
Overlapping Student Groups in 

Out of School Suspensions
Special Education and African American Student Group Overlaps



Enrollment

Overlapping Student Group 2018-19 2019-20

Afr-Amer, Special Ed 1,992 1,882

Not Afr-Amer, Special Ed 3,417 3,537

Afr-Amer, Not Special Ed 6,836 6,281

Not Afr-Amer, Not Special Ed 24,041 24,238

Because the following schools, Non-Public Schools (NPS), Home and Hospital (H&H), PEC 

Infant/PreK, Private schools, and the PEC Young Adult Program (YAP), are not included in the 

suspensions results on the subsequent slides, enrollment counts here also exclude these 

schools for comparability. 

Single Student Group 2018-19 2019-20

African American 8,828 8,163

Not African American 27,458 27,775

Special Ed 5,409 5,419

Not Special Ed 30,877 30,519

Total (see note) 36,286 35,938

We identify four overlapping student groups for comparison here: African American students with and 

without IEPs and non-African American students with an without IEPs. Enrollment and suspension rate data 

are additionally provided for the single student groups of African American vs. non-African American and 

Special Ed vs. non-Special Ed for reference. The next slide shows the relative proportions of students in 

each of these groups out of the total student population.  



Enrollment 

Relative proportions of African American students and students with IEPs by school year

Of all students in 

2019-20, 22.7% were 

African American and 

15.1% had an IEP.

Of all students in 

2019-20, 5.2% were 

both African American 

and had an IEP, 9.8% 

were not African 

American and had an 

IEP, 17.5% were 

African American with 

no IEP, and the 

remaining 67.4% 

were not African 

American and didn’t 

have an IEP.

Because the following schools, Non-Public Schools (NPS), Home and Hospital (H&H), PEC 

Infant/PreK, Private schools, and the PEC Young Adult Program (YAP), are not included in the 

suspensions results on the subsequent slides, enrollment counts here also exclude these 

schools for comparability. 

Note that for 2019-20,

● 23.1% of all African 

American students had an 

IEP vs. 12.7% of non-

African American students 

having an IEP.

● The percentage of all 

students with IEPs who 

were African American was 

34.7%.

Relative proportions of the overlapping groups in the total student population



Suspensions
Note that the denominator for this measure is the count of students who were enrolled in any 

OUSD school for 1 or more days. The following schools are not included in the calculations: Non-

Public Schools, Home and Hospital, PEC Infant PreK, Private schools, and the PEC Young Adult 

Program. 

In 2019-20, of all suspended 

students, 7.1% were African 

American and 6.9% had an IEP. 

This is in comparison to 

suspension rates of 1.6% for non-

African American students and 

2.2% for non-special ed students. 

Single student group suspensions

African American students were over 4 times more likely to be 

suspended than non-African American students.

Students with IEPs were over 3 times more likely to be suspended 

than students without IEPs. 



Suspensions

Students who were both 

African American and had 

IEPs were suspended at 

higher rates than African 

American students overall 

(7.1% in 2019-20) or special 

education overall (6.9% in 

2019-20).

Note that the denominator for this measure is the count of students who were enrolled in any 

OUSD school for 1 or more days. The following schools are not included in the calculations: Non-

Public Schools, Home and Hospital, PEC Infant PreK, Private schools, and the PEC Young Adult 

Program. 

Overlapping student group suspensions

African American students with IEPs 

were over 5 times more likely
to be suspended than non-African 

American students with IEPs.



Suspensions by Gradespan for 2018-19
Overlapping student group suspensions



Overlapping student group suspensions

Suspensions by Gradespan for 2019-20

Almost a quarter

of middle school 

students who 

were both African 

American and 

had IEPs were 

suspended one or 

more times in 

2019-20. 

At each gradespan, African 

American students with IEPs 

were suspended at higher rates 

than their non-Special Ed or non-

African American peers. 



www.ousddata.org

Click here

Takes you to a list of all publicly available dashboards 

hosted by Research, Assessment & Data (RAD)

http://www.ousddata.org


Additional Data Requests from the CAC Meeting

● Suspensions for Emotional Disturbance special education designation.

● Suspensions for all students who identify as Black/African American including mixed 

race students.

● Suspensions for low income students (those who qualify for national free/reduced lunch 

program).

● Suspension rates for non-verbal communicators ⇐ Data not yet available

● Suspension rates for students with behavioral intervention plans ⇐ Need collaboration 

with PEC to identify these students



Suspensions by Emotional Disturbance Designation

Students with IEPs in the Emotional 

Disturbance category were over 4 times 

more likely to be suspended than 

students with IEPs not in the Emotional 

Disturbance category, and over 11 times 

more likely to be suspended than students 

without IEPs.

African American students designated as 

having an emotional disturbance were 

almost 3 times more likely to be 

suspended than non-emotional disturbance 

African American students with IEPs, and 

almost 6 times more likely to be 

suspended than African American students 

without IEPs. 



Suspensions by Race and IEP

Suspension rate data including students who indicated African American + any other race/ethnicity as ‘African American’

Suspension rate data including students who indicated only African American and no other race/ethnicity as ‘African American’



Suspensions for Low Income Students
NSLP = qualifies for free/reduced price lunch

Low income students with IEPs were 

over 2.5 times more likely to 

be suspended than students with 

IEPs who were not low income. 

Low income African American 

students were over 2.5 times 

more likely to be suspended than 

African American students who were 

not low income. 



Suspensions for Low Income Students
NSLP = qualifies for free/reduced price lunch

African American, low income students with IEPs were 

over 2.5 times more likely to be suspended than 

African American students with IEPs who were not low 

income. In comparison, non-African American low 

income students with IEPs were less than 2 times more 

likely to be suspended than non-African American 

students with IEPs who were not low income.

Suspension rate data including students who indicated only African American and no other race/ethnicity as ‘African American’



Suspensions for Low Income Students
NSLP = qualifies for free/reduced price lunch

African American, low income students with IEPs were 

over 2.5 times more likely to be suspended than 

African American students with IEPs who were not low 

income. In comparison, non-African American low 

income students with IEPs were less than 2 times more 

likely to be suspended than non-African American 

students with IEPs who were not low income.

Suspension rate data including students who indicated African American + any other race/ethnicity as ‘African American’


