
La Escuelita Elementary: 
K-8

Anticipated Start: 2013-14



Grade Configuration Change
Grade configuration change represents the expanding of a school’s grade 
configuration to serve either grades PK-8, PK-12 or 6-12.  Approach would expect 
each school to grow each grade one year at a time.  The proposal expects to 
analyze annually the educational benefits of the expanded grades and consider the 
educational benefits of additional grade configuration changes in other school 
settings. Grade configuration change proposals included here are intended to 
expand quality programs. 

Strategy for maximizing assets
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Strategy for maximizing assets

Recommendation: 
Approval of a grade configuration change for La Escuelita Elementary to serve 
students in grades K to 8, anticipated to begin July 1, 2013.

• La Escuelita is anticipated to maintain its upcoming 5th grade class to become its 
first 6th grade class for the 2013 year, serving approximately 64 students. Each 
subsequent year they will add an additional grade level until the 2015-16 school year 
when the school would reach capacity, serving grades K to 8.  The soon-to-be-
completed facility will house the Yuk Yau preschool in the same complex as La 
Escuelita.

• The middle school program will serve two groups each in 6th grade, 7th grade, and 
8th grade.
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SUMMARY:

Grade Configuration Change School Design Team will develop 
Expanding School Plans

PLAN - PART A: DUE December 1, 2011
• Framing of compelling rationale for expansion
• Description of how the current program/s meet goals of the Strategic Plan
• Identify value-add components of program/s
• Identify Key Practices
• Complete Feasibility Analysis (staffing, enrollment, facilities)

DECEMBER 14, 2011 Decision-Making re: Grade Configuration for 2012
JANUARY 25, 2012 Decision-Making re: Grade Configuration changes to take place 
no sooner than 2013

PLAN - PART B: If approved DUE April 1, 2012 
• Expanding-up program planning
• Develop implementation plan
• Operationalizing of program, i.e. staffing, budget, enrollment
• Identify central supports needed
• Identify structural supports needed

Restructuring Proposal: Grade Configuration Change Planning



Evaluation Criteria
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Facilities Needs for La Escuelita’s Grade Level Expansion:
The Facilities Department generated preliminary designs to construct a middle grades space within 
current plans for the educational complex that have been reviewed by members of the La Escuelita 
community. Construction would be dependent on a new facilities funding base and is not currently 
budgeted.  Expansion of the K-5 program will rely on new facilities funding and reflect construction 
timelines.
Estimated Cost: $25 million

STEP 4:
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Restructuring Proposal: Grade Configuration Change Planning

STEP 5:
What are the results of the Analysis of 
Demographics and Enrollment Implications? 

Transition Location Percentage of 
Students

Number 
Based on 64 6th grade 

students annually

Number of Middle 
Grades Students in 

Attendance 
Boundary

Westlake 36% 24 702

Roosevelt 6% 4 819

Edna Brewer 6% 4 468

Claremont 6% 4 186

Retain from leaving district* 36% 24

*As many as 24 students held within OUSD from 6-8th grade that would 
otherwise attend charter or non-District schools.

Results based on transition data from 2009-10 to 2010-11 that tracks where La Escuelita 5th graders go 
after elementary school. 7



What are the results of the Analysis of Demographics and Enrollment Implications? 
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Strategy for maximizing assets
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students in grades K to 8, anticipated to begin July 1, 2013.

• La Escuelita is anticipated to maintain its upcoming 5th grade class to become its 
first 6th grade class for the 2013 year, serving approximately 64 students. Each 
subsequent year they will add an additional grade level until the 2015-16 school year 
when the school would reach capacity, serving grades K to 8.  The soon-to-be-
completed facility will house the Yuk Yau preschool in the same complex as La 
Escuelita.

• The middle school program will serve two groups each in 6th grade, 7th grade, and 
8th grade.
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