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Memorandum of Understanding 

Contractor: Regents of the University of California

Services For: Community Partnerships, Community Schools and Student Services Dept. 

Approval by the Board of Education of the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

District and Regents of the University of California,  Berkeley, CA, for the latter to provide a

reading mentoring program where Cal students work as reading mentors after school; 

mentors are matched one-to-one with elementary school students who would 

benefit from individualized reading support, and the pairs read together for 30-40 minute 

sessions twice a week for the entire semester or academic year, at Emerson, Martin Luther 

King Jr., Lafayette, Sankofa, Think College Now, and International Community School 

Elementary Schools for the period of August 27, 2018 through August 27, 2021, at no cost to 

the District. 

By working one-to-one, mentors are able to support youth both in developing core literacy 

skills and in developing their confidence and love of reading. All mentors are trained in a 

balanced literacy approach through a daylong orientation and three trainings a semester. 

They learn strategies to support accuracy, fluency, and reading comprehension. Mentors 

focus on reading books that are of direct interest to individual students and help students 

find connections between the books and their own personal experiences. Since all mentors 

are current college students, they also share about college with the youth and help them 

envision what they might want to learn about in college one day. 

Was this contract competitively bid? No 

If no, exception: No fees to OUSD for services; In-kind partnership. 

Funding resource(s): No Fiscal Impact 

• Memorandum of Understanding

• Scope of Work

• Statement of Qualifications

• Certificate of Insurance
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