
Unpacking the ELPAC - for Families
English Language Proficiency Assessments for California



Develando el ELPAC - Para Familias
Evaluación de California para la Competencia del Idioma Inglés



What are we covering today?

Part I: What is the ELPAC? Why is it 
important?

Part II: What does our ELPAC data say about 
our English Language Learner progress?

Part III: How are we planning to administer 
the summative ELPAC this year?



¿De qué hablaremos hoy?
Parte I: ¿Qué es el ELPAC? ¿Por qué es 
importante?

Parte II: ¿Qué nos dicen los datos del ELPAC 
sobre el progreso de los aprendices de 
inglés? 

Parte III:  ¿Como planeamos administrar el 
ELPAC Sumativo este año? 



Part I: What is the ELPAC? Why is 
it important?  

✓Importance of ELPAC

✓Role of ELPAC Summative in Reclassification 

✓How to read your child’s ELPAC score



Parte I: ¿Qué es el ELPAC? ¿Por qué es 
importante?

✓La importancia del ELPAC

✓Papel del ELPAC Sumativo en la Reclasificación

✓Como leer el reporte del ELPAC de su 
estudiante



ELPAC is the English Learner Proficiency 
Assessment for California
The ELPAC is a state required English exam that 
determines how well ELLs can read, write, listen, and 
speak in English.

All districts and schools receiving federal money are 
required by law to test every ELL each year until they 
reclassify.



ELPAC es la Prueba de Suficiencia en el 
Idioma Inglés de California
El ELPAC es un examen de inglés requerido por el estado que 
determina qué tan bien los estudiantes ELL pueden leer, escribir, 
escuchar y hablar en inglés.

Todos los distritos y escuelas que reciben fundos  federales  están 

obligados por ley a evaluar a cada ELL cada año hasta que se 

reclasifiquen.



Why the ELPAC is important

● ELPAC score is the most important 
criteria used for reclassification, an 
ELL’s “language graduation”

● Students’ scores between years 
help determine where students 
are making progress and where 
interventions are needed

● Data inform decisions around 
instruction and programming at 
school and district levels

● SCHOOLS WILL START ELPAC 
TESTING NEXT WEEK!



Porque el ELPAC es importante



Reclassification Criteria

ELPAC

Reading 
Level

Teacher 
Evaluation



Criterios de Reclasificación

ELPAC

Nivel de 
lectura

Evaluación 
Docente 



1. Get a 4 on the ELPAC (English 
Language Proficiency Assessments of 
California)

2. Be approaching or at grade level in 
reading:

*There is no Kindergarten 

reclassification

1. Get near grade level teacher 
evaluation on reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills.

From English Language Learner 
to Fluent English Proficient

1st iReady Lexile Score

2nd -
12th

Reading Inventory Test (RI)



1. Obtener un 4 en el ELPAC (examen 
de CA del idioma inglés) 

2. Estar cerca del nivel de grado en la 
lectura

1. Obtener una evaluación del maestro 
cerca del nivel de grado en sus 
habilidades de leer, escribir, hablar y 
escuchar 

De Estudiante que Aprende Inglés
al Dominio Fluido del Inglés

1st F&P Reading Record

2nd -
12th

Reading Inventory Test (RI)



1. Get a 4 on the ELPAC (English 
Language Proficiency Assessments of 
California)

2. Be approaching or at grade level in 
reading:

*There is no Kindergarten 

reclassification

1. Get near grade level teacher 
evaluation on reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills.

From English Language Learner 
to Fluent English Proficient

1st iReady Lexile Score

2nd -
12th

Reading Inventory Test (RI)



What do the ELPAC scores mean?



¿Qué significan las puntuaciones de 
ELPAC?







ELPAC Summative: 
Weighting for Overall Score



Sample Items - TK-Kindergarten
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Speaking Writing

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample Items - 1st & 2nd
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Speaking

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample Items - 3rd-5th
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Speaking Writing

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample Items - 6th-8th
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Speaking

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample Items - 9th-10th
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Writing

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample Items - 11th-12th
Practice and Training Tests Available Here

Speaking

https://www.elpac.org/resources/practicetests/


Sample ELPAC 
Score Report
ELPAC score reports are typically sent 
home with students at the start of the 
school year. (View sample report PDF)

For more information about the ELPAC score reports, 
please visit https://www.elpac.org/resources/videos/ for 
videos in English and Spanish.

Overall score of 4 is 
required for 

reclassification.

The Oral score from 1-4 
reflects how students 
performed for both 

listening and speaking.

The Written score from 
1-4 reflects how students 

performed for both 
reading and writing.

https://www.elpac.org/s/pdf/Summative-ELPAC-Grade-5-Sample-Student-Score-Report-English.2019-20.pdf
https://www.elpac.org/resources/videos/


Reading 
Level

Teacher 
Evaluation

ELPAC 
(English test)



Where to Learn More
Additional Information in English and Spanish
● Computer-Based ELPAC Overview

○ English
○ Spanish

● Student Score Report Video
○ English
○ Spanish

State Parent Guides: 
Spanish

Arabic
Chinese 
Korean

Tagalog
Vietnamese

https://www.elpac.org/training/videos/computer-based-elpac-overview-video-english/
https://www.elpac.org/training/videos/computer-based-elpac-overview-video-spanish/
https://www.elpac.org/resources/videos/archived-training-summative-elpac-ssr-english/
https://www.elpac.org/resources/videos/archived-training-summative-elpac-ssr-spanish/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtuspa.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtuarb.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtusch.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtukor.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtutag.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/c19/documents/elpac17pgtuvie.pdf


Questions about your child’s ELPAC score 
or how to access the ELL Snapshot?

Contact your schools’ ELL Ambassador or 
email ellma@ousd.org



Let’s Play Kahoot!

Type in 
Kahoot.it



Part II: What does our ELPAC 
data tell us? 



Why the ELPAC is important

● ELPAC score is the most important criteria 
used for reclassification, an ELL’s “language 
graduation”

● Students’ scores between years help 
determine where students are making 
progress and where interventions are 
needed

● Data inform decisions around 
instruction and programming at 
school and district levels

● SCHOOLS WILL START ELPAC 
TESTING NEXT WEEK!



Two ways of looking at ELPAC

ELPAC performance = 
What are the English 
levels of our students?

ELPAC growth (ELPI) = 
Are our ELLs making 
adequate progress year 
over year?



ELPAC 
Performance 
Levels by 
Domain 
(2018-19 
school year)

Listening Speaking     Reading

Writing

In what areas do our ELLs do best? Where do they need the most support? 



ELPI State Dashboard: Are students 
moving up at least one level each year?

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01612590000000/2020


Current 

Growth 

Progress 

Level: 

Medium Growth 

Progress 

Goal: High



District-wide ELPAC 
Growth-Flat-Slide Levels

55-65%

Our goal



ELPAC Growth-Flat-Slide Levels
by Grade Band (2018-2019 school year)

Which grade-levels are showing 

better growth?



ELPAC Growth by 
Language 

Which language groups are 

showing strong growth? 

Which language groups show 

the most need for support



Very low
Less than 35%

Low
35-45%

Med
45-55%

High
55-65%

Very High 
65%+

Emerson-33
Fruitvale-34
Futures-33
Glenview-29
MLK-32
Markham-29

Bella Vista-42
Brookfield -
37
Encompass-
42
Horace 
Mann-40
Manzanita-
44
New Highland-

44
Rise-41

Acorn-51
Bridges-48
Carl Munck-53
Chabot-50
CUES-49
Esperanza-46
Howard-50
Korematsu-46
Laurel-53
MLA (TK-8)-47
Madison-53
EOP-50
Parker-(K-8)-52
Reach-46
Redwood H.--46
Sankofa-53
TCN-47

Allendale-56
Franklin-60
Garfield-59
Global-63
Grass Valley-
72
Hoover-65
ICS-59
Joaq. Miller-60
La Escuelita-61
Peralta-60
SEED -55
Thornhill-60

Cleveland-79
Crocker-80
Lincoln-69
Montclair-85
Piedmont-76
Sequoia-80

By School: Elementary



Very low
Less than 35%

Low
35-45%

Med
45-55%

High
55-65%

Bret Harte-29
Claremont-32
WOMS-29

Elmhurst-42
United-38
Westlake-36

Edna Brewer-47
Frick-49
Montera-46
UPA-52

Bunche-11
Castlemont-28
Dewey-27
Fremont-32
Oakland Tech-29
Rusdale Newcomer-7
Skyline-34

CCPA-37
Life-40
MetWest-39
Oakland High-44
Oak.International--37
Madison(6-12)-41
Rudsdale-43

McClymonds-52 Sojourner 
Truth-63

By School: Secondary



Questions & Comments



Part III: What is our plan to 
administer the ELPAC this 

spring?



The ELPAC test is 
administered in the spring, 
starting on Monday, 
February 1st, 2021, with all 
testing completed by May.

ELPAC Summative Testing Timeline 



Tips to Support your 
Child’s Success on the ELPAC

❏ Set Goals: Ask your school for your child’s ELL Snapshot and 
meet with the teacher to learn more about your child’s 
progress in English and to set goals.

❏ Practice! 
❏ Reading! Writing! Listening! Speaking!
❏ All ELLs can use the computer program BrainPop ELL
❏ Take the ELPAC practice tests

❏ Prepare for the ELPAC test
❏ Ask your school when your child will take the test
❏ Make sure they are well rested 
❏ Encourage them to try the very best and remind them this 

is their chance to show what they know!



Questions & Comments



Appendix Slides


