June 3, 2009

Dear Dr. Yee,

When is enough, enough?

Is it when our Governor wants to cut 680 million dollars from grades K-12.

Is it when OUSD wants to trim 12-29 million?

Is it when we as parents are pretty much told point blank that unless we can raise/ pay
additional ten of thousands of dollars per year we will lose art, library, PE, music, garden
and all the other activities that enrich our children's educational experience and lives?

No it is none of these things. We as parents, téachcrs/ school administrators and as a
community have met all these "challenges" head on as a family and kept our beloved.
Sequoia School going strong and in demand as our neighborhood school.

BUT, I will tell you when enough is enough! It is when the school district starts taking
aim at our family, the fabric of what we have worked so hard for and the only thing that
makes and keeps our school what it is today, and with complete disregard attempts to
remove a 24 year veteran of our school, our "secretary”" Wendy Larson.

I say "secretary” because on paper to the district I suppose that is ail you see but the
district, af least in this case is sadly mistaken and needs to open its eyes and SEE who
Wendy is to our school and correct this error before it is too late.

Wendy is the matriarch of our school. I have been a Sequoia parent for 3 years and am
amazed at Wendy's skills both organizational and social. Unbelievably, she knows every
child by name and most of the parents as well. She is the "vice principle” as it were, the
"go to person” for questions and problems big and small: She is the nurse, hall monitor,
counselor, confidant, friend and champion of every parent, teacher and most importantly
student at Sequoia Elementary.

To move or remove Wendy Larson from Sequoia would be the most disgraceful kind of
injustice we have had to face as a school. Wendy Larson is not a pawn to moved around
indiscriminately like a piece on a board she is the heart and soul of our school and is
irreplaceable. ;

Please don't let this ridiculous snafu happen, there is no benefit to anyone on any level. 1
implore you on behalf of myself and all the Sequoia parents leave Wendy where she
belongs at Sequoia Elementary.

Laura Guagliano- Mont
Sequoia parent

510 336-2080 home
510 823-4071 cell
lguag@hotmail.com




Dear Dr. Yee,

As a Sequoia Elementary School parent I'm writing you to ask your help in
preserving Wendy Larson’s job at our school. The Human Resources Department has
notified Wendy that she is being reassigned from her fulltime position at Sequoia to a 3-
hour daily position at another school. Without Wendy there will be a steep decline in
school functioning and school service as there will no one to ‘perform key administrative
assistant tasks at Sequoia: ordering supplies, enrolling new students, or keepmg track of
substitutes, among others.
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As our District Feur representatwe to the ‘Oakland S\'hool Board, you know that
staff, parents and friends of Sequoia School work extremely hard to provide students with
arich educational experience. Retaining Wendy in her position is a key component to our
ongoing success.

1 am asking your support to make sure:
A Every possible avenue is explored for retaining Wendy in her position at Sequoia.
A Every effort is made to ensure Wendy is treated fairly by the District according to
SEIU contractual guidelines.

Sincerely,

cc: - Roberta Mayor, Interim Superintendent
Ursula Reed, Executive Officer for Human Resources
Nely Obligacion, SEIU Local 1021, OUSD Worksite Supervisor
Mynette Thread, SEIU Local 1021, Shop Steward
Jean Quan, Oakland City Council



May 29, 2009
Dear Dr. Yee,

We, the staff of Sequoia Elementary, are writing to express our outrage regarding the recent
OUSD decision to remove our amazing office secretary, Wendy Larson, from her position.
Wendy is the heart and soul of Sequoia. Removing her would be incredibly disruptive, even
damaging, to the greater Sequoia community, especially during these extremely difficult
financial times when Wendy is increasingly called on to fulfill even more roles than ever before.,

Wendy is not just a secretary. She has been an essential member of this community for 30 years,
shepherding three kids and two grandkids through the ranks. She has worked at Sequoia as a
noon supervisor, attendance clerk and secretary for a total of 24 years of outstanding service.
Thanks to her 30 year relationship with Sequoia she has an intimate knowledge of Sequoia
families. Not only does she know our students intimately, but she is on a first name basis with a
vast majority of Sequoia parents and extended family members.

Wendy is not just a secretary. In addition to the intense demands of her secretarial duties, she
also serves in many other capacities. She is the school nurse, handling everything from bloody
noses to ice packs to asthma medication. She is the ad hoc school counselor, providing social and
emotional support for students who need a break. She is the social coordinator, keeping track of
birthdays, births, etc., helping to build and maintain a social network at Sequoia which makes
teachers and staff feel supported, motivated and valued. Because of Wendy’s encyclopedic
knowledge of Sequoia, she is the go-to person for every single question.

Wendy is not just a secretary. She is an excellent office manager. Due to her superb
organizational skills and time management, as well as her hard work and dedication, Wendy is-
able to do so much more than is expected of her. This allows her to interact with students on a
personal basis,

Wendy is not just a secretary. She is a neighbor, a friend, a parent, a grandparent, and the
absolute heart of Sequoia. Sequoia’s growing reputation as a successful school is due in large
part to the strong community, of which Wendy is the backbone. We, the staff, are vehemently
opposed to the district’s abhorrent plan to displace Wendy from the Sequoia family.

As a longtime friend of Sequoia we're fooking to you for support in retaining Wendy's position.

The staff would like to meet with you immediately regarding this matter. Barbara Schmidt will
be calling to set up a meeting with you as soon as possible.

The Staff of Sequoia, (&// /f% 9,/@/-—/ Lﬁ%’%&
' =
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3558 Lincoln Ave
Qakland CA 94602

June 4, 2009
To whom this may concern:

I am writing after finding out that there are plans-to displace long time Sequoia
administrator Wendy Larson. This seems a grave mistake. Wendy is a long time member
of the Sequoia family and administrative team. By devaluing her place at the school, you
devalue our children’s education and our perception of what Sequoia means in the
community. Wendy is known as a knowledgeable and caring front office staff member
and has had what [ understand to be a long time career at Sequoia. She has been
described as the heart and soul of thé school and from my interactions with her that seems
apt. Human beings are not interchangeable and simply announcing that she is to be
bumped by another staffer from another school is unfathomable. This is simply
unacceptable on the part of the school district and must not be allowed to happen. Please

-step in to save the integrity of Sequoia, a school known for its high standards and warm
and welcoming atmosphere—qualities that are no doubt in part due to Wendy’s many
contributions at the school.

Best wishes,

(adl

Rachel Pepper



Mayra Montalvo

3441 Laguna Avenue, #1, Oakland, CA 94602

Dr. Gary Yee
Representative District 4
Board of Education
1025 Second Avenue
Qakland, CA 94606

Re:  Transfer of Wendy Larson
Dear Dr. Yee:

As a parent of Sequoia Elementary School, I am writing to request that the school district
reconsider replacing Wendy Larson. As a parent at Sequoia for the past seven years, it
never ceases to amaze me how much knowledge Wendy Larson has about each child that
attends Sequoia -- she knows each child by name, knows their siblings, and even knows
which language is spoken at each child’s home! She seems to be the “go to” person for
just about everything. She attends to the kids and the parents and the teachers and yet,
she always manages to take care of our requests.

It seems to me that for all of her hard work and dedication to our families, that Wendy
Larson should be rewarded. We know that these are difficult times for the school
districts, and times are difficult times for families as well. I hope that the school district
reconsider Wendy’s transfer and work with her and the Sequoia Community to come to
an agreeable resolution.




To Dr.Yee,

Wendy is going to lose her job at Sequoia because she is going to be
bumped by another clerk from another school, and we need Wendy to stay here.

We need Wendy to stay here at Sequoia because she does many things
for us that she does not have to do. After school, when she’s gone through a hard
day of work, if a student comes by telling Wendy that, “I forgot my homework in
the classroom. Can you open the door? ” Wendy will say, “Okay.” She will not
say, “No, it is your fault that you forgot your homework in the classroom. You
will have to wait until tomorrow.” No, she will not say that. When a student has a
flat ball Wendy will get the pump and pump the ball for us. She will not giveus
the pump and say, “Pump it,” or just give us a flat ball.

I want Wendy to stay because she has done many things for me. When
1 do not finish my homework on time, she lets me finish that homework in the
office. Also, when I was bleeding from my mouth, she gave me an ice pack to put
on my cheeks. Wendy let me sit in the office until I felt better, instead of saying,
“You will be okay. Go back to class.”

Every time I see Wendy she never has a grumpy face. She always has
a smile on her face, always! When ever someone asks her something, she
automatically says, “Okay.” She is so polite and patient with everyone.

Everyone from Sequoia wants Wendy to stay here at Sequoia
because Sequoia is like a home, and Wendy is our mother. We are her children,
We all want Wendy to stay here at Sequoia.

Sincerely,

Joey Martinez

Cc: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle
Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle



To Dr.Yee,

We need Wendy at Sequoia because without Wendy the school would
not run smooth, Wendy will lose her job here at Sequoia and it makes me
angry and sad at the same time. Since I have been here at this school Wendy
has always been there for me.

This is what Wendy does for our school. She doesn’t take breaks so
she can help you all the time if you get hurt by playing on the playground.
So it makes me sad knowing that if I get hurt that it would not be Wendy
helping me, but it would be some stranger.

This is what Wendy does for me. She puts on calamine lotion on my
skin when I need it, and if I did not have that lotion, I would be itching all
the time. It would make everyone around me distracted. I would be
scratching all the time if Wendy was not here.

Here is a very good reason for Wendy to stay at Sequoia. She will
keep your skateboards safe from anyone stealing it form the school. She also
pumps up the balls on her own time. If she didn’t do that no one would have
a ball to play with.

Wendy is always happy and smiling.©. 1 know that Wendy is good
to tell secrets to because she would not tell them to anyone. She is never
grumpy about her job, because she does not want anyone to feel bad for her.
She is a friend, a mom, a grandmamma, and also our secretary. I really hope
that she does not have to go because it would make me sad and angry. 1 hope
Wendy stays at Sequoia for as long as she wants.

Sincerely,

Paul Anthony Freitas

Cc: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle
Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle




To Dr. Yee,

As you already know, Ms. Wendy is being transferred to another
school, and it makes us angry that Oakland Unified would even think of
taking Ms. Wendy from Sequoia. That’s like having a remote with no
batteries. The remote wont work!

When I was benched for a couple months she always had work laid
out for me with sharpened pencils. And even though I was benched she still
gave me a chance to become student secretary

I also think that Wendy should stay in sequoia because one day Ms.
Barbara left her laptop in the office Ms. Wendy took the time to hand deliver
it instead of calling us and having us take it up.

Wendy never gets frustrated, let’s say she didn’t get any sleep that
night she would come to school happy like any other day.

Ms. Wendy is so dedicated to her job, she never takes breaks she eats
her lunch in the office while doing work.she doesn’t diserve to get fired
because she’s too kind

Ms. Wendy is like the last piece of a puzzle without it the puzzle isn’t
complete. I think you should rethink letting her go because I don’t see why
you’re doing this.

Sincerely,

Javon MaBon
cc. Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU ‘
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle
Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle




June 2%, 2009

To: Dr. Yee,

We are upset because Wendy Larson, our nicest secretary is being
transferred to another school. We cannot live with that because Wendy is just too
nice to be transferred to another school.

Wendy does a lot of things for this school. Wendy never takes a break. She
talks o parents even when the parents are talking to them disrespectfully. She is
not just a secretary, she is also a nurse. She always trusts people, she makes copies
for teachers. Wendy is awfully kind.

Wendy is a bright and positive secretary. She has many positive
characteristics, and we all appreciate that. She is never grumpy, even when there
are too many things that she has to do. She always smiles., When I’m injured really
badly, and she has too many kids in the office, she will still give me a big smile!

We need Wendy at our school for many reasons. Wendy is like a mother at
Sequoia. She knows EVERY single child and his of her parents.

Wendy will stay to finish a job even when it is beyond 4:00. She always takes her
time to keep us safe. Wendy is the mother of Sequoia. See, literally 12 seconds
ago, Wendy came to our classroom and gave us our laptop. She could have just
called us so we could go get it, but she was worried it would fall so she came to
our classroom and gave us our laptop!

Wendy does a lot of things for me. She helped me unlock the door to the
auditorium when she was about fo go home, and she didn’t even complain! She
also helped me when my nail might have come off! She helped me when I was
worried about tons of things. Wendy never hesitated when I needed her help. She
would never have a frown on her face, either.

Wendy is the mother of Sequoia, and we all need her in our school. Without
Wendy, Sequoia just isn’t Sequoia! Instead, Sequoia would be
FlabberBlabberBlooberNoWendy School!!! Please be understanding, thank you!

Sincerely,

‘ Darice
C.C Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle
John Carroll, SF Chronicle




To: Dr.gee

Ms. wendy (s veally important to Sequola, and wo one, not even the new kids,
want Wendy to leave. Bven though [ won't be here next year, when t walk tnto the
office to aet a visitors badge t want Wendy to greet wee, not a stranger. We need
wendy to stay because withowt Wendy, our school wouldn't run swmoothly, and who
would do all the extra worke that wendy gets done? Only wendy does that stuff evew
though she doesn't have to.

wendy has done a Lot for this sehool and it would be so sad if she Left. Bvery
teacher here at Sequola takes a Lunch breale, but not wendy). wendy sits tn the office
and eats her Lunch so that if you need any help you'll have somebody to help you.
Whenever a teacher needs pencils, markers, or any other kinds of supplies Wendy is
the one who ovders thew. Teachers often have to have papers copled in class and since
they can't Leave thelr classroom, Wendy ts nice enough to do it for thewm. Wendy) s
vequired to come to work from 2am - 4pm, but If wendy is not finished with what she
is dolng, she will stay) untll it {s finished. Most people leave whew they've suppose to
but not wendy. When teachers order penclls wendy doesn't just call thew and say
conae get it She will shavpen them and then bring them to you. Owr schoot use to have
a nurse a long time age but now we don't. Wendy Is our schoel nurse now because she
ts a caring person. That wakes her caring because she Lon't patd to be a nurse. She
does it because she doesnt want kids just to be hurt, she wanks thew to heel. wendy
will also stay with a child after-school Uf there parent (s Late pleking thewm up. When
wendy has your luneh that your parent brought You, or Yowr teashers Laptop she
Aoesnt just tell You to come and get Lt she witl birling it up to upstairs for you.

Not only has wendy done wonderful things for the sehool, but she has also
done things for me personally. Whew | wanked to be a student secretary Wendy took
the thwe out of her day to teach me. Whew [ was having African dance bin the
auditorium, Wendy was the one to unlock the door for us. Also, for the students who
worleed in the office, Wendy throws us Little parties and gives us gifts. when [ was in
the After-Sehool Program and we needed batteries, wendy (even though tewas after
4p) gave us batteries,

wendy has beew here for many pears and now she might be leaving.
Everybody really wanks her to stay so please don't transfer wWendy to a different
school.

Sincerely,
TY 'Anna Davis

CC: Robertat Mayer, Superintendent
Wrsula Reed, HumAn RESOUrEES
Chip Jonhson, S.F. Chronicte

Jow Caroll, S.F. Cironlicle
Vinee Steel, SEUA
_ean Quan




- ToDr.Yee,

We don’t want Wendy to be transferred to another school. With
out Wendy our school just wouldn’t be the same. it won't run
smoothly.

"Wendy is the school nurse even though she doesn’t get
paid for it. She helps people who got hurt or there first day at
Sequoia Wendy never takes a break, when she eats it’s mostly at the
computer when she’s doing her work.

When | hurt my shoulder she didn’t ask me any questions, she
just gave me an icepack, and every minute she asked me if | was ok.
Wendy, let me stay after school and wait for my mom even though it
took a long time. My mom finally, got there and Wendy was still
waiting patiently. Are teacher left the computer in the office and
Wendy brought it back up for us.

Wendy is a good listener. Even when the person she’s talking to
speaks fast she still listen.

Don’t put Wendy in another school because we
need her because she is the best secretary we’ve ever had. Sequoia

is a home and Wendy is the mother.
Sincerely,

Tiernan Haynes

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council

Ursula Reed Human Recourses
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle

Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle



To Dr. Yee,

It's not fair that Wendy is being moved to another school. Wendy has helped
us a lot at Sequoia and she’s worked her for a long ttme All of us at sequoia don't
want Wendy fo leave.

Wendy has done a lot of things for me while | have been here at Sequoia.
She has taken my temperature when | felt sick. She has put a bandage on me when
I hurt myself and has given me an ice pack when [ need it.

Wendy has done lots of things for this school. She has bought cough drops
for people that need them. She bought a picture at the rummage sale for the
bathroom next to the office because she said it would look prefty, Wendy also orders
supplies that are needed for the school. She also unlocks the door to the classroom
and doesn't take a break. She also makes copies for the teachers if they need them.

Wendy has a lot of characteristics that make her a good person. She is never
grumpy; she’s always patient, helpful, caring, thoughtful, passionate about our
community and hardworking. Wendy is always willing to do something for anybody.

Wendy is a very kind person. If you ask her to do something she won't say
no. Those are most of the reasons why Wendy should stay at sequoia.

Thank you,
Yessenia Linares

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council

Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, S.F Chronicles

Jon Carroll, S.F Chronicles



To Dr.Yee’

Hello my name is April Rojas, and I am a student of Sequoia. I am writing about our
secretary, Ms. Wendy. Wendy has done so much for this school, and she doesn’t deserve to
be transferred to another school.

_ First of all, Wendy is like my second mother to me and here are the reasons why. When I
asked her helping in fixing the hose for the garden we did. She Iet me be student secretary.
She helped me when I stapled my finger. She has done so much for me. In fact that’s not all
she has done for me it would take a year for me to writ all the things down.

Secondly, she has done a lot for the school, too. Wendy never takes a break she eats in
the office while doing her work. She orders supplies for the school. She makes copies for
teachers. Once again there’s a whole lot more where that came from.

~ So by now could be asking,” Why Wendy?” Well, she comes in the summer when she
doesn’t get paid and helps with the summer programs. She the time to help us Jearmn and to
keep us safe. She knows every child and their parents. Sequoia is like a home and Wendy is
the mother.

By now [ hope you’ve changed your mind about Wendy. I’ve known her since
kindergarten and she has treated me like her own child, I strongly urge you to do all you can
5o she may stay at Sequoia she deserves to stay, and we need her here.

Sincerely,

Gprit @'m@

Cc; Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, S.F. Chronicle
Jon Carroll, S.F. Chronicle




June 1, 2009
ToDr. Yee,

We are angry that Wendy is going to lose her job at Sequoia to another
clerk. Without Wendy; the school wouldn’t run smoothly like it does now.

Wendy has done a lot for me while I was at Sequoia. On May 26, 2009, the
day of the spring concert, I had a horrible sore throat, and I couldn’t even sing or
talk. One of my friends asked Wendy if I could have some cough drops and she
did. They were her own cough drops that she bought. She also opened the
auditorium door for me when I needed to get in while she was busy doing
something else. Also she lets other 5% graders and me be student secretary.

Wendy does a lot of things for the school too. Wendy never takes a break
and she eats in the office. She orders supplies for teachers when they are needed.
She helps kids when they get injured and she doesn’t get paid to do that! She also
unlocks classroom doors for kids when they go home early and need to get their

- jacket and backpack.’

Wendy always has a smile on her face and she has a lot of wonderful
characteristics. Wendy is never grumpy, she’s always friendly, passionate, honest,
trustworthy, caring, loyal, and all the good characteristics you could ever think of.

Kids love Wendy like they love their parents. Sequoia is like a home and
Wendy is the mother. [ know everyone of you have a part in your heart that is
telling you to keep Wendy at Sequoia. So please let Wendy keep her job here at
Sequoia, please.

Sincerely,

Helen Lin

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resouces
Chip Johnson, S.F. Chronicie

Jon Carroll, S.F. Chronicle




To: Dr.Yee,

We want Ms. Wendy to stay at Sequoia because she is caring, helpful, and nice to
students, teachers, and staff. I am very upset that she has to be replaced by someone else.

Although Ms. Wendy is the secretary, when our principal is .out, Ms, Wendy manages
the schoo! fine. She takes care of students’ problems and parents and teachers’ questions
and concerns. She goes beyond her duty.

Ms. Wendy is so dedicated that she never takes a lunch break. She eats her lunch
while still working in the office. .

She is hardworking and a responsible person. She orders school supplies, makes
copies for teachers, talks to parents, and she is also the nurse. She takes care of students’

injuries.
We are asking that you reconsider your decision and allow Ms. Wendy to stay with us
so that everyone will be happy.

Sincerely,

Jada Stringer

cc: Roberta Mayer,
Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources



~To Dr. Yee,

For as long as | can reminisce Wendy has been a clerk, a parent, a
grandparent, and a mother to Sequoia. | am upset that she is getting transferred
to another school. Wendy doesn’t desetve to leave a place she loves that she
has been at for so {ong.

We need Wendy because she does so many other jobs beyond a
secretary and clerk. Without her this school wouldn't run smoothly. For example,
Wendy's job ends at four o’ clock, however she doesn’t leave until all the
students have been picked up. She is also like an aid. When students come in
and they have hurt themselves, she helps them with whatever they need.

Wendy multitasks. She never has {aken a break in the 14 years that she’s
been here. She is always working hard. And keeps a smile on her face even
when she has had a long, hard, rough day. When ever a parent or visitor needs
help she always gives them the right information.

Wendy has done a lot for the school, teachers, and students. She takes
her own time to sharpen classroom pencils and blow up the yards balls, And
sometimes she delivers those things herself. Wendy does that she doesn't have
to do because she isn’t a selfish person and she cares for others and their things.

Personally, Wendy has done a lot for me. When | left, in fourth grade, to
go to another school, | came back because | missed Sequoia. Wendy made sure
| got back into Sequoia and in the same classroom | was in when the year
started! She did that because she knew that | was attached to that class and the
teacher,

Wendy is such a special person to all of us at Sequoia. | can’t imagine
what Sequoia would be like without her. And | think that just because someone
eise lost their job doesn’t mean Wendy has to lose hers.

Sincerely,

Kia-Symone Surrell

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle

Jon Carrol, SF Chronicle




June 1%, 2009
To Dr. Yee,

It is not fair to Wendy and to us, hete at Sequoia that she has to lose het job
here and go to some other school. I believe that Wendy should not be “bumped” to
another school and that nobody else could take Wendy’s place. Wendy has been a
proud parent, grandparent, noon supetvisot, nurse, cletk and secretary here at
Sequoia,

Wendy has done 2 lot for me petsonally while I have been at Sequoia.
Whenever I come into the office, before, during or after school, Wendy is always
willing to help me in whatever way that she can. It I have a stomach ache, Wendy
will ask me if I want to call my mom, and she will take my temperature. She gave me
batteries when I was in the after school program because my after school teacher
needed some, Wendy let me wait in the office for the entire lunch when I was
supposed to be picked up early. Wendy forgave me when I forgot I was supposed to
work as a student sectetary. Wendy does a lot of things for me that I truly appreciate.

Wendy has done a lot for our school, as a whole, everyday. Wendy does not
take a break for lunch or anything because she is dedicated and eats her lunch in the
office, WHILE SHE IS WORKING!!! The most of a break I have ever seen Wendy
take was to use the restroom. If you forgot your lunch at home and someone brings it
to you, or if you get something confiscated, Wendy will keep it safe in the office.
Wendy even walks all the way across this school’'s campus to open the gate for a
vehicle when she can just tell someone else to do it. Wendy is the foundation of this
school.

Wendy has a lot of unique characteristics that make her such a great person.
Wendy always has a smile on her face and is always very polite. She is very
passionate about het job and that is why she is so good at it. She is also genetous
with her time and money. Wendy is one of the most honest and trustworthy people
you will ever meet. Those qualities, to me, are very impressive and cannot be easily
replaced.

Sequoia isn’t Sequoia without Wendy. There aren’t very many people who
would stay after their hours because either a student isn’t picked up, ot more paper
work could be done. We want Wendy Larson to STAY at Sequoia!!! The point is that
Sequoia is like a home and Wendy is the mothet, so we CAN’T lose her. '

Sincerely,

Na Auni Nair

C.C. Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Utsula Reed, Human Resoutces
Chip Johnson, S.F. Chronicle
John Carroll, S.F. Chronicle



To Dr.Yee, :
Without Wendy our school wouldn’t run smoothly. She comes

in the summer when she doesn’t get paid, and she stays to finish a job
beyond 4pm. We don’t want Wendy to lose her job here at Sequoia.

Wendy has done a lot of stuff for me. She let me use the
elevator everyday when I was on crutches. She also helped me get into
Sequoia and made my first year comfortable by always asking me how I was
doing and making conversation with me so I felt cared for by someone at
Sequoia.,

Wendy does a lot of stuff for Sequoia. She doesn’t take a break,
- so she eats lunch in the office. When Ms. Trammell is gone and there is a
conflict she’s the one who solves it. She even helps people when they fall
and stuff, so she’s kind of like a nurse.

Wendy is a really nice person. When you see her everyday she
is in a pleasant mood even if she had a hard day. She is honest and truthful.
She treats you with you with respect as if you were her own family. Sequoia
is like a home and Wendy is the mother.

Wendy is the hardest worker in Sequoia school. She doesn’t
deserve this. We don’t want Wendy to lose her job here.

Sincerely,
Noah Abel

CC: Robert Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, S.F Chronicles
Jon Carroll, 8.F Chronicles.



To Dr. Yee,

Here at Sequoia, Wendy means a lot to everyone. But Wendy is
going to lose her job here at Sequoia and Sequoia won'’t be Sequoia
anymore. :

What Wendy has done for the students at this school is priceless.
For some people she has found ways to fix hoses, she has taken her own
time to put calamine lotion on a wound, walked students to their
classroom when they leave early, gave cough drops when they had a sore
throat. But if we get a new clerk they might not do all these things that
Wendy did and there mighty be problems at Sequoia.

What Wendy has done for this school is amazing. She doesn’t take
a brake. She is the school’s nurse, but she isn’t paid to be the nurse. She
works past 4 pm when she is supposed to have left work. For people who
ride bikes and skateboards she lets them put the equipment in a special
rOOTIL.

Wendy’s characteristics here at Sequoia are very special to us. For
example if someone was to walk into Wendy’s office at the end of the day,
she wouldn’t be grumpy and would greet you with a smile. She is patient
to everyone and she always smiles, She is always helpful to everyone,
Every second of the day she is hard working and she never stops. She'is
friendly because if she wasn’t what would be the point of having a job
that’s working with kids. But also she treats you with respect, as if you
are her own child.

What Wendy has done for me at this school is a lot. When 1 didn’t
want to go to my after school program, she let me call my mom, and it
made me feel so much better. When I lost my tooth [ got to call my mom.
Also when I had a sore throat she gave me cough drops that were her
own. I think Wendy is a very generous woman,

As you can see Sequoia really needs Wendy. Sequoia is like a home
and Wendy is like the mother. Without Wendy Sequoia just wont be the
same Sequoia anymore. It would be different. Wendy takes her own time
to care for us and keep us safe. What I want is for Wendy to stay.
Everyone wants Wendy to stay. Without Wendy our school will just fall

apart.
- Sincerely,

Frances Pepper

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City council member
Ursula Reed, Human recourses
Chip Johnson, SF chronicle
Jon Carroll, SF chronicle




To Dr. Yee,

The students of sequoia are upset because Wendy Larsen is
being transferred to another school, and sequoia is going to fall
apart without her because she keeps it from falling.

There are many things that Wendy Larsen has done for me,
and hear are a few. She let me be student secretary, She taught me
hw to be student secretary, She fixed my boo boo and she took my
splinter out.

Wendy has done m,any thing to keep this school from falling
apart. She order supplies when we run out, supervises kids when
they come early or late, Goes to open the gate for cars and trucks,
helps when you have a sore throat and she even helps you when
vou're in trouble. She keep you moving. Hear are some
characteristics for Ms. Wendy. She’s might be grumpy. On the
inside but she’s happy on the outside. She honest and trustworthy.
If I tell her some thing I know she won't tell anyone. She very
responsible in and everything she’s supposed to do, and more will
be done before the time.

Parents appreciate Wendy because she works very hard. She
takes her time to make sure we are learning and safe.

Now you see Wendy has done many thing for the sequoia
community and that is why we want her to stay at sequoia. If
Wendy isn’t at sequoia the school won 't run as smooﬂzly as it runs
now.

Sincerely,
Norice Dilworth

CC:Roberta Mayer, Superintedent,
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle

Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle




June 4, 2009
To Dr. Yee,

The students and parents at Sequoia School don’t want Wendy to
go to another school. Without Wendy, there will be not anyone who is so
hard working in the office. Sequoia will not run smoothly without Wendy at
Sequoia.

Wendy has done good things for me, and one of the best things
Wendy did for me was when I had a huge bump on my head, and she gave
me an ice pack. It made me feel much better. That also made me feel good
inside when she gave me the ice pack. I felt much better after having it on

my head.

Wendy has done so much hard work for Sequoia non stop,
literally. It doesn’t really seem like Wendy comes out of the office because
she eats lunch in the office, and I rarely see her come out except when she
comes up to give a teacher something. She is like a turtle that rarely leaves

her shell.

Wendy has a lot of characteristics and 1 think her best
characteristic is being hard working because I rarely see her leave the office,
and sometimes I pass by the office and I see her working so hard. She is one
of the hardest workers at Sequoia. She is also the greatest worker at Sequoia.

We need Wendy at Sequoia because everything works better
when Wendy 1s here and doing her very hard work. I want to keep Wendy
* here, and T don’t want her to go to the other school. The students, parents,
and teachers at our school don’t want Wendy to go to another school either.

Sincerely,

Erick Andrade
Cc. Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, S.F. Chronicle
Jon Caroll, S.F. Chronicle
Vince Steel, SEIU
Jean Quan, City Council Member -



To Dr. Yee,

Ms. Wendy is super important. If we don’t have Wendy at Sequoia it
will be a riot 24/5. Wendy is a peace keeper. She is so calm that if a plane
crashed on the yard she wouldn’t panic. We do not want Wendy to leave
Sequoia.

The things Wendy has done for me are unforgettable, like the time I
broke my toe and was on crutches. She walked me to the elevator and then
to class. She took time out of her schedule to help me with my needs. That’s
what makes us want Wendy to stay at Sequoia,

Wendy does a lot for our school. When the fifth graders get their
weekly order of frozen fruit bars, Wendy signs the bill for our teacher
Barbara. When a truck needs to come into the school yard, Wendy walks all
the way across the yard to open the gate, then walks all the way back to the
auditorium to help load things into the truck.

The kids and teachers at Sequoia don’t want Wendy to leave, and
Wendy doesn’t want to leave, Everyone feels that her love should stay at
Sequoia. So please do not have a new lady come in and take all the passion
and love from our school. Please keep Wendy at Sequoia.

Sincerely,
Devon Webster

Cc: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle

Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle



To Dr. Yee,

There are many wonderful things that Wendy, our secretary, does for
all of us at Sequoia. So, we are angry that Wendy is losing her job at our
school. ‘

Ms. Wendy has done a lot of things for me. She helped me get
into this school. Wendy also called my parents right after I told her I
wasn’t feeling well. When I scraped my arm she called all the people
on my emergency card until they answered. Ms. Wendy has done a
lot of nice things for me.

Wendy is always hardworking because when Ron, our
custodian, isn’t here, she does part of his job. Wendy works after four
o’clock when she doesn’t have to. She helped Dr. V, our temporary
principal, do his job when he was principal. Ms. Wendy is always
doing her job and the jobs of others.

Wendy does a lot of things for this school. She opens the gate
when cars are coming for important events. She buys cough drops for
the kids with her own money. Wendy waits for parents to come pick
up their kids after school. Wendy is always working hard for this
school.

You now know how many things Wendy does for us and about
the many nice things she does for me. You know some of her
outstanding characteristics and how hard Wendy works for this
school. All those are reasons why Wendy should stay at sequoia.

Sincerely,
- Antonio Ramirez

CC: Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SEIU

Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Recourse

Chip Johnsan, San Francisco Chronicle
Jon Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle




To: Dr.Yee,

Ms.Wendy has done so much for Sequoia, and we really appreciate her
kindness. We would like her to stay here at Sequoia. When we heard about
Ms.Wendy losing her job, we worried about Ms.Wendy and if she'd stay or

go.

If you were a kid at Sequoia, you would probably recognize her
kindness and generosity. Some kids like to bring skateboards and scooters to
school, so she takes good of those. She never lets things get taken. And if
we need a pencil, she will make that it works and that it is sharp enough. Like
if someone gets a cut, sprains a knee, or something like that, she takes care
of all that. She takes her time to take care of us. She takes good care of
the students here.

Wendy also does a lot for the school. When parents have questions,
she talks to them about the subject. She also works non-stop till 4:00 or
after. Wendy also opens the gate for trucks to come in to deliver supplies.
She also represents Sequoia in a good way, Wendy also makes sure Sequoia is
in good condition.

When I go into the office, I see Ms.Wendy is focused on her work.
She always is concentrating on how to make Sequoia a better place.

Now you see how important Ms.Wendy is to us. She is also one of the
hardest working people in this school. You cannot take her away from
Sequoia. -

Sincerely,
Micheel Letang

Cc.Roberta Mayer, Superintendent
Vince Steel, SETU
Jean Quan, City Council Member
Ursula Reed, Human Resources
Chip Johnson, SF Chronicle
Jon Carroll, SF Chronicle
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June 4, 2009
Dear Dr. Gray Yee,
I'm writing this letter to urge you to please keep Wendy at Sequoia
Elementary.

Wendy is an excellent secretary and a caring school nurse. Without Wendy,
things at Sequoia Elementary fust won’t feel right. Who would stay late and work on
weekend s? Who would help sofve student conflicts? Who could replace Wendy? The
answer to that question is nio one.

I love to help Wendy so she can get to her work, Every time I work, a5 a
student secietary, I see piles and piles of paperwork] She can’t get to those piles because
she donates fier time to do work, she’s not required to do. For example, when we have
conflicts Wendy doesn’t need to help. Or when we are hurt, she doesn’t need to help us
but she helps us anyway.

What would Sequoia Elementary be like without Wendy? I don’t think, that
Sequoia Elementary would be as peaceful as it is now.

Sequoia Elementary needs Wendy. So please, Dr. Gary Yee, let Wendy stay at
Sequoia Elementary.
Sincerely,

®Pearl’ Lai




June 4, 2009
Dear Dr. Gary Yee,

My name is Tiffany Trinh from Sequoia Elementary School. I am
writing this Ietter regarding Ms. Wendy my school secretary, having to leave
Sequoia after this year.

Ms. Wendy is a remarkable secretary because she cares so much about
each of, so much that she uses her own money often to get some of our first
aid gear, like ice packs and more. She also stays late at school, works on
weekends, and works on holidays. She works on her own time that the new
secretary will probably not do. She keeps Sequoia in tip top shape! She loves
this school and we love having her here. |

Wendy does stuff that she is not required to do, but does them because
she loves to make it simpler for all of us. She helps the teachers with
photocopying and more. She helps the students learn how to be responsible
for them self and others by having student secretaries, which are kids that
get to work in the office and do possessions like, answer phones, be a
“student nurse”, and help out adults that walk in the office, with questions.
She also is the school nurse, not because she has to, but because she wants
too. Wendy does so much for Sequoia.

Wendy has been a member of the Sequoia family for years. She was a
parent, grand parent, and an employee. She knows how the whole school
runs; she knows how to run the school efficiently. She is the reason why
Sequoia is so successful.

Wendy is one of the most astonishing people I have met. She can
really juggle a lot of work. She is a marvelous person, secretary, and friend.

. Lastly I"d like to say that Sequoia will NEVER be the same without Wendy,
she is one the reasons why I love Sequoia so so much, once Wendy isn’t

- here, Sequoia not the same any more, she’s like the cherry on top of a
perfect ice cream sundae.

Sincerely,
Tiffany Trinh
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June 4, 2009

Dear Dr. Garry Yee,

Please let our secretary Wendy Larson stay at Sequoia and keep
her job then her getting to move to work at a different school. She has
been working here for many years and we would like her to stay at
Sequoia until she retires.

If you move her to a different school to work as a secretary next
year our becoming fifth graders won’t get a chance to do the things we
got to do this year that our secretary Wendy let us do. She would let 2
students to be a student secretary to help her at lunch so she can get her
work done. So we would be answering the phones for her or getting ice
packs for students when they got hurt or helping on the first aid kit or
helping visitors. We love her so much that people would want to help
her as being the student secretary so she would get her work done.

You should let her stay because it wouldn’t be the same when the
new secretary comes, Our secretary Wendy would use her own money
to buy us some ice packs to use and they might even be very expensive.

We still need our secretary Wendy because she does the things she
isn’t required to do like photocopying some thing for the teachers and
she would work on weekends when she isn’t supposed to and to make
sure it is clean. Our secretary Wendy is very helpful to us and I don’t
think she wants to leave Sequoia because she loves the school and us so
much.

Please let her stay at sequoia until she retires. We would be so
happy if she stayed. Even if the fifth graders this year would still be
happy to for her to stay at sequoia even though we aren’t going to be
there next year but we will still visit her.

No ong 1D Sincerely,
, Michelle Chen®
\‘\4\@ \M 0N d y
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