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24-1565 Yes Grant Oakland Unified School 
District, Castlemont and 

Skyline High Schools (via 
the Visual and Performing 

Arts Department)

To support the development of 
OUSD music programs by 
increasing the number of students 
participating.

June 3, 2024 - 
June 30, 2025

N/A Value of $180,000.00 
(Music Equipment 

approximately valued at 
$90,000.00 per school.  

No cash award.

•  

•  

$180,000.00

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

ACTION REQUESTED:

June 26, 2024

Office of the Board of Education

Board of Education

Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Superintendent

Approval by the Board of Education of a Grant Agreement by and between the District and Save The Music Foundation, Inc., New 
York, NY, with former accepting music equipment valued at $90,000.00 per school site, to support the development of OUSD music 
programs by increasing the number of students participating at Castlemont and Skyline High Schools, as described in the agreement 
submitted for the 2024-2025 grant cycle, incorporated herein by reference as though fully set forth, for the term June 3, 2024 - June 
30, 2025.

BACKGROUND:
Grant Agreement for OUSD schools for the 2024-2025 fiscal year was submitted for funding as indicated in the chart below. The 
Grant Face Sheet and grant application packets are attached.

RECOMMENDATION:
Approval by the Board of Education of a Grant Agreement for Castlemont and Skyline High Schools for fiscal year 2024-2025, 
pursuant to the terms and conditions thereof, for the grant year, if any.

Sondra Aguilera, Chief Academic Officer
Fillmore Rydeen, Director, Visual and Performing Art Department

Grant Agreement - Save The Music Foundation, Inc. - Castlemont and Skyline High Schools - Visual and 
Performing Arts Department

The total amount of grants will be provided to OUSD schools from the funders.
FISCAL IMPACT:

Type

OUSD received a Grant Face Sheet and a completed grant application for the program listed in the chart by the school.

DISCUSSION:

Review proposed grant projects at OUSD sites and assess their contribution to sustained student 
achievement
Identify OUSD resources required for program success

The District created a Grant Face sheet process to:

•  Grants valued at:
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Grant Agreement
Grant Face Sheet

ATTACHMENTS:

Page 2 of 2



Title of Grant:
J Dilla Music Tech Grant

Funding Cycle Dates
June 3, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Grant’s Fiscal Agent:
(contact’s name, address, phone number, email address)
N/A

Grant Amount for Full Funding Cycle:
N/A - Music Equipment valued at 90K per school.  
Not a cash award.

Funding Agency:
Save the Music Foundation
PO Box 2096, New York, NY 10108

Grant Focus:
Developing OUSD music programs by increasing the
number of students participating.

List all School(s) or Department(s) to be Served:
Skyline High School and Castlemont High School

Information Needed School or Department Response
How will this grant contribute to sustained
student achievement or academic standards?

OUSD Visual and Performing Arts in Conjunction with the Arts Media
and Entertainment pathway are developing programs that use music
technology including digital audio workstations, to record and master
student compositions. This award will provide technology for our
students to access industry level techniques for live and recorded
audio production.

How will this grant be evaluated for impact
upon student achievement?
(Customized data design and technical support are provided at
1% of the grant award or at a negotiated fee for a
community-based fiscal agent who is not including OUSD’s
indirect rate of 5.56% in the budget. The 1% or negotiated
data fee will be charged according to an Agreement for Grant
Administration Related Services payment schedule. This fee
should be included in the grant’s budget for evaluation.)

Through interim and final reports sent to the Save the Music
Foundation.

Does the grant require any resources from the
school(s) or district? If so, describe.

The grant requires OUSD to maintain a music teacher position at
each of the awarded schools.

Are services being supported by an OUSD
funded grant or by a contractor paid through an
OUSD contract or MOU?
(If yes, include the district’s indirect rate of 5.56% for all
OUSD site services in the grant’s budget for administrative
support, evaluation data, or indirect services.)

No

Will the proposed program take students out of
the classroom for any portion of the school day?
(OUSD reserves the right to limit service access to students
during the school day to ensure academic attendance
continuity.)

No
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Who is the contact managing and assuring grant
compliance?
(Include contact’s name, address, phone number, email
address.)

Fillmore Rydeen
Director of Visual and Performing Arts 
1011 Union Street
Oakland, CA 94607
Fillmore.rydeen@ousd.org
510-879-8200

Applicant Obtained Approval Signatures:
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date

Principal/Administrator Joseph Blasher
Rebecca Huang

Chief Academic Officer Sondra Aguilera

Grant Office Obtained Approval Signatures:
Entity Name/s Signature/s Date

Senior Business Officer Lisa Grant-Dawson

Superintendent Kyla Johnson-Trammell
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5/7/2024

5/30/2024

Rebecca Huang
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have caused this 
agreement to be executed with full authority and effect on this 3th day of June, 
2024. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CO-CHAIR 
Elena Diaz MTV Entertainment Group 

CO-CHAIR 
Allen Murabayashi PhotoShelter 

Candice Brancazio Paramount Media Networks 

Sway Calloway Paramount, SiriusXM Radio 

Brianna Cayo Cotter MTV Entertainment Group 

Jesse Collins Jesse Collins Entertainment 

Wanda Coriano MTV 

Nyasha Foy Sotheby’s 

Leslie Fram CMT 

Jennifer Grady Crowell & Moring LLP 

Suzanne Hall Temple University 

Grace Hong TPG Global 

Cesar Martinez Loaded Studios 

Chris McCarthy MTV Entertainment Group 

Kevin Ng Tilden Park Capital 

Nicole Portwood Salad and Go 

Malika Quemerais META 

Alan Sartirana ANTHEMIC Agency 

Laurie Schell Arts & Education Leader 

Larry Wade Decible Entertainment 

Nat Zilkha Firebird Music Holdings 

FOUNDER 
John Sykes iHeartMedia 

Henry Donahue Executive Director 

P.O. Box 2096 
New York, NY 10108-2096 

Visit our website at: 
savethemusic.org 

@SaveTheMusic 

Approve As To Form by OUSD Legal Department: 

________________________________ 
Jenine Lindsey, Asst. General Counsel 
Interim General Counsel 

05/20/24

6/27/2028

Benjamin Davis, President,
Board of Education   
6/27/2024

EDGAR Rakestraw
Benjamin Davis

EDGAR Rakestraw
Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Secretary
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