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ACTION REQUESTED 

Approve the material revision to the Oakland Charter High School petition to expand the school program 
through usage of a secondary campus at 316 9th St in Oakland, CA. 

SUMMARY 
Staff recommends that the OUSD Board of Education approve the material revision to the Oakland Charter 
High School petition to expand to a second campus housing 11th and 12th grades. 

1) The satellite campus is located in close proximity to the current campus that will now serve 9th and 
1 oth grades only (2 blocks away). 

2) The new campus has a gymnasium that will be able to be utilized by both the middle school 
(Downtown Charter Academy) and high school students. 

3) Adequate support staff (Vice Principal and Administrative Assistant) will be assigned to the new 
satellite campus. 

4) The additional space allows for expansion of laboratories to meet science and technology instructional 
needs. 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

1) A Methods representatives submitted a material revision for the Oakland Charter High School petition 
on April 9, 2014 at a regularly scheduled Board of Education meeting. 

2) A public hearing was held on April 23 , 2014. Representatives from A Methods presented. 



 
 
STATUTORY BACKGROUND 
 
Pursuant to Education Code §47605: 
 
Charter law outlines the requirements related to the material revision of charter school petitions specific to 
proposed changes to the location of the charter school.  The following excerpts are taken from the Charter 
Schools Act, Education Code §47605: 
 
47605(a)(1) "(a) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school 

within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A 

petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within 

the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites 

within the school district, as long as each location is identified in the charter school petition." 

 

Education Code further states: “(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to 

establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall 

notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its 

charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If 

the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school's charter.” 

 

Education Code 47605(g) further states:  “The governing board of a school district shall require that the 

petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the 

school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the school … . The description of the facilities 

to be used by the charter school shall specify where the school intends to locate.” 

 

DISCUSSION 
 
Staff conducted an evaluation of the facilities plan related to the proposed material revision to the petition 
pursuant to the Charter Schools Act and with the application of the Oakland Unified School District Petition 
Evaluation Rubric.   
 
Oakland Charter High School is in good financial standing and has sufficient funds and enrollment to support 
expansion to a second campus.  In addition, a full time administrator and administrative assistant have been 
assigned to the new site to oversee the 11th and 12th grade students/programming. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Oakland Unified School District’s Board of Education approve the material 
revision of the Oakland Charter High School under the California Charter Schools Act.  The factual findings 
illustrated in this report demonstrate that the material revision to the petition satisfies Education Code 
§47607(a)(2): 
 
Any material revision to any charter component must be proposed and considered according to the standards 
and criteria in Education Code §47605.   
 
The proposed material revision also meets the requirements of  Education Code §47605 (a)(1) in that it 
identifies proposed multiple sites that are located within the geographic boundaries of the school district.  
 
 

A. FACILITIES PLAN    
 
The Facilities Plan should demonstrate that the petitioners understand the school’s facilities needs and 
its options for meeting those needs. 
 
Do the petitioners anticipate using a district facility or finding a facility independent of the district? 

X Non-district facility   District facility (Prop 39) 
 
X   Non-district facility  
A description of the plan for using a non-district facility excels if it has the following characteristics: 
 Informed assessment of anticipated facilities needs; 
 Estimated costs for anticipated facilities needs based on research and evidence; 
 A description of potential sites including location, size and resources; 
 Informed analysis of the viability of potential sites; 
 Adequate budget for anticipated facilities costs including renovation, rent, maintenance and utilities;  
 A schedule for securing a facility including the person responsible for implementation 
 An assurance of legal compliance (health and safety, ADA, and applicable building codes); and 
 Identified funding sources. 
 

 Facilities Plan: Does the facilities plan indicate a thorough understanding of the school’s needs? 
Inadequate Approaches Meets Excels 

  X  
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ANALYSIS:  FACILITIES PLAN 
If Meets or Excels;  
Strengths 

Reference If Approaches or Inadequate;  
Concerns & Additional Questions 

Reference 

- Petitioner has secured a building at 
316 9th St, Oakland, CA 

- The satellite campus is adequately 
staffed with a Assistant Principal and 
Administrative Secretary 

- Petition contains assurances and 
commitment to facility safety 

- A Method schools are in good 
financial standing  

-  AMethod procured the services of a 
broker, or conducted an appraisal of 
the proposed site, to ensure that it will 
pay fair market value for the site. 

 
The Petitioners will provide the 
following evidence that the facility 
complies with the following legal 
requirements prior to occupying the 
property: 
- Zoning:  The location of the 
school meets local zoning requirements. 
- Building Code:  Each building on 
the site meets applicable building code 
requirements. 
- The charter school has considered 
and met all requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 
- The proposed site has adequate 
classroom space, non-classroom space 
and specialized teaching space for the 
enrollment levels to be housed at the site. 
-       Compliance with California 
Department of Education regulations 
regarding safety factors for school site, 
including proximity to airports, high-
voltage power lines, hazardous air 
emissions, railroads, high-pressure 
natural gas lines, gasoline lines, 

II. Material 
Revision 
(p.1) 
(p. 3) 
 
p. 78 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email 
Interview 
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pressurized sewer lines and other high-
pressure water pipelines, propane tanks, 
noise, major roadways, geological studies 
and soils analysis, traffic safety, and safe 
routes to the school. 
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Oakland Unified School District 
Office of Charter Schools 

CHARTER TEXT REVISIONS – OCHS CHARTER SCHOOL 
  
APPENDIX I - REQUIRED CHARTER TEXT REVISIONS: The approved charter is amended from the filed 
petition to incorporate the revisions below.  The charter school must submit to the District’s Office of Charter Schools a 
revised charter to include all revisions outlined below in one hard copy and one electronic copy in WORD format on a 
CD or via email of no later than 5:00 pm on September 1, 2014. 
 

Charter Text Text 
Reference 

Revision 

Health and Safety Procedures Page  Add the following text and remove any text to the contrary: 
 
“OCHS shall occupy facilities that comply with the Asbestos 
requirement as cited in the Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA), 40CFR part 763.  AHERA requires 
that any building leased or acquired that is to be used as a 
school or administrative building shall maintain an asbestos 
management plan.” 
 

Facilities 
 

Page  Add the following text and remove any text to the contrary: 
 
“If OCHS fails to submit a certificate of occupancy or other 
valid documentation to the District verifying that the intended 
facility in which the school will operate complies with 
Education Code Section 47610, not less than 30 days before 
the school is scheduled to begin operation pursuant to the 
first year of this renewal term, it may not commence 
operations unless an exception is made by the Office of 
Charter Schools and/or the local planning department or 
equivalent agency.  If OCHS moves or expands to another 
facility during the term of this charter, OCHS shall provide a 
certificate of occupancy or other valid documentation to the 
District verifying that the intended facility in which the school 
will operate complies with Education Code Section 47610, to 
the District for each facility at least 30 days before school is 
scheduled to begin operations in the facility or 
facilities.  OCHS shall not begin operation in any location for 
which it has failed to timely provide a certificate of 
occupancy to the District, unless an exception is made by the 
Office of Charter Schools and/or the local planning 
department or equivalent agency.  
Notwithstanding any language to the contrary in this charter, 
the interpretation, application, and enforcement of this 
provision are not subject to the Dispute Resolution Process.” 
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