
Special Education Basics
Incidence, Impact and  

Intervention in Oakland



What we’ll cover...

● What is Special Education, and why is it essential in our public schools?

● The Special Education Continuum in Oakland

● OUSD Special Education Fast Facts

● High-Incidence Disabilities: Incidence and Impact



What is Special Education?



A brief history...

1975: Education for All  

Handicapped Children Act  

establishes the concept of a legal  

right to Free, Appropriate Public  

Education (FAPE).

1990-1997: Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act  

(IDEA) ties Federal funding to  

providing individualized services  

and instruction in the Least

Restrictive Environment (LRE)

25 minutes

2004-2007: Revisions to  

IDEA include new requirements for  

evaluation and identification of  

students with disabilities, as well  

as dispute resolution and due  

process procedures.

2017: The Supreme Court issued  

a decision in the matter of Endrew  

F, which involved a young man with  

Autism and his right to a FAPE. The  

Court held that students have a  

right to more than de minimus  

progress.



Reading & Discussion: Special Education in the US

→ Turn & Talk:

● Find an elbow partner

● Discuss the following questions:
○ What surprised you or stood out to you about the history of services for students with  

disabilities in our country?

○ Why is Special Education programming so essential in our public schools?

We’ll debrief as a whole group after five minutes.



Who are our students with disabilities in OUSD, and  

how are they served?







Program Guide

Program Guide 2019

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A3XAmzQhpKZRN-OfXvK6PE7UAmtYpI9fnP02-8QNBI4/edit


RSP SDCINC

Each  

student  

must fit  

in a  

bucket or  

move to  

a  

different  

school

One One One

teacher, teacher, teacher,

one aide three one aide
aides



These  

students  

need  

separate  

ELA

instruction

These  

students  

need  

separate  

ELA and  

math  

instruction

These  

students  

need just  

prompts  

and  

support in  

class

We have three total teachers and five total aides. Let’s group these students and assign our staff based on  

what the students require at each point in their school day!



What are the highest-incidence disabilities in  

Oakland, and how do they impact instruction?



Incidence Rates in OUSD

●

●

→

→

→

→

→

→
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OUSD’s Top Five
Specific Learning Disability



Specific Learning Disability

●

●

●

●

●

●



OUSD’s Top Five
Speech Language Impairment



Speech Language Impairment

● ●

●

● ●



OUSD’s Top Five
Other Health Impairment



Other Health Impairment-ADHD

● ●

●

● ●

●



OUSD’s Top Five
Autism





OUSD’s Top Five
Intellectual Disability



Intellectual Disability

● ●

● ●

● ●



Additional Supports and Resources



Evidence-Based Practices, Supports, and Resources
10 minutes

https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/

https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/


OUSD Data Stations

Data Facts

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hVfzueMooh82HpBc7fQKdSjK0wAhqcJwud3RXnY_1Do/edit?usp=sharing


SpEd BigRocks

Department Goals

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DKwI6UgH29LajLmEPhrxMNuLyGNhw_sWW4MXOPd_Qik/edit?usp=sharing

