








' 4EF._.\S, this is the same program, serving the same students at the same location that
ASCEND proposes to offer as a charter school;

\ 1EREAS, as a District school, ASCEND has made dramatic academic gains since it
opened in 2001, increasing 161 API points, moving from an API of 632 to an API of 793;

ITHEF AS, ASCEND is part of the District’s network of small schools that have dramatically
changed how students in the District are educated;

WHI EAS, ASCEND and the network of new small schools are a core part of the Theory of
Action i Jroved by the Board of Education in December 2011, and the District’'s commitment to
create and sustain a District of community schools that support the unique needs of each child,
while creating caring school communities that link every Oakland neighborhood;

REAS, because of the API growth at ASCEND and many other schools in the District,
for the seventh consecutive year, the District is the most improved urban school District in
California;

WL RE/ the District can not succeed at its strategic plan to create a Full Service
Community School District that serves the whole child, provides each child with a caring
environment that accelerates academic achievement and supports student success if after
millions of dollars in investment, individual schools that have achieved because of the District’s
investment can separate and opt out of the District, with the consequence that the District loses
its collective identity as a school system serving children in all neighborhoods in Oakland;

JAF S that:

1. Between 2000 and 2009, the District incubated and opened 49 new schools, one
of which was ASCEND;

2. ASCEND was founded by parents who partnered with a group of District teachers
to draft the initial school proposal for ASCEND;

3. As a District school, ASCEND has made dramatic academic gains since it opened
in 2001, increasing 161 API points, moving from an API of 632 to an API of 793;

4. The dramatic progress in student achievement at ASCEND is due to the
extraordinary partnership between the District and the community, strong, dedicated teacher
leadership, the school academic program, and broad community support, as evidenced by the
investment of more than $15 Million dollars in Oakland taxpayer bond monies in the new school
building which was completed in 2005-06;

5. The District’s partnership with ASCEND demonstrates the District’s commitment
(a) to a vision that maximizes the quality use of District assets in service of all children, families
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