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Executive Summary 
 

● Demand is defined as the number of 1st choice applicants divided by the number of available seats 

● Across all schools, many schools have demand rates less than 50% and select schools have demand rates more than 100% 

○ Moderate positive correlation between strong performance and demand; many outliers exist among OUSD schools 

● At the individual school level, two key factors driving demand are “span schools” and location 

o “Span schools” (K-8 or 6-12 schools) often have limited available seats for new applicants 

o High demand schools in 2016 tend to be in Northwest region (elementary, middle, and high) 

● Patterns of quality are often compounded as we consider long term feeder patterns 

● Next steps include researching and evaluating potential policy changes 

 
Key takeaways: 
 
Demand Rate data for each school has been calculated for the 2016/2017 school year 
 
Demand is calculated by dividing  the number of on-time, 1st choice applications by the number of available seats filled by applicants 
on CBEDS date 

Example: Claremont Middle School 
 

● Number of on-time,1st choice applicants: 147 
 

● Number of available seats filled by CBEDS date: 138 
 

Claremont Demand Rate: 147/138 = 1.065 = 106.5% 
 

Demand in OUSD is bifurcated: many schools have demand rates less than 50% while select schools have demand rates more than 
100% 
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Moderate positive correlation between strong performance and demand; many outliers exist among OUSD schools 
 

 

 
Of the top 10 demand schools, 7 are span schools (K-8 or 6-12 schools) because these schools have limited available seats for new 
applicants 
 

 
 
Another key driver of demand is region: most high demand elementary schools are in NW and tend to have lower FRL and minority 
students 
 

http://www.ousd.org/


STUDENT ENROLLMENT WELCOME CENTERS 

 

 
    1000 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607              510.879.8200 ph  |  www.ousd.org 

 
 

 

 
Many high demand middle schools are also in NW 

 
 
At the high school level, highest demand schools are either in NW or small by design  
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Patterns of quality are compounded over the long term; high quality elementary schools often associated with high quality middle 
and high schools 

 
NEXT STEPS 
 

Feeder pattern study is a multi-year strategy; we are in the research and policy proposals phase 

School year 16/17 

 

● Launch Access Study and community engagement efforts 
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● Collect data and conduct analysis for potential policy changes 
 

Potential round 1 and 2 priority policy changes that could impact feeder patterns and influence demand rate: 
 

1. Clean up “Program Improvements” board policy? 
2. Prioritize residents of Oakland in lottery system? 
3. Prioritize staff at school sites in lottery system? (all schools)  
4. Implement programmatic/cohort feeder patterns? 
5. Pilot SES requirements at newly created theme schools? 
6. Students at a site ECE or state pre-K have priority? 
7. Prioritize OUSD 8th graders 
8. Prioritize OUSD Cohort persistence 
9. Others? 

 

School year 17/18 

Determine which changes are round 1 vs. round 2 based on community interest, operational capacity, and technological capabilities 
 
Establish legal clearance on round 1 policy changes 
 
Operationalize round 1 policy changes 
 
School year 18/19 

Learnings from round 1 policy changes documented  
 
Begin legal clearance and operationalization of round 2 policy changes  
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