
IT’S BIGGER THAN SPORTS. THE CIF PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO BELONG, CONNECT AND COMPETE IN EDUCATION-BASED EXPERIENCES. 

To: Federated Council 

Date: September 3, 2026 

Re: Proposal to Amend Bylaw 207.B.(5)c.(viii)(i) - Unlimited Eligibility Applications 

Proposal Originated:  CIF Staff 

Proposal Reviewed Proposal Recommendation 
02/07/2025 - Sports Medicine Advisory Committee Discussion 
06/07/2025 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Discussion 
09/06/2025 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Reviewed Proposal 
10/07/2025 - Sports Medicine Advisory Committee Review 
01/13/2026 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Discussion 
02/24/2026 - Sports Medicine Advisory Committee Review 
06/08/2026 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Discussion; Forward to Executive Comm. 
08/27/2026 - Executive Committee First Reading 
10/08/2026 - Executive Committee Action Item 
10/09/2026 - Federated Council  First Reading 

Type:  Bylaw Addition  

Next:  February 5, 2026 Federated Council - Action Item 

Summary: 
The committee will consider a proposal to add Bylaw 207.B.(5)c.(viii)(i) to provide unlimited 
eligibility for students who transfer to a CIF member school under an approved Individual 
Student Mental Health hardship. 

Fiscal Impact: 
None 

Background: 
In consultation with the CIF Sports Medicine Advisory Committee, the Commissioners 
Committee identified the need to recognize Individual Student Mental Health as a potential 
qualifying hardship for unlimited eligibility. 

IV.B.3.



207.B.(5)c.(viii)(i) Unlimited Eligibility Applications 
 Exceptions to the determination of limited eligibility under Bylaw 207.B. (application for 

unlimited residential eligibility in all sports) may be applied for by the new school [CIF 
Form – (please use local CIF Section Form)] on behalf of the student. Consideration for 
unlimited residential eligibility will be given by the respective CIF Section upon review 
of the application only under the following provisions. 
(i) The student was scholastically eligible at the time of transfer from the former 

school. Students who are scholastically ineligible at their previous school will 
not be eligible to compete at their new school until the requirements in Bylaw 
205 are met and the new school has completed a grading period to verify that 
the student has met the CIF and school district scholastic eligibility 
requirements. A student cannot gain academic probation at the new school to 
fulfill this requirement if not available at prior school; AND 

(ii) The student is NOT transferring, either voluntarily or because their former 
school has determined they must withdraw, because of a disciplinary infraction 
at the former school as defined in Bylaw 209.C.(1); AND 

(iii) The student is not found by the CIF Section to have transferred to a school 
where their former high school coach has relocated or where a club coach, with 
whom they have been associated, is coaching per Bylaw 207.C.(4) or (5) & 
510.E; AND    

(iv) The student has not been determined by their respective CIF/Section Office or 
the CIF to have made a transfer or change in schools in violation of Bylaw 510; 
AND 

(v) The student has not competed at the new school at the sub-varsity level in that 
sport at any time following the transfer to the new school; students who chose 
to play at the sub-varsity level under the provisions outlined in (5)a. (Limited 
Eligibility Applications) above may not subsequently be granted unlimited 
eligibility for that same sport during the same season at the new school; AND 

(vi) No student shall be eligible to participate in the same sport at two (2) different 
schools in the same school year unless the student changed schools as a result 
of a valid change of residence or pursuant to a hardship approved by their 
respective CIF Section; AND  

(vii) A completed Unlimited Transfer Application (please use local CIF Section 
Form) and documentation required by the CIF Section is received by the 
respective CIF Section office and has been processed, reviewed and approved; 
AND 

(viii) One (1) of the following hardship circumstances is documented to the 
satisfaction of the respective CIF Section: 
(a) Court-Ordered Transfers  
 Unlimited eligibility may be granted by the CIF Section in which the 

student’s new school is located in cases where a student is 
residentially placed from one (1) school attendance area to the 
attendance area of the new school by a court order or a child 
protection order and all provisions listed above in c.(i-vii) are met. 
The student may be determined to have unlimited residential 
eligibility upon receipt of the CIF application (please use local CIF 
Section Form) and sufficient documentation (including but not 
limited to a copy of the court order) to satisfy that CIF Section 
Commissioner that the circumstances meet this criteria. The student 
will become eligible for varsity competition upon notification to the 
new school of the approval of such an application by the CIF Section. 

(b) Children of Divorced Parents 
 Unlimited eligibility may be granted by the CIF Section in which the 

student’s new school is located when a student changes residence 
from one (1) parent’s domicile to the other parent’s domicile as a 
result of a court-ordered custody change, or court ordered or 
approved joint custody agreements and all provisions listed above in 
c.(i-vii) are met. The student may be determined to have unlimited 
residential eligibility upon receipt of the CIF application (please use 
local CIF Section Form) and sufficient documentation (including but 
not limited to a copy of the divorce papers and custody agreements) 
to satisfy that CIF Section Commissioner that the circumstances meet 



this criteria. The student will become eligible for varsity competition 
upon notification to the new school of the approval of such an 
application by the CIF Section. 

(c) Individual Student Safety Incidents 
 Unlimited eligibility may be granted by the CIF Section in which the 

student’s new school is located when a student is transferring as a 
result of a specific, documented safety incident in which the student 
was involved and all provisions listed above in c.(i-vii) are met. The 
student may be determined to have unlimited residential eligibility 
upon receipt of the CIF application (please use local CIF Section 
Form) and sufficient documentation is submitted to satisfy that CIF 
Section Commissioner that the circumstances meet this criteria. 
Required documentation may include, but is not limited to, 
administrative records and documentation from the former school 
about the specific safety incident that occurred at the former school 
and/or police records (if any). The student will become eligible for 
varsity competition upon notification to the new school of the 
approval of such an application by the CIF Section. 

(d) Discontinued Program 
 When the former school, in which a student has been enrolled, 

discontinues a particular program in which the student had previously 
been enrolled or participated, and that student transfers to another 
school because of these circumstances, the student shall be 
determined to be residentially eligible for unlimited participation in 
the new school provided that new school offers a continuation of that 
same program and the student can show documentation that they 
were enrolled in or participated in that program at the former school 
and are currently enrolled or participating in that same program at the 
new school. 

(e) Foster Children or Homeless Children 
 A student who: (1) is under the court-ordered supervision of the 

California Foster Care System who has changed residences pursuant 
to a court order and as a result, has transferred schools, OR (2) is 
homeless as defined by 42 U.S.C. § 11302; shall be determined to be 
residentially eligible for unlimited participation in interscholastic 
athletics provided all other CIF rules and regulations are met. Under 
circumstance (1), a change of residence ordered by a social worker of 
the California Foster Care System shall be acceptable, provided all 
other CIF rules and regulations are met. Under circumstance (2), a 
determination by a Local Education Agency that the student meets 
the definition of homeless shall be acceptable, provided all other CIF 
rules and regulations are met. A subsequent transfer of schools by a 
homeless student while continuing to reside in the same 
residence/locale where the LEA declared the student "homeless" is 
subject to the transfer provisions of Bylaw 207. Section 
Commissioners shall render eligibility determinations for foster 
children and homeless children within 15 business days of receipt. 

 (Revised January 2016 Federated Council) 
(f) Military Service   
 A student shall be determined to be residentially eligible for 

unlimited participation interscholastic athletics when returning from 
military service provided:  
• The student was eligible when the student entered into the 

Armed Forces; AND  
• The student enrolls in the same school which the student 

attended before leaving for the service, or enrolls in the 
school in the district in which the student’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver reside; AND 

• The student enrolls in the school no later than the 
succeeding semester after being discharged; AND 

• Provided student did not receive a dishonorable discharge; 
AND 



• The student is fully eligible under all other rules of the CIF. 
(g) Married Status  
 A student who marries and lives with the student’s spouse shall be 

determined to be residentially eligible for unlimited participation in 
interscholastic athletics in the school in the attendance area in which 
the student and their spouse resides. 

(h) Board of Education Ruling 
 A student, or group of students, who transfer as a direct result of a 

ruling by the Board of Education of a school district that has two (2) 
or more high schools and which mandates a change of school 
attendance boundaries shall be determined to be residentially eligible 
for unlimited participation in interscholastic athletics in the school in 
the attendance area in which the student(s) are required to attend, 
provided the Board of Education Ruling is not a result of a 
disciplinary situation. 

(i) Individual Student Mental Health 
Unlimited eligibility may be granted by the CIF Section in which the 
student’s new school is located when a student is transferring because 
of a specific, documented diagnosis relating to mental health, and all 
provisions listed above in c.(i-vii) are met. The student may be 
determined to have unlimited residential eligibility immediately 
preceding the transfer upon receipt of corroborating, documented 
opinions that must be obtained from both the School/District and 
outside entities, the latter of which are involved in the student’s 
mental health. 
•  Previous School/District entities include the following: 

o Principal – Mandatory 
o School/District licensed clinical mental health provider 

(e.g., PhD, PsyD, LCSW, LMFT) – Mandatory 
o Documentation of the plan developed, and steps taken by 

the current high school to attempt to remedy the situation, 
including the timeline of dates 

•  Outside entities include the following: 
o Student’s licensed clinical mental health provider, or 

licensed physician (MD/DO), or nurse practitioner (NP) 
with training in treating mental health conditions – 
Mandatory 
 The letter must be written on official letterhead with 

the medical provider’s license number and signature 
 The document must entail all the following: 

 Date of when treatment started 
 Documentation of ongoing treatment for at least 

3 months/90 days 
 Frequency of appointments 
 Anticipated duration of distress and impairment 

of function 
 Statement that the medical provider is in full 

support of transfer to another school for mental 
health reasons 

 Plan for ongoing care when the student athlete’s 
request for transfer has been approved 

• Authorization of release of medical files 
 

(Revised April 2018 Federated Council)  
(May 2019 Removed (i) Open Enrollment Act Schools/Low Achieving Schools 
as it was eliminated by the State Legislature) 

 


