


3) Staff conducted two petitioner interviews on  cember 2011 1d December 2, 2011, with
participants from two groups, respectively: the founding group/design team (including the
principal, teachers, parents and representatives of the CMO) and with the governing board and
management of the CMO. In addition, because the petition is for conversion of an existing
district school, staff conducted a 2-hour site visit on December 1, 2011.

4) A public hearing was held on November 21, 2011. Representatives from the lead petitioning
group, including teachers and parents of prospective students, esented.

5) The Board of E  ation: ied the charter petitiononlJar ry 11, 2012.

6) Subsequent discussions with District leadership led to the submission of a revised charter
petition on February 22, 2012.

STATUTORY | IKGROlU D
Pursuant to Educatior. de §47605:

Charter law outlines the criteria governing the approval or denial of ¢/ ter school petitions. The
following excerpt is taken from the Charter Schools Act, Education Code §47605. This excerpt delineates
charter approval and denial criteria:

A school district governing board shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is
satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice. The governing board of
the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes
written factual findings, Hecific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or
more of the following findings:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in
the charter school.

(2) The petitioi s are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implc  :nt the program set forth in
the petition.

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required.

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in Education

Code §47605(d).
(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of the 16 required
charter elements.
DISCUSSION
Upon initial submission of the charter petition for ASCEND, Staff conven tition review team
comprised of leaders within the District, which subsequently conducted Jation of the petition
pursuant to the Charter Schools Act and with the applicatic of 2 Oakl ified School District

Petition Evaluation Rubric.

During the petition review process, staff conducted two interviews in an attempt to clarify various

aspects of the petition, as well as to evaluate the capacity of the p irs to successfully implement
the program as set forth in the petition. One interview was with f 1 group/design team from the
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school; another was with members of the Ec ation for Change governing board and management staff.
Staff also visited ASCEND to observe the program in operation. Following resubmission, staff reviewed
the revised petition.

ASCEND Charter School oposes to open in fall 2012 as a direct-funded charter school, operating at its
current location at 3709 E. 12" Street in Region 2. The school proposes to serve approximately 436
students in grades K-8 in its first year (2012-13).

ASCEND Charter School proposes to operate substantially the same program as currently offered at
ASCEND as a district school. As described in the petition, the features of the program include:
e High standards aligned with the California state frameworks cc  municated clearly to staff,
students, and families
* Authentic assessments conducted on a regular basis to monitor stt :nt progress
e Avariety of instructional an 'ntervention strategies for a diverse population of learners
e A multicultural curriculum integrated with the arts
* Curriculum organized and presented as learning expeditions where children learn through
inquiry and guided discovery
s Balanced literacy across the curriculum
¢ Looping where students remain with their teachers for two years
e Academic and social/emotional interventions
e An after-school program that extends stu :nt learning
e Family and community as critical partners

Tha rrlhanlle ADLhac incrrancad AvAar Fimmas

The staff report and charter petition evaluation contained herein review the educational program,
proposed school operations, as well as an articulation of strengths and forese« Hle challenges, pursuant
to the petition review process.

RECOMMENDATIC

Staff recommends that the Oakland Unified School District’s Board of Education rove the petition for
ASCEND Charter School under the Californ Charter Schools Act. The factua 1 s illustrated in this
report demonstrate that the petition satisfies the five legally re | categories of Education Code §
47605:

(1) The charter school presents a sound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in the
charter school;

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably likely to successfully implement the program set forth in
petition

(3) The petition contains the number of signatures required;

(4) The petition contains an affirmation of each of the conditions described in Education Code

$47605(d);
(5) The petition contains reasonably comprehensive descriptions of the 16 required charter
elements.
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ANALVQ|S: EDUC,
It Meets or Excels;
Strengths

. PHILOSOPHY

Kationale
e Petition references school’s
istory as part of the district’s
New Small Autonomous Schools

policy.

Population Alignment

e Evidence of student achievement
supports program’s likely benefit
to the target population.

Pg. 15

Pgs. 24-
27
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ite; Keterence
1estions
Kationale B
e Research basis for ASCEND’s Pg. 15
original design is not included.
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Brown Act compliance.

Fair Political Practices Commission
standards.

° )b descriptions and responsibilities
are clear and reasonable. EFC 1sa
specific plan for expanding its
capacity to meet the needs of the
organization when enlarged by the
additi~rn of ASCEND.
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Petition commits to compliance with

131

App. B
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in appendix.
Discipline plan and suspension and
expulsion procedures are fully
developed; consistent with
Education Code.

Attendance alternatives statement is
included.

Reasonable dispute resolution and
parent/community complaint
procedures are included.

School closure procedures are
compliant with charter law.

Management Structure

School site positions and
qualifications described in text and
appendix.

Members of petitioning team have
prior experience wir  ASCEND; and
with successful school start-up
providing evidence of the
petitioner’s capacity.

Some administrative services may be
provided by the District by
agreement, assisting with the
transition of the school from district
school to charter.

Pg. 161

Pg. 161

Pg. 34

Pgs. 126-
128; App. C

Interviews

Pg. 144

ASCEND Charter School-Charter Petition
3/7/2012

GG
Page 28 of 50








































































