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Board Cover Memorandum
To Board of Education 

From Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Superintendent 
Lisa Grant-Dawson, Chief Business Officer 
Kimberly Raney, Executive Director of Transportation & Logistics 
Rosaura Altamirano, Senior Manager, Supply Chain & Logistics 

Meeting Date September 13, 2023 

Subject Resolution No. 2324-0132 Declaring It Is In The Best Of The District To 
Piggyback On And Enter Into A Contract With School Specialty, LLC 
Properly Entered Into Through OMNIA Partners, Public Sector.   

Ask of the Board Adoption of Resolution No. 2324-0132 Declaring It Is In The Best Of The 
District To Renew Its Piggyback On And Enter Into A Contract With School 
Specialty, LLC Properly Entered Into Through OMNIA Partners, Public 
Sector 

Background Public Contract Code section 20188 allows OUSD to “piggyback” on an 
existing contract without OUSD needing to separately bid the contract so 
long as (i) the contract was properly bid, awarded, executed, and 
approved and (ii) the Board determines that it in the best interest of the 
District. 

Discussion OMNIA Partners, Public Sector (“OMNIA”) is a cooperative purchasing 
organization that makes contracts available for “piggybacking” to state 
and local governments, including school districts. Through OMNIA, the 
Board of Directors of Region 4 Education Service Center, serving as the 
lead agency, issued an RFP to establish a national cooperative contract for 
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Educational School Supplies. School Specialty was one of three companies 
that was awarded a contract (“Agreement”). 

The Resolution finds that the Agreement was properly bid, awarded, 
executed, and approved and further declares that piggybacking on the 
School Specialty, LLC contract is in the best interest of the District. The 
Resolution then accepts the offer of contract with School Specialty, LLC 
pursuant to the same terms and conditions found in the Agreement, up to 
a fiscal year not-to-exceed amount of $2,000,000 through June 30, 2024, 
and approves the associated Piggyback Agreement. Under the Piggyback, 
the District will benefit from a 35% catalog discount and a 14% off list price 
for Furniture and Equipment items (among other benefits) 

Fiscal Impact Up to $2,000,000 each fiscal year from various District-wide accounts. 

Attachment ● Resolution No. 2324-0132 Declaring It Is In The Best Of The District To
Piggyback On And Enter Into A Contract With School Specialty, LLC
Properly Entered Into Through Omnia Partners, Public Sector

● Piggyback Agreement Between School Specialty, LLC and Oakland
Unified School District

● School Specialty, LLC Piggyback Invitation Letter
● Original RFP contract between Omnia Partners, Public Sector; Region

4 Education Service Center and School Specialty, LLC
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RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Resolution No. 2324-0132 

Declaring It Is In The Best Of The District To Piggyback On And Enter Into A Contract With School 
Specialty, LLC Properly Entered Into Through Omnia Partners, Public Sector  

WHEREAS, Public Contract Code section 20118 (“section 20118”) permits a school district, “without 
advertising for bids,” to contract with “any public corporation or agency, including any county, city, 
town, or district, to . . . purchase materials, supplies, equipment, . . . and other personal property 
for the district in the manner in which the public corporation or agency is authorized by law to make 
the . . . purchases from a vendor” if the school Board determines it to be in the “best interests of 
the district”;  

WHEREAS, section 20118 further permits a school district to contract with a vendor that has an 
existing contract with another public corporation or agency “under the same terms that are 
available to the public corporation or agency under the existing contract”; 

WHEREAS, OMNIA Partners, Public Sector (“OMNIA”) is a cooperative purchasing organization for 
state and local government, K-12 education, colleges and universities; 

WHEREAS, through OMNIA, the Board of Directors of Region 4 Education Service Center, serving as 
the lead agency, issued RFP #19-05 on December 5, 2018, to establish a national cooperative 
contract for Educational School Supplies; 

WHEREAS, the solicitation included the following cooperative purchasing language in Sections I – 
Scope of Work: 

Region 4 ESC, as the Principal Procurement Agency, defined in APPENDIX D, has partnered with OMNIA Partners 
to make the resultant contract (also known as the “Master Agreement” in materials distributed by OMNIA Partners) 
from this solicitation available to other public agencies nationally, including state and local governmental entities, public 
and private primary, secondary and higher education entities, non-profit entities, and agencies for the public benefit 
(“Public Agencies”), through OMNIA Partners’ cooperative purchasing program. The Region 4 ESC is acting as the 
contracting agency for any other Public Agency that elects to utilize the resulting Master Agreement. Use of the Master 
Agreement by any Public Agency is preceded by their registration with OMNIA Partners (a “Participating Public Agency”). 
APPENDIX D contains additional information about OMNIA Partners and the cooperative purchasing agreement; 

WHEREAS, on January 24, 2019, ten (10) proposals were received, including from Office Depot, 
Lakeshore Learning, and School Specialty (separately, “Vendor”; collectively, “Vendors”); 

WHEREAS, the proposals were evaluated by an evaluation committee and the committee, using the 
evaluation criteria established in the RFP, elected to recommend separate awards to each Vendor; 

WHEREAS, the Vendors submitted comparable proposals with competitive pricing and product 
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ranges; and 

WHEREAS, on April 23, 2019, the Board of Directors of Region 4 Education Service Center approved 
separate awards for Educational School Supplies to each Vendor; and  

WHEREAS, a contract with School Specialty (“Agreement”) was executed with an effective date of 
July 1, 2019, and an initial term of three (3) years (through June 30, 2022) with the option to renew 
for two (2) additional one-year periods (through June 30, 2024). 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Region 4 Education Service Center renewed for one (1) 
additional year (through June 30, 2024) before the contract expires. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education (“Board”) finds that the Agreement 
was properly bid, awarded, executed, and approved based on the representation of OMNIA and 
Region 4 Education Service Center, and the documents provided to OUSD and available at 
http://public.omniapartners.com/suppliers/school-specialty/contract- documentation#c36165, 
all of which are incorporated herein by reference; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board declares that it is in the best interest of the District to 
contract with School Specialty, hereby accepts the offer of contract with School Specialty pursuant 
to the same terms and conditions found in the Agreement up to a fiscal year not-to- exceed 
amount of $2,000,000 through June 30, 2024, and approves the Piggyback Agreement with School 
Specialty. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District this 13th 
day of September, 2023, by the following vote:  

PREFERENTIAL AYE: None

PREFERENTIAL NOE: None 

PREFERENTIAL ABSTENTION: None

PREFERENTIAL RECUSE: None 

AYES: Benjamin "Sam" Davis, Jennifer Brouhard, VanCedric Williams, Valarie Bachelor, Vice
            President Clifford Thompson, President Mike Hutchinson

NOES:None 

ABSTAINED: None
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RECUSED: None

ABSENT: (Vacancy), Anevay Cruz (Student Director), Vida Mendoza (Student Director)

CERTIFICATION 

We hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a Resolution passed at a 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District held on August 9, 
2023. 

 Legislative File 
File ID Number: 23-1875
Introduction Date: 
Enactment Number: 
Enactment Date: 
By: 

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

___________________________________________ 
Mike Hutchinson 
President, Board of Education 

___________________________________________ 
Kyla Johnson-Trammell 
Superintendent and Secretary, Board of Education 
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PIGGYBACK AGREEMENT

This Piggyback Agreement (“Piggyback”) is entered into this 28th day of September, 2023 
(“Effective Date”) by and between the Oakland Unified School District (“OUSD”) and School 
Specialty, LLC (“VENDOR”, together with “OUSD,” “PARTIES”).

WHEREAS, VENDOR is part of and subject to that certain Bid/Agreement/Contract No. R190503 
(Educational School Supplies) and R191815 (Furniture, Installation and Related Services)
(“Agreement”) by and between VENDOR and Region 4 Education Service Center/OMNIA 
Partners.

WHEREAS, VENDOR wishes to provide to OUSD with products and/or services subject to the 
Agreement and as set forth herein;

WHEREAS, OUSD desires to obtain such products and/or services from VENDOR subject to the 
Agreement and as set forth herein;

WHEREAS, Public Contract Code section 20188 allows OUSD to “piggyback” on an existing 
contract without OUSD needing to separately bid the contract so long as (i) the OUSD Board of 
Education determines that it in the best interest of the District and (ii) the contract was properly 
bid, awarded, executed, and approved; and

WHEREAS, the OUSD Board of Education has determined that it is in the best interest of OUSD 
to piggyback on the Agreement and VENDOR represents that the Agreement was properly bid, 
awarded, executed, and approved.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and mutual covenants contained herein 
and other good and valuable consideration, the adequacy and receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the PARTIES agree as follows:

1. Incorporation. This Piggyback incorporates herein by reference the Agreement as if fully
set forth herein and gives the Agreement thereto full force and effect as between OUSD
and VENDOR.

2. Pricing. VENDOR agrees to supply to OUSD those products and services as set forth in
the Agreement. The compensation under this Piggyback shall not exceed $2,000,000.

3. Term and Termination. This Piggyback will be effective for the Term as set forth in the
Agreement. Either party may terminate this Piggyback without cause by providing the
other party with thirty (30) days prior written notice.

4. Payment Terms. VENDOR shall submit to OUSD on a monthly basis an invoice for all
purchases. Invoices are due sixty (60) days from the date of invoice. VENDOR shall have
the right to establish the credit limit of OUSD and VENDOR shall have the right to lower
such credit limit or refuse to ship any orders if at any time; (a) OUSD is delinquent in
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making payments to VENDOR, or (b) in VENDOR’s reasonable opinion, OUSD’s credit
standing becomes impaired or reasonably unsatisfactory to VENDOR.

5. Notices. All notices, requests, demands, and other communications under this Piggyback
shall be given in writing. Such notices shall be deemed to have been given when
delivered in person or three (3) business days after being sent via certified mail or upon
delivery if sent via reputable overnight delivery service and addressed to the appropriate
party at its mailing address set forth below:

If to VENDOR:
School Specialty, LLC
W6316 Design Dr.
Greenville, VI 54942
Attn: Director of Bids and Contracts

With a copy to:
School Specialty, LLC
W6316 Design Dr.
GreenVille, VI 54942
Attn:Office of the General Counsel

If to OUSD:
Oakland Unified School District
900 High Street
Oakland, California 94601
Attn: Procurement

With a copy to:
Oakland Unified School District
1000 Broadway, Suite 300
Oakland, California 94607
Attn: Office of the General
Counsel

6. W-9 Form. If VENDOR is doing business with OUSD for the first time, VENDOR
acknowledges that it must complete and return a signed W-9 form to OUSD.

7. All Documents Publicly Posted. This Piggyback, its contents, and all incorporated
documents are public documents and/or will be made available by OUSD to the public
online via the Internet.

8. Incorporation of Recitals and Exhibits. Any recitals and exhibits referenced in or
attached to this Piggyback are incorporated herein by reference. VENDOR agrees that to
the extent any recital or document incorporated herein conflicts with any term or
provision of this Piggyback, the terms and provisions of this Piggyback shall govern.

9. Litigation. This Piggyback shall be deemed to be performed in Oakland, California and is
governed by the laws of the State of California, but without resort to California’s
principles and laws regarding conflict of laws. The Alameda County Superior Court shall
have jurisdiction over any litigation initiated to enforce or interpret this Piggyback.

10. Signature Authority. Each PARTY has the full power and authority to enter into and
perform this Piggyback, and the person(s) signing this Piggyback on behalf of each PARTY
has been given the proper authority and empowered to enter into this Piggyback.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the PARTIES hereto agree and execute this Piggyback and to be bound
by its terms and conditions:

VENDOR

Name: Signature:

Position: Date:

OUSD

Name: Mike Hutchinson Signature:

Position: OUSD Board President Date:

Name: Kyla Johnson-Trammell Signature:

Position: Superintendent Date:
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Assistant Secretary

PETERS07
7/20/2023

PETERS07
Sarah F. Peterson
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Mike Hutchinson
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Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Secretary



 
 

School Specialty ∙ Bid Department ∙ W6316 Design Drive, Greenville, WI 54942 ∙ Ph: 888-388-3224 ∙ Fax: 800-675-1775 

July 26, 2023 
 
Oakland Unified School District 
900 High Street 
Oakland, CA 94601 
 
Account No: 186319 
 
RE:  Omnia Contract   
 
School Specialty, LLC (SSL) appreciates the opportunity to offer the Omnia agreement as a 
piggyback solution for Oakland Unified School District.   
 
As an awarded vendor with Omnia Partners, SSL would like to extend the terms of the following 
awarded contracts with Omnia Partners to Oakland Unified School District: 
 

i Educational School Supplies R190503  
i Athletic & Physical Education Supplies & Uniforms R151103  
i Chemistry, Biology Physics and Anatomy Instructional Supplies and Services R190202 
i Furniture, Installation or Related Services R191815 

 
These agreements offer a very competitive catalog discount of 35% off list price for Supplies and 
14% off list price for Furniture and Equipment items.    The furniture contract also offers discounts off 
MSRP for select furniture vendors.  There is also a net priced market basket included with this bid of 
over 700+ items priced even more competitively. Per Oakland’s request, as a valued customer, 
School Specialty has made the decision to offer free freight as well as a tiered growth rebate on all 
orders.   
 
Tiered rebate ending 12/31/2023       
                                                                                                                                                                          

 
                                                                                
                                                   
The current Educational School Supplies contract R190503 will end 12/31/2023. A new RFP has 
been published and SSL has submitted a response.  The award is anticipated October 2023. Upon 
award, effective January 1st SSL will move to the following rebate structure: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

School Specialty ∙ Bid Department ∙ W6316 Design Drive, Greenville, WI 54942 ∙ Ph: 888-388-3224 ∙ Fax: 800-675-1775 

 
Tiered rebate starting 1/1/2024-12/31/2024 
 

 
 
 
 
All discounts apply to the current year catalogs which are located on the School Specialty website 
at:  http://catalogs.schoolspecialty.com.  School Specialty will extend the same terms and conditions 
of this contract to customers who order online at www.schoolspecialty.com where new items are 
added on a regular basis. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Peterson 
Assistant Secretary 

www.schoolspecialty.com


Region 4 Education Service Center (ESC) 
Contract # R190503 

for 

Educational School Supplies 

with 

 
School Specialty, Inc. 

 

Effective: July 1, 2019 

  



The following documents comprise the executed contract between the 
Region 4 Education Service Center and Micro Integration, effective July 1, 
2019: 

 

I. Vendor Contract and Signature Form 
II. Supplier’s Response to the RFP, incorporated by reference 



OFFER AND CONTRACT SIGNATURE FORM 

The undersigned hereby offers and, if awarded, agrees to furnish goods and/or services in strict 
compliance with the terms, specifications and conditions at the prices proposed within response 
unless noted in writing. 

Company Name School Specialty. Inc. 

Address W6316 Design Drive 

City/State/Zip Greenville. WI 54942 

Telephone No . ....:..8..:....88.:....-....:..3.::..88:....-..:..32::..:2:....4 _________________ _ 

Email Address bidnotices@schoolspecialty.com 

Printed Name Joseph Yorio 
------'---------------------

Title 

Authorized signature 

Accepted by Region 4 ESC: 

Contract No. � lClo.5o�

_::_=-><liq--\......:, 2.=-o
=--\ ct

......__ 
__ to S � 3'D, Z o 2. 2-

Region � ESC Authori d Board Member 'Date 

/f:�D- !3rj,uzf 
Prin Name 

Re�h!e:!= Date 

Print Name 
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