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Memo 
To Board of Education 

From Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Superintendent 
Sondra Aguilera, Chief Academic Officer 
Wesley Jacques, Executive Director, Academics and Instructional Innovation Dept. 

Board Meeting 
Date 

December 9, 2020 

Subject Memorandum of Understanding 
Contractor: Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries 
Services For: Academic and Instructional Innovation Department 

Action Requested 
and 
Recommendation 

Approval by the Board of Education of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
Oakland Unified School District and Friends of Oakland Public School Libraries 
(FOPSL), Oakland, CA, for joint contributions towards a digital library platform for 
OUSD students; OUSD commits to enter a contract with a digital library platform 
(subject board approval) for an initial investment of $50,000.00 and FOPSL 
commits to an initial investment of $10,000.00 upon receipt of MOU and a 
minimum of $15,000.00 in contributions from additional grant writing, for the 
period of December 10, 2020 through December 10, 2023, in an amount not to 
exceed $300,000.00. 

Background The Covid-19 pandemic has required OUSD to increase access to digital resources 
to teach students remotely and OUSD currently has no District-wide eBook 
collection (i.e., Digital Library). Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries 
(FOPSL) is a nonprofit organization that supports and advocates for Oakland’s 
public school libraries, and believes that a Digital Library is an effective and 
needed program to expand library services to every OUSD student through access 
to an eBook collection.  A Digital Library should provide the same function as a 
physical library collection by supporting and enhancing classroom curriculum and 
promoting literacy through independent reading. OUSD intends to contract with a 
Digital Library Platform for the purchase of eBooks, in order to create an OUSD 
Digital Library accessible to all OUSD students (limited according to age 
appropriateness) during both the school year and summer months.   OUSD employs 
professional library staff who are qualified to create a OUSD Digital Library 
Collection Development Policy and curate and manage an eBook collection. OUSD 
and FOPSL currently estimate that it will cost approximately $300,000.00.  An 
OUSD Digital Library requires continued investment each year to replace leased 
titles and purchase new titles so the collection remains current and engaging to all 
students.  

Fiscal Impact Funding resource(s): Resource 3220/Cares Fund: $10,000.00 is an annual match for 
the term, $15,000.00 to be raised through fundraising or grant efforts, and the 
remaining amount to purchase a critical mass of eBooks, sufficient to support all 
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OUSD students, but recognize that this estimate may change over time.  A total 
amount not to exceed $300,000.00. 

Attachments ● Memorandum of Understanding
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