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The District's existing Board Policy 6020 - Parent Involvement 
Was last amended in June 2007. The amendments, which were 
recommended by the District Advisory Council, were vetted with State 
and Federal and Legal, and clarify and update the policy. 

The changes and updates to the Board Policy include: 1) providing 
leadership development opportunities for parents, including annual 
training on budgets and budget development; 2) use of the California 
School Parent Survey, instead of the Use Your Voice survey to help 
identify the specific needs for support in planning and implementing 
effective parental involvement activities to improve student achievement; 
3) developing site specific strategies to encourage parents/guardians to 
sign and return the School Parent Compact required by the Community 
Schools Strategic Site Plan (''CSSSP''); and 4) incorporation of the new 
Board Policy requiring translation services (See, BP 5124 and AR 5124) 

Approval of Amendments to Board Policy No. 6020- Parent 
Involvement 

Funding resource name: N/ A 
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OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Board Policy 

BP 6020 
I nstrudion 

Pa1·e nt ln volvc111cnt 

PART I. GEN ERA L EX PECTA TiONS 

The di strict shall i111ple111ent the followi ng statutory requiremen ts: 

• The school di strict wil l put into operati on progra111s. activities and 
procedures for the invol vc111cnt of parents in a ll of it s schools with 
Title I. Part A programs. consistent with secti on 1118 of the 
Elem en tar) and Secondary Education Act ( ESEA ). Those programs. 
activities and procedures will be planned and ope rated with 
meaningful consultation with parents of parti cipating children . 

• Consistent with section 1118. the sc hoo l di strict will work with it s 
sc hools to ensure th at the required sc hoo l-level parental involvement 
policies meet the require111ents of section I 11 8(b) of the ESEA. and 
each include. as a component. a schoo l-parent compact consistent with 
section I I 18(d) ofthe ESEA. 

The sc ho0I district \\·ill incorporate thi s district wide parental 
involvement policy into it s LEA plan deve loped under section 1112 of 
the ESEA. 

• In ca rrying out the Title I. Part A parental involve ment requirement s. 
to the c:xtent practicable. the sc hool di strict and its sc hools wi ll prov ide 
full opportunit ies for the participation of parents with limited English 
proficiency. parents with disabi li ties. and parents of migratory 
children . including providing information and school reports required 
under section I I I I of the ESEA in an understandab le and uni form 
fo rmat and. including alternative formats upon request. and . to the 
e:--tent practicable. in a language parents understand. 

• If the LEA plan for Title I. Part A. devel oped under sec tion 11 12 of 
the ESEA. is not sa ti sfac tory to the parents of pa11icipating child ren . 
the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan 
when the sc hoo l di strict submits the plan to the State Department of 
Educati on. 

• The schoo l di strict will involve the parents of ch ildren served in Title 
I. Part A sc hools in deci sions about how the I percent of Title I. Part A 



PARTU.:. 

fund s re served for parenta l involvement is spent. and will ensure that 
not less than 95 percent of the one percent reserved goes directly to the 
sc hools. 

• The school distric t wi ll be governed by the fol lowing statutory 
defini tion of parental invo lvement. and expects that its Title I schools 
will ca rry out programs. activities and procedures in accordance with 
thi s definition : 

l'ar,·ntal ill\Ol\en11:nt 111cans the rianic ipation orparcnh in regular. t\\l'· 
"a~. and mcaningru l rn111n111nirntion ill\ oh ing student arndcinic 
karni11g and other sd1ool acti\·itics. inl'luding cn,uring-

(/\) that par"lls arc \ ,llucd liir integral rok in assi sting th~ir 
child" s karning: 

m) that parents arc cncouragcd to he actiwl, invohcd in their 
chi ld" s n luca tion at schoc,J: 

((") that parcnts an: full rianncr, in their child\ ,ducat inn and 
arc inl'luckd. as ariwoririatc. in dccision-nmking and on 
ach iso r~ con11nittcc, to a, ,ist in the education of their child: 

( D) the carrying nut of other ac ti vi ties. such m, those described in 
section 111 8 ()!" the ESE/\. 

DESCRIPTION Or iiOH' Di:'STRI CT W ILL IMPt£M£1\T 
R£Q{ IIRED DlSTR\C YWlD[ FAR£ 'TALI '\'0LV£M'i'.~T 
POLl•CY COM?ONENTS 

I . The di strict wi ll take the fo ll owing actions to in vo lve parents in the joi nt 
development of its district wide parental involvement plan under sec tion 1112 of 
the ESEA : 

• Engage with parents on the Dist ri ct Advisory Council in the eva luation of 
the di strict wide parental involve ment plan. and in any necessary revis ions 
or additions to the plan. 
Engage w.iJ.h pa.rcm.s o.,> th~ ~Di. tri t [:nglish Learner 
Comimiuee ommiu e in t'm: eva'1uaf1u11 u°i the district wide parenta l 
i1,vu'rverne1!'1 p'1an. an6 ·many necessary revisions or additions to the plan. 

• Engage with parents at schools at meetings organi zed by Principa ls. 
Family Engagement Coord inators. Schoo l Site Council s. Engli sh Learner 
Advisory Con1m inees. PTAs. Parent Leadership Teams. family cen ters. 
and ot her parent leaders. 

• Engage with parent leaders of community based organizations that have 
paren t consti tuen cies 



The district will take the fol lowing ac ti ons to in volve parents in the process of 
schoo l rcvie\\ and improvement under sec ti on I I 16 of the ESEA: 

• Actively recruit and support parents to authenticall) participate 0 11 

School Site C'ounc i Is and English Learner Advisory Committees. 
• Support PTAs and ot her parent groups to engage parents in promoting 

in creased academic achievement. 
• Provide opportunities for parent learning that builds understa nd ing and 

capac ity of parents to be in vo lved in the process of sc hool review and 
improvement 

• Conduct SSC' Summi t to provide additional suppo11 to SSC's of program 
improvement schoo ls wit h involvement of parents in sc hoo l review and 
improvement 

• Share information 0 11 each school"s progress in meeting al l 
accowllabiJiry measures. 

• Provide leadership deve lopment opportunities fo r parents. including 
annual trainin!! on bud!!et, and bucket de,elopm nt. I he annua l 
tra ining ma, be prO\ ided at the s ho I ite. the Re!!i onal le, el or parent 
t' ll!!a!!ement confcrenc s. Sehoo l si te prineipab need to 111ai111a111 
reeords of Attd 0 et trainin° 11 ith tl1e SSC and [b.\C of eaeh 5ite. 
lnerease parent leatlershifl training throw;J1 ,,ariEn1 s ;, trategie, .. I he use 
of the Parent Sun e, is a must. 

• l i~c distriC'l cc,mmunica\ic,n 100\s tc.g. O\JSD wcbsi lc) \o publicize 
in formati on about NC' LB. required notifications. and LEA addendum 

3. The district will pro1·id e th e fo ll owi ng. necessary coo rdination. techni cal 
ass istance. and other support to ass ist Title I. Part A sc hoo ls in planning and 
implementing effective parental invo lve ment activities to improve student academic 
achievement and sc hoo l performance : 

• The California . chool Parert _survcys .sueh as "'Lse Your Voice·· -1-1-ttl •· 
, hall be u, ed to help te-iclent if) \'11e sr,1::di"ic needs fo r support in 
p'1ann"111g a110 "11 11p'1c1111.:11"1°1ng effective parental involvement activi ties to 
improve student achievement. 

• Di trict SC and ELA(' will provide addi ti onal feedback 0 11 parent 
involvemen t needs at the sites . The ~ and [L \( ar em:ouragcd 10 

, 
·' 
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• rrovide training for SSC. ELAC. DAC. and DELAC members 
• Provide opportunities for learning and professional development for 

school based family engagement staff on planning and implementing 
effective parental involvement activities to improve student 
ach icvement 

• Develop a learning community for schoo l based family engagement 
staff that promotes co llaboration and coord ination 

• Provide training for si te based ad ministra tors 
• Develop material s and 1·esources to support schools 
• Provide support to schools in devel oping parent centers by deve lopi ng 

a centralized comprehensive fam ily center. and by incubating a 
network of sate I lite family centers 

4. The district wi ll coordinate and integrate parental invo h·ement stra tegies and 
ac ti vities in Part A with parental inrnlvcment strategics under the fo llowin g 
programs: 

• Earl) Reading First 
• Read ing First 

5. The district will take the follow ing actions to conduct. with the involveme nt of 
parents. an annual evaluation of the contem and effectiveness of thi s parental 
imolvement policy in improving the qua lity of its Title I. Part A schools. The 
evaluati on will in clude ident ifyin g barriers to greater pa1iicipati on by parents in 
parental imohement activities (11ith particular attention to parents who are 
economically disad,antaged. are disabled. ha ve limited English profic iency. have 
limited literac). or are of any racial or ethnic minorit1 background). The schoo l 
distri ct will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement 
policy and activities to design strategics fo r more d'fcctive parental involvement. 
and to revi se. if necessary (and with the invol\'ement of parents) its pare ntal 
inrnlvement policies. 

• Review relevant data from the distri ct wide ,:;{_1se Your Voief· parent 
suney. School Portfolio Manager"s censc,~ of schoo ls. ongv'mg 
assessments and evaluations of implementation act ivi ties. fa mil y 
engagement secti ons of sc hool site pl ans. etc. 

_•_ Engage with parents about the effectiveness of family engage ment 
practices and ac ti vi ties in schools. at meet ings orga nized by 
rrincipals. Family Engagement Coordinators. School Site Councils. 
Enghsh Lean~r /i.a~ ,,i.s,.o.,J' Connn*inees. PT.4s. Pltte,•?,1 Ll' ... ~.[.lersh.i,'> 
Teams. family cen ters. etc. D1,tnlt_l11_\l_,1 P1.2rovid e translation 
services. as prm ided in Board Polic, .-124 and \ dmini~trati, c 
Re!!ulation: 124 appro1iri ate. at parent /community meetingsJ.ill_ 
Ji,trid .111d ,c· hlllll ,i tc . mu,t pr<>\ Ilk all appnip11at~ oo.:-tttl,~ 

tttdocumentation in all tho: standard lan.;~tB!!esstandard lam!ua!!e~ .. 
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• Training for the 6€1€ttt1wntatio11 from ea.:h 

• 

• 

,.:hool ,i h:--H-litH-i-H:'-p1 inupal. ~ool ,ite cou11c.: il S C. LL.\C. ffilffttb 
and all oth.:r 1n11:rc,tc·d 1an:nh ~ "n 
catcuuncal lund,. I he dl1c11n11:ntati(1n ol thi, train1nu ~ 
C:loct1111enteEI in , hall be included in thic curre,~tthe current ,ch,,,,I ,11c 
plan C( ",<.,",J' I. 

hoo l Parent ( ornpnct 
· 11tee more 

tk't:O unta bi l it, to , upport parent uuardian im oh e111en 1 :rnd 
ent!a~en1!.!11 t. 

the :m nual parent u11id 
I olunteers. 
su .. .:.est eEI 11u1 

• Participate in the Annual Eva lu ation ol' the distri ct Parent Involvement 
Poli cy. coordinate the collect ion and reporting of all di stri ct advisory 
group eva luati ons by the District Adv isory Co un cil (DAC) fo r 
compensatory educa ti on programs. 

• Participate in the 1·evision of the dis trict Parent In vo lvement Poli cy. as 
needed . accordin g to evaluation results. 

• Conduct Oistrict Advisory Council (DAC ) review of programs in the 
Consolidated Application with input fo r budget consideration. 

• 

6. The di stri ct will build the schoo ls· and parent' s ca paci ty fo r strong parental 
in volvement. in order to ensure effecti ve in vo lvement of parents and to suppo11 a 
partn ership among the schoo l in volved. parents . and the co111111un ity to i111p rove 
student academic achieve111 ent. th rough th e fo ll owing ac ti vi ti es spec ificall y 
descr ibed below: 

• A. The schoo l di stri ct will. with th e ass istance of its Title I. Part J\ 
schoo ls. prov ide ass istance to parents of chil dren served by the schoo l 
district or sc hool. as appropriate . in un derstandi ng top ics such as the 
State's academic conte nt standards. 

• the State's student academi c ac hievement standard s. 
• th e State and loca l acade111i c asscss111ents including alternate 

assessments. 
• the requirements of Pa rt A. 
• how to monito r th eir child 's progress. and 
• how to work with educators 

by und ertaking these ac ti vities: 
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• Di strict wide Parent Leadership Confe rence. inc ludi ng in formation 
penaining to Title I 

• Workshops for fa milies such as: Lnderstanding School Score Cards. 
Understanding Resu lts 13ased Inquiry. Understanding the Stand ards 
Based Report Card . Learn to Read your Child's Transcript. etc. 

• To help parents understand the State content standards. deve lop and 
offer Parclll Friend!} Standards ( 1'. - 12) wo1lshops. curricu!wii. and 
mate rial s. in.:ludin!.!" rblrnp, 011 the -( 0 111111 0 11 ( ore curriculum and 
the Lo 'al Co111rol Fund in!.! Formula . 

• Prc1, ide i11for111a1io11 tin the C:t1m11101~ ( ,11·,· 1:urri1:ulu111 in cut·h :,dw,11 
,i tc· ·, 12arent regi strati on pacl.et 

13 . The sc hoo l dist rict will. wi th the assistance of it~ sc hools. provide material s 
and training to help parents work wi th their children to improve their 
child ren ·s academic achievement. such as literaC) training. and using 
technology. as appropriate. to fos ter parental involvement. by: 

-----;G ITering Classes through Oakland :\dult a,ia Career Education 1ha1 
'Ael13 flB ren ts worl, v, ith their ehild ren to i1T113rove their ehildren ·s 
aeudemie achievement. . 

• Developing and offering programs such as Family Math l\ ights. 
l{ cading Nights. Family Literacy Programs. etc . 

• Providing fami lies with in formation and materials about how to 
work with their children to improve academ ic performance at 
events such as 13 ack to School :-.:ights and Open Houses. 

• Provide materials and training to help pare nts work with their 
chil dren on student goa l sett ing. 

C. The sc hool di strict will. with the ass istance of its sc hoo ls and parents. educa te 
it s teachers. pup il services personnel. principals and other staff. in how to 
reach out to. communicate with. and work with parents as eq ual partners. in 
the va lue and utility o f contribu tions of parents. and in how to imp lement and 
coordin ate parent programs and build ties between parents and sc hoo ls. by: 

• Deve lopi ng a curriculum and offeri ng training for dislrict and 
sc hool si te staff about how to engage familie s to increase academi c 
ac hi evement 

• Prod uci ng and di sseminating learning material s on family 
engage ment to staff 

• i\ormalizing fam ils, engage men t as pan of the discou rse 011 

improving academic ac hievemen t at sc hools 
• Recognizing and publicizi ng OUSD fam ily engagement successes 

and it s impact on student ac hie veme nt 
• Ass isting parents in supporting literacy ac tiv ities at home. e.g. 

understanding district programs suc h as Open Court l{eading. 
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D. The sc hoo l di strict wi ll take the fo llowi ng actions to ens ure that information 
related to the sc hoo l and parent- programs. meetings. and other activities. is 
se nt to the parents of participati ng ch ildren in an unde1·standable and uni form 
for mat. in cl uding alterna ti ve fo rm ats upon request. and. to the extent 
practicab le. in a lnnguagc th e parents ca n understand: 

• Translation Center 
• 13CLA D teacher to document IO hours of service at sc hoo ls 
• 15% or more students are English Learners 

PART Ill. DI SCRETIO~ ARY DI STRICT WIDE PARENTAL INVOL VEME~T 
POLIC Y COM PONENT S 

The district recogn izes that in the context of the ri ch diversi ty of our city. fa mil ies from 
all rac ial. ethn ic . cu ltu ral. economic. and ed ucat ional backgrou nd s share com mon ground 
in being involved in their children's learning. and in wanting their ehildren to succeed in 
sc hoo l and in li fe. fa111i li es can and do have a pos iti ve influence on their chi ld ren·s 
lea rning. Fami lies can and do influence achievement by hold ing schools and sc hoo l 
di stricts accountab le for high performance. To ac hieve academic success fo r al l students. 
we must tap th e power of the family . 

I. The dist.-ict and the schools within the di strict will provide families across the 
grades levels. from preschool through grade 12, with a broad range of opportunities 
for involvement, including in advocacy ro les, leadnship roles, and in learning. 

• Advocacy: famil ies part icipate in shar ing responsib ility to advance learni ng and 
so lve proble111s concerning 

o An individual chi ld 's ed ucati on 
o Academic success for all children in the school 

• Leadership: parents and caregive rs motivate and support ot her people to work 
collective ly to bri ng about sc hool improvement and raise achievement. including 
in sc hoo l govern ance. grassroots leade rship and shared decision making. 

• Learni ng: learning for the whole fam il y that empowers pare nt s and caregivers to 
boost student ac hievement 

o Action oriented ad ult learning: Parents and caregivers are ac ti ve!) 
learning to become effec tive advocates and leaders 

e, Student learning: Parent and caregivers engage with stude nts in ac ti vi ties 
and practices at home that promote student learning throughout the sc hoo l
aged years 

• Participan ts in the School Community: Families attend broad sc hool eve nt s and 
lend a helping hand 

7 



2. Eve1·y schoo l will address Family Engagement and name particular strategic 
practices in its Single Plan for Student Ac hievement (SPSA), outlining programs 
that are com prehensive, well -r, ian neci, and io,1g-lasting. 

• Comprehensive 
o Have ex pli ci t connections to lea rning plan goa ls 
o Contain a va ri ety of engage ment activities and practices 
o Reach out to diverse fam ilies: provide trans lati on of material s. meetings. 

and ot her communication into home languages 
• Well-planned 

o I dent if')' specific measu rab le goa ls th at arc monitored 
o In fo rm ed and guided by cycles of inquiry 
o Be grou nded in research and relevant schoo l da ta 

• Long-lasting 
o Create permanent structures to support engagement 
c Ali gn wit h a long term commitment and vision fo r fa mily engageme nt 
c Sustain ex ist in g parent leadership and build new parent leaders hi p 

3. The Board of Education recognizes the importance of administrative leader·ship 
in setting expectations and creating a climate conducive to famil y engagement. The 
district and the schools within the district will strive to create. grow, and s ustain a 
relationa l cu lt ure focused on learning with a common vision about academic success 
for every stude nt, and a commitment among parents and caregivers, school staff, 
and community members to share responsibility and hold one another accountable 
for achieving that vision. 

• \\'c will strive to create tru sting co llaborative relationships in the sc hool. With 
respect to parents and caregivers. the sc hool will : 

o be inviting and we lcomi ng of them 
o respect their concern s 
o honor their contributions 

• \\'e will recognize. respect and address: 
c, Needs of the families and commu ni ty 
o Differences in socioeconon1ic class. and the socia l d) namics and power 

imbalances these differences create 
o Differences in race/ethn icity/nat iona lity/cultu re/language and the soc ial 

dynamic s and power imbalances these differe nces create 
\Ve will share power and responsibi lity wi th families 

4. The district will provide profess ional developmen ! opportunities for staff and 
technical assistance to schools to enhance undus\:n,ding and effectiveness of family 
engagement practices. 

5. The district and the schools within the district will be guided by the Community 
Pia n fo r Acrnu ntability in Scboor's (Co m19 AS) Stanria ro'! i in planning, implementing, 
am't assi:-~-i,'mg Family Engage111c11\ p.-ugn,ms and ac\"1vWies. 

ComPAS Standtro's 

8 



I. \Ve will ensure that ever) student has learning opponunities that promote cultura l 
1·esponsiveness and securit) 

2. We wi ll ensure that every student and fomi l) is in fo rmed and can choose the 
educational progra ms that meet their needs . 

. ,. \Ve will ensure that every student and famil) has timel y access to da ta abou t 
performa nce and sa ti sfaction and provides input into key sc hool and di stl"ict 
priorities and decisions used to make improvc 111cn1s in their school communi ty. 

-! . We will ensure that students panicipate ac ti ve ly in multi-generational learning 
communi ties and have in th eir lives adult s who pursue individual deve lopment 
and continued learning opportu nities . 

.'i. \Ve will ensure th at every student has a ri goro us. personalized and fulfillin g 
academ ic experience. 

6. We will ensure that every student learns in an environment that builds resilienq . 
where there arc high expectations. caring and suppor,i vc cond itions. and 
meaningful oppo11L1nities for all to participate . 

7. We wi ll ensure that there is clear. direct and timely communication and space for 
members of the school comnHmity to engage in meaningful and productive 
di alogue. 

8. We wi ll ensure that every student has access to nut1·itious meals. clean learning 
environm ent s. mental and ph) sical health support . physica l education and adu lt s 
who sup11011 heal thy . sustaimiblc li ving . 

9. \Ve will ensure that every student is safe at schoo l. and has safe passage to and 
from schoo l and in the neighborhood surrounding the sc hool. 

In the end. our vision is th at every pa1·ent and caregiver in Oakland has a voice and 
dec ision-maki ng power in their child "s education: that families and teac hers work 
together towards their cl1ild ·s ac l1i evement: that fomi lies understand what their child is 
being held accountable for and by when: and th at we arc holding familie s accountable for 
their ro le as they hold us to ours. Ultimate ly. we want parents and caregivers to trul y 
have co-ownership of our sc hoo ls so that together they can help our children become 
successful and health y adu lts. 

PART IV . ADOPTION 

This district wide Parental Involvement Policy has been deve loped jointly with. and 
agreed on with. parents of children partic ipating in Title I. Pan A programs. as evidenced 
by: 

District Advisory Council meetings. ~.4ay 17. 2007 and Jtrne 7. 2007 . J c,b. 
21. 201 3. \l.11 . 2 1. 201 3 and .\pril 18. 20 1.i. 

• Presentations and di scussions at sc hoo l sites - School Site Counci l 
meetings. Engl ish Learner Ad visory Comm ittee meetings. PTA meetings. 
Parent Leaders meetings. Special Education Par·ents meetings. etc . 
March. 2007 through April. 2007 

• ,Use Your Voiee survey of parents. condueted by Performance 
Ma11a;eme11t. F"eenrnary. 2007 

() 
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• Distri ct 1:11 glish Learner Committee meeting. Ma) I .'i. 2007 

Legal Reference: 
EDUC Al ION CODE 
I I .'i00-1 1506 Programs to encourage parental in,olve1nent 
LABOR CODI:: 
230.8 ·1 irne off to visit chi ld 's sc hoo l 

Manage ment Resources: 
COE PROGRAM ADVISOR IES 
0928 .90 Gu idelines fo r the development of poli cies on parent involve ment. SPB: 90 191-

BE POLICIES 
Parent lnvoh e111ent in the Education of Their Children. 199-l 

711-1 0-l : 6/ 1-1 '06 ,\ : 6 '27 071\ : 01 ,-, 1-l 
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OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Board Policy 

BP 6020 
Instruction 

Parent Involvement 

PART I. GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 

The district shall implement the following statutory requirements : 

• The school district will put into operation programs, activities and 
procedures for the involvement of parents in all of its schools with 
Title I, Part A programs, consistent with section 1118 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Those programs, 
activities and procedures will be planned and operated with 
meaning[ ul consultation with parents of participating children. 

• Consistent with section 1118, the school district will work with its 
schools to ensure that the required school-level parental involvement 
policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESE/\ , and 
each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with 
section 1118(d) of the ESEA. 

• The school district will incorporate this district wide parental 
involvement policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of 
the ESEA. 

• In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, 
to the extent practicable, the school district and its schools will provide 
full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English 
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory 
children, including providing information and school reports required 
under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform 
format and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the 
extent practicable, in a language parents understand . 

• If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of 
the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, 
the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan 
when the school district submits the plan to the State Department of 
Education. 

• The school district will involve the parents of children served in Title 
I, Part A schools in decisions about how the I percent of Title 1, Part A 



PART II. 

funds reserved for parental involvement is spent, and will ensure that 
not less than 95 percent of the one percent reserved goes directly to the 
schools . 

• The school district will be governed by the following statutory 
definition of parental involvement, and expects that its Title I schools 
will carry out programs, activi ties and procedures in accordance with 
this definition: 

Parental involvement means the pa11icipation of parents in regular. two
,,·ay. and meaningful communication invo lving student academic 
learning and ot her sc hool activities. including ensuring--

(A) that parents arc va lued for integra l ro le in ass ist ing the ir 
child 's learn ing: 

(B) that parents arc encouraged to be acti ve!) invo lved in their 
child 's education at schoo l: 

(C) that parents arc fu ll panncrs in their child 's education and 
arc included. as appropriate. in decision-making and on 
adv isor) committees to assist in the ed ucation of their child: 

(D) the ca rrying out of other ac ti vities. such as those described in 
section 11 18 of the ESEA. 

DESCRIPTION OF HOW DISTRI CT WILL IMPLEMEfil 
REQUIRED DISTIUCT WIDE PARENTA L INVOLVE1':!E NT 
POLICY COMPONENTS 

1. The district will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint 
development of its district wide parental involvement plan under section 1112 of 
the ESE!\.: 

• Engage with parents on the District Advisory Council in the evaluation of 
the district wide parental involvement plan, and in any necessary revisions 
or additions to the plan. 

• Engage with parents on the Disrict English Learner Comimittee in the 
evaluation of the district wide parental involvement plan, and in any 
necessary revisions or additions to the plan. 

• Engage with parents at schools at meetings organized by Principals, 
Family Engagement Coordinators, School Site Councils, English Learner 
Advisory Committees, PT J\.s, Parent Leadership Teams, family centers, 
and other parent leaders. 

• Engage with parent leaders of community based organizations that have 
parent constituencies 



2. The district will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of 
school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA: 

• Actively recruit and support parents to authentically participate on 
School Site Councils and English Learner Advisory Committees . 

• Support PTAs and other parent groups to engage parents in promoting 
increased academic achievement. 

• Provide opportunities for parent learning that builds understanding and 
capacity of parents to be involved in the process of school review and 
improvement 

• Conduct SSC Summit to provide additional support to SSCs of program 
improvement schools with involvement of parents in school review and 
improvement 

• Share information on each school ' s progress in meeting all 
accountability measures . 

• Provide leadership development opportunities for parents. 
• Use district communication tools (e.g. OUSD website) to publicize 

information about NCLB, required notifications, and LEA addendum 

3. The district will provide the following necessary coordination, technical 
assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and 
implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic 
achievement and school performance: 

• Parent surveys such as "Use Your Voice" will help to identify the 
specific needs for support in planning and implementing effective 
parental involvement acti vities to improve student achievement. 

• District SSCs and ELACs will provide additional feedback on parent 
involvement needs at the sites . 

• Provide training for SSC, ELAC, DAC, and DELAC members 
• Provide opportunities for learning and professional development for 

school based family engagement staff on planning and implementing 
effective parental involvement activities to improve student 
achievement 

• Develop a learning community for school based family engagement 
staff that promotes collaboration and coordination 

• Provide training for site based administrators 
• Develop materials and resources to support schools 
• Provide support to schools in developing parent centers by developing 

a centralized comprehensive family center, and by incubating a 
network of satellite family centers 

4. The district will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies and 
activities in Part A with parental involvement strategies under the following 
programs: 



• Early Reading First 
• Reading First 

5. The district will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of 
parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental 
involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A schools . The 
evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in 
parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are 
economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have 
limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background) . The school 
district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement 
policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, 
and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of parents) its parental 
involvement policies. 

• Review relevant data from the district wide "Use Your Voice" survey, 
School Portfolio Manager' s census of schools, ongoing assessments 
and evaluations of implementation activities, family engagement 
sections of school site plans, etc. 

• Engage with parents about the effectiveness of family engagement 
practices and activities in schools, at meetings organized by 
Principals, Family Engagement Coordinators, School Site Councils, 
Engli sh Leamer Advisory Committees, PTAs, Parent Leadership 
Teams, family centers, etc. Provide translation services, as 
appropriate, at parent/community meetings. 

• Participate in the Annual Evaluation of the district Parent Involvement 
Policy, coordinate the collection and reporting of all district advisory 
group evaluations by the District Advisory Council (DAC) for 
compensatory education programs. 

• Participate in the revision of the district Parent Involvement Policy, as 
needed, according to evaluation results . 

• Conduct District Advisory Council (DAC) review of programs in the 
Consolidated Application with input for budget consideration. 

6. The district will build the schools ' and parent ' s capacity for strong parental 
involvement, in order to ensure eff ectivc involvement of parents and to support a 
partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve 
student academic achievement, through the following activities specifically 
described below: 

• A. The school district will , with the assistance of its Title I, Part A 
schools, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school 
district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the 
State' s academic content standards, 



• the State' s student academic achievement standards, 
• the State and local academic assessments including alternate 

assessments, 
• the requirements of Part A, 
• how to monitor their child ' s progress, and 
• how to work with educators 

by undertaking these activities : 
• District wide Parent Leadership Conference, including information 

pertaining to Title I 
• Workshops for families such as : Understanding School Score Cards, 

Understanding Results Based Inquiry, Understanding the Standards 
Based Report Card, Learn to Read your Child ' s Transcript, etc. 

• To help parents understand the State content standards, develop and 
offer Parent Friendly Standards (K-12) workshops, curriculum, and 
materials 

8 . The school district will , with the assistance of its schools, provide materials 
and training to help parents work with their children to improve their 
children 's academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using 
technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement, by: 

• Offering Classes through Oakland Adult and Career Education that 
help parents work with their children to improve their children ' s 
academic achievement 

• Developing and offering programs such as family Math Nights, 
Reading Nights, Family Literacy Programs, etc . 

• Providing families with information and materials about how to 
work with their children to improve academic performance at 
events such as Back to School Nights and Open Houses. 

• Provide materials and training to help parents work with their 
children on student goal setting. 

C. The school district will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, educate 
its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff, in how to 
reach out to , communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, in 
the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and 
coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by: 

• Developing a curriculum and offering training for district and 
school site staff about how to engage families to increase academic 
achievement 

• Producing and disseminating learning materials on family 
engagement to staff 



• Normalizing family engagement as part of the discourse on 
improving academic achievement at schools 

• Recognizing and publicizing OUSD family engagement successes 
and its impact on student achievement 

• Assisting parents in supporting literacy activities at home, e.g. 
understanding district programs such as Open Court Reading. 

D. The school district will take the following actions to ensure that information 
related to the school and parent- programs, meetings, and other acti ities, is 
sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform 
format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent 
practicable, in a language the parents can understand: 

• Translation Center 
• BC LAD teacher to document 10 hours of service at schools 
• 15% or more students are English Learners 

PART III.DISCRETIONARY DISTRICT WIDE PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
POLICY COMPONENTS 

The district recognizes that in the context of the rich diversity of our city, families from 
all racial, ethnic, cultural, economic, and educational backgrounds share common ground 
in being involved in their children's learning, and in wanting their children to succeed in 
school and in life. Families can and do have a positive influence on their children's 
learning. Families can and do influence achievement by holding schools and school 
districts accountable for high performance. To achieve academic success for all students, 
we must tap the power of the fami ly. 

1. The district and the schools within the district will provide families across the 
grades levels, from preschool through grade 12, with a broad range of opportunities 
for involvement, including in advocacy roles, leadership roles, and in learning. 

• Advocacy: families participate in sharing responsibility to advance learning and 
solve problems concerning 

o An individual child' s education 
o Academic success for all children in the school 

• Leadership: parents and caregivers motivate and support other people to work 
collectively to bring about school improvement and raise achievement, including 
in school governance, grassroots leadership and shared decision making. 

• Learning: learning for the whole family that empowers parents and caregivers to 
boost student achievement 

o Action oriented adult learning: Parents and caregivers are actively 
learning to become effective advocates and leaders 



o Student learning: Parent and caregivers engage with students in activities 
and practices at home that promote student learning throughout the school
aged years 

• Participants in the School Community: Families attend broad school events and 
lend a helping hand 

2. Every school will address Family Engagement and name particular strategic 
practices in its Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA), outlining programs 
that are comprehensive, well-planned, and long-lasting. 

• Comprehensive 
o Have explicit connections to learning plan goals 
o Contain a variety of engagement activities and practices 
o Reach out to diverse families; provide translation of materials, meetings, 

and other communication into home languages 
• Well-planned 

o Identify specific measurable goals that are monitored 
o Informed and guided by cycles of inquiry 
o Be grounded in research and relevant school data 

• Long-lasting 
o Create permanent structures to support engagement 
o Align with a long term commitment and vision for family engagement 
o Sustain existing parent leadership and build new parent leadership 

3. The Board of Education recognizes the importance of administrative leadership 
in setting expectations and creating a climate conducive to family engagement. The 
district and the schools within the district will strive to create, grow, and sustain a 
relational culture focused on learning with a common vision about academic success 
for every student, and a commitment among parents and caregivers, school staff, 
and community members to share responsibility and hold one another accountable 
for achieving that vision. 

• We will strive to create trusting collaborative relationships in the school. With 
respect to parents and caregivers, the school will: 

o be inviting and welcoming of them 
o respect their concerns 
o honor their contributions 

• We will recognize, respect and address: 
o Needs of the famil ies and community 
o Differences in socioeconomic class, and the social dynamics and power 

imbalances these differences create 
o Differences in race/ethnicity/nationality/culture/language and the social 

dynamics and power imbalances these differences create 
• We will share power and responsibility with families 

4. The district will provide professional development opportunities for staff and 
technical assistance to schools to enhance understanding and effectiveness of family 
engagement practices. 



5. The district and the schools within the district will be guided by the Coiiiwunity 
Plan for Accountability in Schools (ComP AS) Standards in planning, i~ enting, 
and assessing Family Engagement programs and activities. 

ComPAS Standards 
l . We will ensure that every student has learning opportunities that promote cultural 

responsiveness and security 
2. We will ensure that every student and family is informed and can choose the 

educational programs that meet their needs . 
3. We will ensure that every student and family has timely access to data about 

performance and satisfaction and provides input into key school and district 
priorities and decisions used to make improvements in their school community . 

4. We will ensure that students participate actively in multi-generational learning 
communities and have in their lives adults who pursue individual development 
and continued learning opportunities. 

5. We will ensure that every student has a rigorous, personalized and fulfilling 
academic experience. 

6. We will ensure that every student learns in an environment that builds resiliency, 
where there arc high expectations, caring and supportive conditions, and 
meaningful opportunities for all to participate. 

7. We will ensure that there is clear, direct and timely communication and space for 
members of the school community to engage in mcaningf ul and productive 
dialogue. 

8. We will ensure that every student has access to nutritious meals, clean learning 
environments, mental and physical health support, physical education and adults 
who support healthy, sustainable living. 

9. We will ensure that every student is safe at school , and has safe passage to and 
from school and in the neighborhood surrounding the school. 

In the end , our i.·isian js that every parent and caregiver in Oakland has a voice and 
decision-making power in their child ' s education; that families and teachers work 
together towards their child ' s achievement; that families understand what their child is 
being held accountable for and by when; and that we are holding families accountable for 
their role as they hold us to ours. Ultimately, we want parents and caregivers to truly 
have co-ownership of our schools so that together they can help our children become 
successful and healthy adults. 

,-tDOPTlON 

This district wide Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and 
agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced 
by: 

• District Advisory Council meetings, May 17, 2007 and June 7, 2007. 



• Presentations and discussions at school sites - School Site Council 
meetings, English Leamer Advisory Committee meetings, PTA meetings, 
Parent Leaders meetings, Special Education Parents meetings, etc. -
March, 2007 through April, 2007 

• Use Your Voice survey of parents, conducted by Performance 
Management, Februuary, 2007 

• District English Leamer Committee meeting, May 15, 2007 

Legal Reference: 
EDUCATION CODE 
11500-11506 Programs to encourage parental involvement 
LABOR CODE 
230.8 Time off to visit child's school 

Management Resources : 
COE PROGRAM ADVISORIES 
0928. 90 Guidelines for the development of policies on parent involvement, SPB: 90/91-
3 
SBE POLICIES 
Parent Involvement in the Education of Their Children, 1994 

7/14/04; 6/14/06A; 6/27/07A 


