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Vision To Learn was created by the Beutner Family Foundation borne ~iit ~f a helief that public education is the foundation of our future.

Vision To Learn’s trained eye doctors bring state-of-the-art mobile e 1 elementary schools in low-income communities to provide free
eye exams and free eye glasses. The idea is simple. Instead of forcina families to go to where the glasses are—the eye clinic—we bring the
glasses to where the kids are—the schools.

Nearly one-quarter-million young children across California do not have the glasses they need to read their books, see the chalkboard, or
participate in class. According to a study by the UCLA Schools of Me id Public Health, more than 20 percent of elementary school
students in low-income communities have a vision problem and 96 pe ‘hose students who need glasses do not have them. Students
with untreated eye problems have lower academic performance which impacts their life trajectory.

We wondered what effect the glasses Vision To Learn has provide on the kids who got them, so we commissioned an
independent study by faculty members of the UCLA Schools of Meaicine ana rublic Health. The results could not be clearer.

in numerous focus groups with students, parents and teachers, th ‘epeatedly heard about how students’ classroom performance
has improved. They approached their school work with more conf.ee..co v .wd More success.

One student summed it up, "When | didn’t have glasses, | had bad grades and my mom and dad weren’t happy.”

Parents reported a huge sense of relief. They said they could now understand their kids’ previous academic struggles and why their children
had been anxious in school. In the words of one parent, “The teacher told me that now | don’t have to try to keep {my daughter’s} focus...
Now she sees and tries, and | don’t have to be after her like before...”

Another spoke of the anxiety her child felt about going to school, “Why didn't he sleep? Why was he scared? | didn’t know that it was because
of {his vision}.”

The teachers surveyed were equally enthusiastic, saying that the students who got glasses not only learned more; they became active
learners. “A couple of the really shy kids started participating more... they started coming out of their shell,” one teacher observed.

Another teacher reported, I've had about six kids that received glasses and these kids {who} were distracting other kids, socializing and you
know | just couldn’t get it... But when they got their glasses, that kind of just changed; it went away.”

Helping so many students at the same time has another benefit. With multiple students getting glasses, the old “four-eyes” stigma loses its
power. It's just the opposite. As one teacher reported, the students “are always wearing their glasses, they are proud to wear them. It's... a
fashion statement...”

It's clear the work of Vision To Learn is having an impact. We couldn’t do this work without the incredible support of school nurses, teachers
and administrators who help bring this basic learning tool to the students who need it most. We are grateful to each of them along with our
many volunteers and supporters. Together, we will ensure every child in California has a clear vision towards a brighter future.

































