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To: Federated Council

Date: September 3, 2026

Re: Proposal to Add Bylaw 503.M. - Spectators (Assault)

Proposal Originated: Commissioners Committee

Proposal Reviewed Proposal Recommendation

01/13/2026 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Discussion
06/08/2026 - Commissioners Advisory Committee Discussion; Forward to EC

08/27/2026 - Executive Committee First Reading
10/08/2026 - Executive Committee Action Item
10/09/2026 - Federated Council First Reading

Type: Bylaw Addition
Next: February 5, 2026 Federated Council - Action Item

Summary:

The committee will consider a proposal to add Bylaw 503.M. - Spectator (2) to address
incidents in which spectators physically assault a person other than a game or event
official (Bylaw 210.C. already address those instances).

Fiscal Impact:
None

Background:

There are currently Bylaws in place to address when a student-athlete, coach or
spectator assaults a game or event official (See Bylaw 210). However, there is a need
to address when a spectator commits physical assault not involving a game or event
official. This Bylaw addition would address those occurrences.

This Bylaw amendment will be for immediate implementation upon approval of
the Federated Council.
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IT’S BIGGER THAN SPORTS. THE CIF PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO BELONG, CONNECT AND COMPETE IN EDUCATION-BASED EXPERIENCES.
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Statewide Sportsmanship and Ejection Policy

Player:

A player who is ejected from a contest (for reasons other than fighting or leaving the bench area during a
fight) shall be ineligible to participate in the remainder of that contest (event) and his or her team’s future
contest (s) as outlined below:

€8 First Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate in the team’s next contest. Player may remain on
the bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the team’s
next contest. If the ejection occurs in the last game of the season, the player would be ineligible for
the team’s first contest the following season. If the player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible
for the first contest of their next season of sport.

?2) Second Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate in the team’s next three (3) contests. Player may
remain on the bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for
the team’s next three (3) contests. If the season concludes prior to the player serving the three (3)
contests suspension, he or she would be ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the
suspension for the team’s following season. If the player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible
for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for their next season of sport.

3) Third Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate for the remainder of that season. Player may
remain on the bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for
the team’s remaining contest that season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests remaining in the
season, the player would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for the team’s following season as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter. If the player is a
senior, he or she would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for the next season of sport as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.

A player who is ejected from a contest for fighting or leaving the bench area during a fight* shall be
ineligible to participate in the remainder of that contest and his or her team’s future contests as outlined
below:

“4) First Ejection: Player (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct) is ineligible
to participate in the team’s next three (3) to six (6) contests as determined by the CIF Section
Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter. Player may remain on the bench for the duration of
that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the duration of the suspension. If the
season concludes prior to the player serving the full suspension, he or she would be ineligible for
the number of contests remaining on the suspension for the team’s following season. If the player is
a senior, he or she would be ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for
their next season of sport. *NFHS Rules indicate automatic one game suspension for leaving the
bench.

%) Second Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate for the remainder of that season. Player may
remain on the bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for
the team’s remaining contests that season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests remaining in the
season, the player would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for the team’s following season as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter. If the player is a
senior, he or she would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for their next season of sport as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.

Before a player may return to participate in a contest following a multiple game suspension for any of the
above infractions, the school principal must inform the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the
matter that they have met with the student-athlete, his or her parent/guardian/caregiver and coach to discuss
future behavioral expectations.

Appeals Process for Multi-Game Ejections:

The school principal may appeal the penalties listed above in writing to the League Commissioner/President
(for a regular season contest not including the final contest prior to Section playoffs) or CIF Section
Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter (for the final contest prior to Section playoffs and all playoff
contests). The appeal must be received by the Section with 48 hours of the date of the ejection. Reasons for
the appeal may only include misidentification of the ejected player or a misapplication of the rule. There will
be no appeal regarding the judgment of an official.

Note: There is no appeal process for single game ejections.



Coach:
A coach who is ejected from a contest (for reasons other than fighting) shall be disqualified from
participating in the remainder of that contest and his or her team’s future contest (s) as outlined below:

(6) First Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the team’s next contest. Coach must
immediately vacate the playing area and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain from
having any communication with the team or other coaches for the remainder of that contest and for
the team’s next contest. If the ejection occurs in the last game of the season, the coach would be
ineligible for the team’s first contest the following season.

(@) Second Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the team’s next three (3) to six (6)
contests as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter. Coach
must immediately vacate the playing area and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain
from having any communication with the team or other coaches for the remainder of that contest
and for the team’s next three (3) to six (6) contests. If the ejection occurs in the last game of the
season, the coach would be ineligible for the team’s first three (3) to six (6) contests the following
season.

®) Third Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the remaining contests of that season.
Coach must immediately vacate the playing area and the vicinity in and around the contest and
refrain from having any communication with the team or other coaches for the remainder of that
contest and for the remaining contests of that season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests
remaining in the season, the coach would be disqualified from participating for up to six (6)
contests for the team’s following season as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with
jurisdiction in the matter.

A coach who is ejected from a contest for (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct)
shall be disqualified from participating in the remainder of that contest and his or her team’s future contests
as outlined below:

) Ejection for (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct): Coach is disqualified
from participating for the remainder of that season. Coach must immediately vacate the playing
area and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain from having any communication with the
team or other coaches for the remainder of that contest and for all of the team’s remaining contests
that season. If there are fewer than six (6) contests remaining in the season, the coach would be
disqualified from participating for up to six (6) contests for the team’s following season, as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.

Before a coach may return to participate in a contest following a multiple-contest disqualification, for any of
the above infractions, the school principal must inform the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the
matter that they have met with the coach to discuss future behavioral expectations.

Appeals Process for Multi-Game Ejections:

The school principal may appeal the penalties listed above in writing to the League Commissioner/President
(for a regular season contest, excluding the final contest before Section playoffs) or the CIF Section
Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter (for the final contest before Section playoffs and all playoff
contests). The Section must receive the appeal within 48 hours of the date of the ejection. Reasons for the
appeal may only include misidentification of the ejected player or a misapplication of the rule. There will be
no appeal regarding the judgment of an official.

Note: There is no appeal process for single-game ejections.

Spectator:

(10) If a spectator is ejected from a contest, it is the responsibility of the school to ensure that person
does not attend that team’s next contest. If the same spectator is ejected a second time, it is the
responsibility of the school to ensure that person does not attend any of the remaining contests for
that season.

(11) Any spectator who commits physical assault immediately prior to, during, or immediately following
an interscholastic athletic contest shall be permanently banned from attending interscholastic
athletic contests. School administration and/or athletic staff shall immediately notify their local CIF
Section Office and CIF State Office whenever the school has knowledge of an assault at an
interscholastic contest in which their school participated or of an assault occurring on their school’s
grounds associated with an interscholastic athletic contest.



NOTE: Definition of a Physical Assault: A physical assault is the intentional infliction of or an attempt to inflict a
harmful or offensive touching or contact upon the person. Note that the rule is violated even if no contact is made
with the other person. Such conduct shall include verbal threats and/or intimidation either or before, during or
after the contest. All that is required is the “attempt.” However, the act constituting the attempt must be
accompanied by a specific intent, which may be inferred from the circumstances and nature of the act, to inflict a
harmful or offensive touching contact of the other person.

Enforcement:

See Bylaw 503. M. and Article 22.C.(1)(2)(3)(4)

(12) The Executive Director and/or Executive Committee or Section Commissioner and/or Section
Board of Managers shall have the power to suspend, to fine, or otherwise penalize any member
school for the violation of any CIF or Section rules and regulations or for just cause. The period of
suspension or other penalty shall be left to the discretion of the CIF governing body that has
jurisdiction of the matter, where the penalty is not fixed.

For Immediate Implementation



