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NOTICE – EXCLUSIVELY VIRTUAL MEETING

NOTICE – EXCLUSIVELY VIRTUAL MEETING (CONTINUED)

Call to OrderA.

Chairperson Shanthi Gonzales called the December 9, 2021 Charter Matters 

Committee Meeting to order at 6:01 P.M.

Roll CallB.

Speaker Request Cards/Modification(s) To AgendaC.

Adoption of Committee MinutesD.

21-2941 Minutes - Charters Committee – October 28, 2021D.-1

Adoption by the Charter Matters Committee of the Charters Committee 

Meeting Minutes of October 28, 2021.

21-2941 Minutes - Charters Committee – October 28, 2021Attachments:

Public Comment: None

A motion was made by Thompson, seconded by Gonzales,that the 

October 8, 2021 Charters Committee Minutes be Adopted. The motion 

carried by the following vote.

Aye: Shanthi Gonzales

Clifford  Thompson

2 - 

Absent: Mike  Hutchinson1 - 

Enactment No: 21-1966

Adoption of the Committee General Consent ReportE.

None
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Unfinished BusinessF.

None

New BusinessG.

Roll Call (Secretary Observation)

Director Mike Hutchinson is present at the December 9, 2021 Charter Matters 

Committee Meeting at 6:04 P.M.

Shanthi Gonzales

Mike  Hutchinson

Clifford  Thompson

Present 3 - 
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21-3001 Report - Office of Charter Schools – Updates - Charters Matters 

Committee

G.-1

A Report to the Charter Matters Committee by Sonali Murarka, Executive 

Director Charter School Office, or Designee, on the following matters:

· Proposition 39

· New Charter Office Staff Member

· COVID Vaccine Mandates

· Oakland School of the Arts

Sonali Murarka, Executive, Director Charter School Office (CSO), reported on 

the following subject matters:

Proposition (Prop) 39: Ten (10) Charter schools applied for space to District 

schools through the Prop 39 process.  CSO has reviewed the enrollment 

projections provided by each Charter District school.  CSO decided to object 

to five (5) of the ten (10) applications submitted for space at District schools.  

CSO sent rejection letters to the 5 Charter schools.  The Charter schools who 

received a rejection letter have until January 3, 2022 to respond to the 

decision, if so desired.  February 1, 2022, preliminary offer letters will go out 

to Charter schools.  April 1, 2022, final offer letters will be issued as needed.  

CSO will bring in lieu of Prop 39 leases to the Board of Education for 

consideration in January 2022.

New Charter Office Staff Member: Sonali Murarka introduced Pavel Vanegas, 

Analytic Specialist, to the Charter Matters Committee. 

COVID Vaccine Mandates:  Updating District Charter schools on OUSD 

COVID policy and how it effects charter schools.  On November 10, 2022, 

CSO held a meeting with Charter school leaders, facilitated by Sailaja Suresh 

and a member of OUSD Legal Counsel to answer any pressing questions 

regarding OUSD COVID policy.  CSO posted a Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQ) to the CSO website on OUSD COVID policy.  The two (2) biggest 

concerns raised from the Charter schools community are: 

1. Families who do not have regular access to a physician and therefore can 

not readily get an exemption form filled out in a timely manner.

2. The disproportionate impact disenrollment may have on Black and Brown 

students who are not compliant with OUSD COVID policy.

Oakland School of the Arts (OSA): Madison Thomas, Policy and Compliance 

Specialist, provided an update.  On September 30, 2021, there was a student 

lead walkout at OSA in response to a sexual assault and misconduct on 

campus.  Following the walkout, CSO meet with OSA leaders to discuss what 

steps have been taken in response to this situation.  Steps taken are as 

follows:

- Frequent updates to the school community through email communications, 

board meetings and family meetings.

- Classes cancelled on the Monday following the student walkout for a staff 

debrief and planning session. 

- Sought out external expertise from community organizations to provide 

Page 4Oakland Unified School District Published on 1/21/2022

http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=54135


December 9, 2021Charter Matters Committee Meeting Minutes Long - Final

student support.

- Initiated a full review of related OSA policies and procedures.

- Hired an external investigator to analyze all past and present allegations.  

On November 2, 2021, the external investigator found no evidence to 

substantiate any allegations made.  Community members raised concerns in 

regards to the handling of this situation specifically pertaining to the twelve 

(12) African American male students accused and OSA not taking the proper 

steps to absolve these students following the investigators report resulting in 

the ostracization and lost of educational opportunities for these students.  

The community wants to ensure the Title 9 rights of these students are 

protected.  CSO has a scheduled meeting with OSA and community 

leadership on this situation the week of December 13, 2021.

Discussion: Clifford Thompson, Mike Hutchinson, Chairperson Shanthi 

Gonzales

Public Comment: Rich Harrison

21-2943 Report - Office of Charter Schools – Oversight Fees and Charter 

Lease Fees  - Charter Matters Committee

G.-2

A Report to the Charter Matters Committee by Sonali Murarka, Executive 

Director Charter School Office, or Designee, on an Overview of the 

Oversight Fees and Charter Lease Fees Brought in from Charter Schools.

21-2943 Report - Office of Charter Schools – Oversight Fees 

and Charter Lease Fees  - Charter Matters Committee
Attachments:

Sonali Murarka, Executive, Director Charter School Office (CSO), reported on 

the revenue streams for CSO, which are 1% Oversight Fees and Charter 

Leases.  Sonali Muruarka provided an overview of the CSO budget and how 

funds are distributed.

Discussion: Clifford Thompson, Mike Hutchinson, Chairperson Shanthi 

Gonzales

Public Comment: Kim Davis

Page 5Oakland Unified School District Published on 1/21/2022

http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=54077
http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=101700.pdf


December 9, 2021Charter Matters Committee Meeting Minutes Long - Final

21-2940 Presentation - Charter School Spotlight  - KIPP Bridge Academy - 

Charter Matters Committee

G.-3

Charter School Spotlight Presentation to the Charter Matters Committee 

by Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) Bridge Academy by Dr. Andre 

Haughton, School Leader KIPP Bridge Upper (5 - 8) and Michael Burks, 

School Leader KIPP Bridge Rising (TK - 4) or Designees, on KIPP’s 

successes and growth areas outside of the normal renewal timeline.

21-2940 Presentation - Charter School Spotlight  - KIPP 

Bridge Academy - Charter Matters Committee

21-2940 Memorandum - Charter School Spotlight  - KIPP 

Bridge Academy - Charter Matters Committee

Attachments:

Dr. Andre Haughton, School Leader KIPP Bridge Upper (5 - 8) and Michael 

Burks, School Leader KIPP Bridge Rising (TK - 4) gave a presentation on the 

successes and growth areas of KIPP Bridges Academy outside the normal 

renewal timeline.

Discussion: Mike Hutchinson, Clifford Thompson, Chairperson Shanthi 

Gonzales

Public Comment: Rich Harrison, Carol Delton, Kim Davis, Kimi Kean, Jaime 

Colly, Sonya Mehta

Public Comments on All Non-Agenda Items Within the Subject Matter 

Jurisdiction of the Committee

H.

21-2942 Public Comment on All Non-Agenda Items Within the Subject 

Matter Jurisdiction of the Charter Matters Committee - Up To 30 

Minutes – December 9, 2021

H.-1

Public Comment on All Non-Agenda Items Within the Subject Matter 

Jurisdiction of the Charter Matters Committee - Up to 30 minutes - 

December 9, 2021.

Public Comment: None

Introduction of New Legislative MatterI.

None
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AdjournmentJ.

Chairperson Shanthi Gonzales adjourned the December 9, 2021, Charter 

Matters Committee Meeting at 7:24 P.M.

Approved By:

Prepared By:
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