


Mathematics Pilot and Adoption Timeline

In July 2013, LCI math leaders developed a Mathematics Pilot and Adoption Timeline, (Appendix A). In
August 2013, ten elementary schools were invited to participate in the piloting of math materials in order to
inform the adoption process and as a strategy to move teachers and students to CCSS-M a year earlier than the
rest of the district. Teachers from six schools chose to participate in this math pilot. These teachers started their
year by using OUSD Math Core Curriculum units aligned to CCSS-M and continued to use these units
throughout the year, only to be replaced by pilot curriculum twice during the year.

In September 2013, teachers were invited to apply to serve on the Mathematics Instructional Materials
Selection (MIMS) Committee, (see Appendix B). The MIMS committee was formed and the adoption work
launched at the first meeting held on October 2, 2013, (see Appendix C). Due to the constraints of time, in
October 2013, the Elementary Math Department recommended the first curriculum to be piloted: Math
Trailblazers. The MIMS committee’s role was to select the second curriculum that would be piloted. The
MIMS committee used the Common Core State Standards Mathematics Curriculum Materials Analysis Tools
to review five K-5 mathematics instructional programs, (see Appendix D).

Meanwhile pilot teachers from five sites began implementation of the first curriculum: Math Trailblazers.
Seven of the teachers from the MIMS committee also participated in the pilot, (see Appendix E). After
numerous hours of examination and discussion, the MIMS committee reached a decision on December 11,
2013 about the second curriculum to be piloted: Math Expressions.

In February 2014, pilot teachers began implementation of the Math Expressions. After each curriculum pilot
teachers were asked to fill out an evaluation of the program, (see Appendix F). Principals also filled out an
evaluation, (see Appendix G).

On March 26, 2014, the MIMS committee met to review feedback from teachers, parents, and administrators
at pilot sites. The committee made their “top choice” selection with a unanimous recommendation for district
adoption of Math Expressions. A public engagement was held April 1, 2014 to share and discuss the
recommendation, (see Appendix H). Subsequent discussions took place with principals and teacher leaders.
Support for the MIMS committee’s recommendation has been widespread.

Contract with Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Subject to approval by the Board of Education, the District has committed to the purchase of Math Expressions
mathematics instructional materials over the course of six years for a total cost not to exceed $3.2 million.
After an initial payment in FY15 of $450,000, the remaining amount due--based on an annual per pupil
assessment--will be paid in 5 yearly installments at 0% interest. The purchase order for this payment will be
received by July 15, 2014, with the payment to follow within 30 days. This agreement is contingent upon
Board approval on June 11, 2014. The Superintendent seeks authorization to enter into the Agreement with
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, approved as to form by the General Counsel and approved by the Board at the
Board meeting on August 20, 2014.

Recommendation

Adoption and approval to purchase Houghton Mifflin Harcourt’s Math Expressions textbook series, K-5, for a
period of six years, beginning 2014-2015, in an amount not to exceed $3.2 million over five years, with the
initial payment of $450,000 payable in FY 2014-15.

Fiscal Impact
$450,000 payable in FY 2014-15; remaining $2.75 Million over four
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ATTACHMENT A
Recommendation for Mathematics Instructional Materials Adoption for K-5
After seven months of careful study, the Mathematics Instructional Materials Selection Committee makes the

unanimous recommendation for full adoption of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt’s Math Expressions to complete
OUSD’s Core Curriculum for Mathematics, K-5.

Program Title Publisher Voting Results
44 out of 53 Pilot Teachers
Math Expressions Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
16 out of 16 MIMS Committee Members
Strengths Main Concern Solution
o0 “Math Talk” — provides Lack of rich, deep, open-ended Use OUSD Core Curriculum
opportunities to discuss the mathematical tasks, including math tasks (Key Learning
mathematics extended (multi-day) tasks Experiences) in conjunction with
0 Puzzled Penguin — Error this math text
analysis promotes academic
discourse

0 Student activities develop all
8 of the Common Core
Mathematical Practices

0 A lot of word problems —
promotes problem solving
skills

0 Models multiple ways to
solve problems

o Background knowledge
provided to teachers to build
content understanding

0 Leveled activity cards
supports differentiation
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