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The Cypress Mandela Training Center is housed in a 71,000 plus square foot facility at 977 - 66th
Avenue in East Oakland. The Center staff possesses extensive experience in construction
fieldwork and construction project management.

Mission Statement

The Cypress Mandela Training Center is a community based organization dedicated to improving
the lives of the people it serves by providing pre-apprentice construction and life skills training
along with employment assistance.

Located in Oakland, a city of approximately 400,000 with one of the most ethnically diverse
populations in the United States, the Cypress Mandela Training Center, Inc. offers a 16-week
pre-apprenticeship program for Bay Area men and women over 18 years old. Training is both
hands-on and in the classroom and prepares students for skilled trades jobs that are relevant to
today’s construction industry. Whether you are embarking on a new career or are interested in a
job change, Cypress Mandela’s FREE pre-apprenticeship program will take you where you want
to go.

History

The Cypress Mandela Pre-Apprenticeship Training Program was created in 1993 in response to
the damage and subsequent rebuilding resulting from the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake. Its
original mission was to provide local residents with training and employment in repairing
damaged freeways. In 1998 the Cypress Mandela Training Program merged with the Women in
Skilled Trades Program, which originated at Laney Community College. This combined
pre-apprentice training program functioned under the auspices of the Oakland Private Industry
Council. In 2004 the Cypress Mandela Training Center, Inc. was formed as an independent
non-profit corporation.









