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Playworks Statement of Qualifications

Who We Are

Playworks’ mission is to improve the health and well-being of children by increasing
opportunities for safe, meaningful play. Playworks significantly reduces bullying and
exclusionary behavior at our partner schools, allowing educators to reclaim valuable
teaching time. Our programming provides as much as 30-45 minutes of daily physical
activity to children throughout the school day by engaging all children in recess and
extracurricular activities that focus on healthy and inclusive play. Playworks serves

170,000 students at over 380 low-income schools in 23 cities across the country.

Founded in 1996 at two schools in Berkeley, California, Playworks has grown into a
$30.8 million organization. We have a 17-year track record of success in
implementing our model physical activity and play program in low-income
elementary schools across the country. In 2008, the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation (RWJF), the nation’s leading public health foundation, invested $18.7
million in Playworks because it believes that Playworks’ program improves children’s
health. In the last two years, Playworks has been featured on Nightline, Good
Morning America and in the New York Times (http://tinyurl.com/Hard-Times-for-
Recess), where it was touted as a program that turns recess into an opportunity to
make the school a happier, healthier place where academic performance can improve
for all students. In 2011, Forbes chose Playworks Founder and CEO Jill Vialet as one
of its top 30 social entrepreneurs, those who are tackling the world’s most intractable

problems.

Playworks now operates in 23 cities across the country serving 9oo schools and
425,000 children daily. We have a robust training department that helps support our

mission.














