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Board Cover Memorandum 
 

To Board of Education 
  
From Kyla Johnson-Trammell, Superintendent 

Aryn Bowman, Principal, Life Academy 
  
Meeting Date February 12, 2025 
  
Subject Approval of Request for Student Travel 

  
Action Requested Approval of Board Resolution No. 2425-0041 authorizing student travel by 

school site Life Academy for seventeen 8th and 9th grade students to visit Rogue 
River Trip, Merlin, Oregon, for the period of June 3, 2025 through June 7, 2025.  
 

Educational Purpose of 
Trip 
 

The purpose of this trip is a focus on social emotional skill building, positive 
relationships and culture among students. These are foundational for success 
in high school. 
 

Itinerary and Activities  Students will engage in a 4 night river trip on the Rouge River in Oregon with 
experienced, professional guides. This trip will focus team building, positive 
culture building and resilience building, with some additional riparian ecology 
instruction.  Please see attachment for additional itinerary and safety 
information.  This is an Expanded Learning, Oakland Goes Outdoors K-12 
Program and Life Academy joint field trip. 
 

Teachers Attending Trip 
Staff 
 
Non-OUSD Chaperones 
 
 
Site Administrator 
Affirms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Fiscal Impact 

Gabe Kahn, Sam Shaw 
Aryn Bowman, Alykhan Boolani,  
 
Non-OUSD Chaperones: Jennifer Hoyt, Rafael Acuna, Isaac Ingram, Emily 
Pearlman 
 

• Parental permission forms will be on file for all students participating and 
school has emergency communication protocol. 

• There will be sufficient and appropriate chaperones for this field trip 
(including at least one OUSD certificated employee and non-OUSD 
chaperones, if any, will meet criminal background check requirements). 

• School will address financial or accessibility issues that might prevent 
students from participating. 

 
Approval of Board Resolution authorizing student travel described above. 
 
No Fiscal Impact 
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RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE 

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 Resolution No. 2425-0041 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROVAL OF STUDENT TRAVEL 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education believes that field trips and other travel opportunities for students are a 
valuable tool in supporting classroom instruction and promoting students' awareness of places and events;  

WHEREAS, Board Policy 6153 requires the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District to approve 
all trips involving out-of-state and out of country travel; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Board Policy 6153, the Superintendent requests the Board of Education to authorize 
student travel for the period of June 3, 2025 to June 7, 2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District does hereby 
approve the following request for student travel: 

School:  Life Academy 
 
Destination:  Rogue River Trip, Merlin, Oregon_ 
 
Departure Date: June 3, 2025                     Return Date: June 7, 2025 
 
Passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES:  
 
NAYS:  
 
ABSTAINED:  
 
ABSENT: 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing 
Board of the Oakland Unified School District at a Regular Meeting held on February 12, 2025. 
 
 
 

 
By:_________________________________________ 
        Kyla Johnson-Trammell 
        Secretary, Board of Education 



Adult Participant Chaperone
Certificate of Insurance

Driver Declaration Form

Health Services Form

Permission Slip

Additional Documents



gabriel.kahn@ousd.org

Gabe Kahn, Sam Shaw, Aryn Bowman, Alykhan Boolani Driver also: Alicia Garibaldi do/pu

4178-9

Gabe Kahn, Lead Chaperone with 17 Life Academy 8-9 graders

06/07/2025

 06/03/2025

8

Rogue River Trip / Putting in Merlin, Oregon 

335LIFE Academy



The purpose of this trip is a focus on social emotional skill building, positive relationships and culture among
students. These are foundational for success in high school.

We will use 2 9 person vans to transport students from Life Academy to Merlin, Oregon and bring them home
from Foster Bar, OR

Jennifer Hoyt, Rafael Acuna, Isaac Ingram, Emily PearlmanNon-OUSD Chaperones:

Aryn Bowman, Alykhan Boolani

Gabe Kahn, Sam Shaw

Students will engage in a 4 night river trip on the Rouge River in Oregon with experienced, professional
guides.  This trip will focus team building, positive culture building and resilience building, with some additional
riparian ecology instruction.

Please see attachment for additional itinerary and safety information.

This is an Expanded Learning, OGO and Life Academy joint field trip.Yes
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No

No

Click here for approved bus company list
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 Itinerary 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Safety Plan 
 The safety considerations for this trip are 4 part: 
 1.  On Water Safety 

 a.  The Rogue River is a Class III river with two class IV rapids. The most risky moment on any 
 rogue river trip (by quite a margin) is running boats through a rapid called Blossom Bar. In an 
 abundance of caution, we keep everyone safe on this rapid by having guests walk around it 
 and meet the boats at the bottom. Similarly, guests will walk around Rainy Falls, which is a 
 very bumpy maneuver for guides, and a much easier and safer rapid to run with empty boats. 

 b.  ARTA River guides are swiftwater rescue certified, and are professionals who have run the 
 Rogue river countless times. Swiftwater rescue includes a wide and comprehensive set of 
 strategies to keep guests safe on the river. The safety protocol for running this river includes 
 safeguards and failsafes so that if something goes wrong on water, there are backup safety 
 protocols in place. This includes everything from boat spacing to whistle communication, to 
 swim drills. 

 c.  On water safety gear: Every guest wears a Type V Personal flotation device (PFD/life jacket) and 
 a commercially rated watersports helmet. 

 2.  Off Water Safety: 
 a.  All of the most common injuries that happen on a river trip, happen on dry land. By a large 

 margin, the most common safety hazards are sun exposure, dehydration, foot injuries, and 
 poison oak. 



 b.  As such, shoes are required on land, and guides are adamant about students drinking an 
 abundance of water (and electrolytes) throughout the day. 

 3.  Medical Lead: 
 a.  The trip lead on this trip is Gabriel Kahn - an 8th grade teacher at LIFE and an experienced river 

 guide with 1000+ miles of river guiding experience in the backcountry. 
 b.  He is also a certified Wilderness First Responder (WFR), trained in how to navigate emergency 

 and trauma scenarios in the wilderness. 
 4.  Evacuation Protocols: 

 a.  On the Wild and Scenic section of the Rogue, there are very few access roads and evac points. 
 b.  Knowing all of them is a critical component of emergency preparedness on the river. 
 c.  ARTA guides have a deep knowledge of these sites, and clear protocols for how to navigate 

 emergency scenarios that require evacuation. 
 d.  Every trip has a Garmin inreach device for emergency communication and evac planning. 
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