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Community Schools, Thriving Students 

Approval by the Board of Education of modifications in Board 
Policy 3311 

Consistent with California law, Board Policy BP 3311 is being modified to make it 
clear that most contracts should be competitively except as provided in the 
Board Policy. The revised Board Policy provides that effective July 1, 2016, 
except as expressly provided in this Board Policy or by statute, contracts for a 
"public project," as defined in California Public Contract Code section 22002, 
subdivision (c) involving an expenditure of $15,000 or more shall be awarded to 
the lowest responsible bidder, and contracts for the lease or purchase of 
equipment, materials, supplies or services if they involve an expenditure of 
$87,800 or more, as annually adjusted, shall be competitively bid. 

The exceptions are listed in the Board Policy. The major exceptions include: 
1. CUPCCAA. The District is a CUPCCAA1 approved and certified school 

district. This means that construction contracts between $45,000 and 
$175,000 can be let using informal procedures. 

2. Professional Service Agreements and contracts for materials, 
supplies, equipment and/or services costing less than the bid limit, which 
is $87,800 (but increases a small amount on January 1 of each year), do 
not have to be formally bid . (Public Contract Code Section 20111(a)). 

3. Construction related Professional Services such as Architects, 
Division of State Architects (DSA) Inspectors, Environmental Consultants 
and Construction Managers require a "fair, competitive selection 
process." 

4. Energy conservation and alternative energy supply (e.g., solar, energy 
conservation, co-generation and alternate energy supply sources) are 
exempt from competitive bidding. 

5. Emergency contracts do not need to be formally bid, but the Board 
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Legal Reference: 
EDUCATION CODE 
17595 Purchases through Department of General Services 
38083 Purchase of perishable foodstuffs and seasonable commodities 
3 8110 Purchase of supplies through county superintendent 
3 8111 Purchases by district governing board 
3 811 2 Purchases of necessary supplies 
39802 Transportation bids and contracts for services 
GOVERNMENT CODE 
4330-4334 Preference of California-made materials 
6252 Definition of public record 
53060 Special services and advice 
54201-54205 Purchase of supplies and equipment by local agencies 
PUBLIC CONTRACT CODE 
2000-2001 Responsive bidders 
3400 Bids, specifications by brand or trade name not permitted 
3410 United States produce and processed foods 
6610 Bid visits 
12161 Definitions, recycled paper products 
12168 Preference for purchase of recycled paper products 
12169 Bidders to specify percentage of recycled paper product 
12200 Definitions, recycled goods, materials and supplies 
12210 Purchase of recycled products preferred 
12213 Specification by bidder of recycled content 
20103 .8 Award of contracts 
20107 Bidder's security 
20111-20118.4 School districts 
20189 Bidder's security, earthquake relief 
22002 Definition of public project 
22030-22045 Alternative procedures for public proj ects (CUPCCAA) 
22050 Alternative emergency procedures 
COURT DECISIONS 
Konica Business Machines v. Regents of the University of California, (1988) 206 
Cal.App.3d 449 
City oflnglewood-Los Angeles County Civic Center Authority v. Superior Co 
(1972) 7 Cal.3d 861 

Management Resources: 
WEB SITES James Harris 
CSBA: www.csba.org President, Board of Education 
California Association of School Business Officials: 
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