coordinator
The Graduation Coordinator will work closely with the Paramount Theatre Operations Manager to
advance the technical needs of the graduation ceremony.
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13. Additional Matters

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Police Officers
Please advise the Paramount Theatre Operations Manager if Police will be present and provide a
description of their duties and responsibilities.

Media

Please advise the Paramount Theatre Operations Manager on how media requests are to be
handled. Additionally, please inform the Paramount Theatre Operations Manager in advance of the
graduation day if the school has had any negative issues that may draw media attention.

Extra Programs
Please provide extra programs which the Paramount Theatre Front of House staff will distribute to
those guests who do not have an admission ticket and must wait outside.

Clean-Up Fees
Additional fees of $1500 may be charged to the Licensee should Prohibited Items listed in Item #6
above cause extraordinary clean-up either inside and/or outside the Theatre.

Stage Door Access

Backstage capacity is limited due to Fire Code regulations. In order to ensure everyone’s safety,
please provide, no later than end of business May 12, 2025, to Vincent Thomas, Theatre Operations
Manager, Paramount Theatre, a list of guests permitted backstage. For guests permitted backstage
without a valid ticket, access will be restricted to the backstage area only. For guests permitted
backstage that also hold a valid ticket, those guests may take a seat in the auditorium or remain
backstage.

The above provisions are made a part of the aforementioned Agreement and are agreed and understood by the
parties signed hereunder.

Date: February 7, 2025 Date: 4/1/2025

Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Inc. Oakland Unified School District

v

Jason Blackwell, General Manager Sondra Augilera, OUSD Chief Academic Officer

Approved as to form by:

@_f/\"’ 2/27/2025

Roxanne De La Rocha Date
OUSD Staff Counsel
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HIGH SCHOOL LINKED LEARNING OFFICE

To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

MEMORANDUM
OUSD Board of Education

Sondra Aguilera, Chief Academic Officer
Vanessa Sifuentes, High School Network Superintendent

October 1, 2024

High School Graduation Ceremony Guidance and Budget Request

We are writing to inform the Board of Education of new guidelines being implemented district-wide at OUSD
High School Graduation Ceremonies, effective the 2024-2025 school year, and to request financial support to
ensure OUSD can provide all graduates and guests a joyful and safe graduation experience.

The following safety guidelines were developed with input from high school and central leadership in the
spring and summer of 2024 and will be implemented at all high school graduation ceremonies moving forward:
® Graduation ceremonies will be held indoors.
e large bags, totes, backpacks, etc., will not be allowed inside graduation venues.
® Guests will be screened via metal detectors before entering graduation ceremonies.
e Time at the graduation venue after the ceremony will be limited, and attendees will need to exit the
graduation venue promptly.
e Guests and graduates will be able to report suspicious or concerning activity before/during the
graduation ceremony through an anonymous reporting system.

Request: To implement these guidelines effectively across ceremonies, the High School Network requests the
following support:

1. Reservation of concert/theater venue(s) to host graduation ceremonies for large high schools:

Rationale:

O Graduation ceremonies for Castlemont High School, Fremont High School, Oakland High,

Oakland Tech, and Skyline High School average between nine hundred and two thousand four
hundred attendees. Given these audience sizes, we would like to host all five graduation
ceremonies at the Paramount Theater in Oakland or a comparable location. Hosting large
graduation ceremonies at such a venue allows for the accessible accommodation of large crowd
sizes, house staff to direct attendees in and out of the venue, and audio/visual production staff
and equipment to facilitate the ceremony experience. Additionally, venues like the Paramount
Theater provide trained security personnel to monitor events and screen all attendees via metal
detectors before entry. The rental cost also includes the presence of on-duty officers from the
Oakland Police Department in case of emergency.

We would also like to support medium-size high schools to host their graduation ceremonies at
outside venues as they have done in the past or wish to do beginning with the class of 2025.

1011 Union Street, Suite 964, Oakland, CA 94607 www.ousd.org
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Smaller venues also provide accessible accommodations for attendees who need access due to
disability needs and audio/visual production staff and equipment to ensure a high-quality
ceremony experience. Safety and security personnel are not typically provided by smaller
venues, which would require that OUSD secure additional safety and security staff in addition to
the minimal venue cost (approximately $3,000 per ceremony).

o Projected cost: ~$108,000 (~$31,000 per day, three days, up to two graduation ceremonies per
day for ceremonies held at the Paramount Theater, $15,000 for five medium-sized high schools
to host graduation ceremonies at an off-campus venue, such as Northeastern Mills College)

HIGH SCHOOL LINKED LEARNING OFFICE

2. Security personnel for graduation ceremonies held at OUSD sites:

Rationale:

o Most graduation ceremonies held at OUSD sites have an average of 200 to 400 attendees.
Though these ceremonies are smaller, they would still benefit from security personnel trained in
safety and security procedures for events of this size, with experience using metal detectors and
other appropriate safety techniques to screen attendees before entering our graduation venues.
We would like to hire OUSD Culture Keepers to serve as security staff at our graduation
ceremonies, given that they are most knowledgeable about working with our students and
families. In cases where Culture Keeper staff is unavailable or additional safety staff is needed,
we will hire outside security personnel.

o Projected cost: ~$68,000 (54,000 per ceremony, seventeen graduation ceremonies*)

The total cost of our graduation planning is $176,000. Given off-site ceremony venues and security personnel
must be confirmed at least six months in advance, we would appreciate a response by October 22, 2024, so
that our school sites and Network can resume planning for our upcoming graduation ceremonies. Please
contact us with any questions, and thank you for considering our request.

*Seventeen ceremonies include Bunche Academy (Winter and Spring graduations), Coliseum College Prep Academy, Dewey
Academy (Winter and Spring graduations), Gateway to College, Life Academy, Madison Park Academy 6-12, McClymonds HS,
MetWest, Oakland Adult and Career Education, Oakland International HS, Rudsdale High School (Winter and Spring graduations),
Sojourner Truth, Street Academy, and the Young Adult Program.

1011 Union Street, Suite 964, Oakland, CA 94607 www.ousd.org
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