




















Renewal Waiver Application
[Parental Notification and Student Performance]

Part II. Purpose and Desired OQutcomes

1. Summary of the Education Code or California Code of Regulations
Section(s) or portion(s) to be waived. Please summarize the meaning, in
plain language, of the Education Code or California Code of Regulations
Sections(s) or portions(s) to be waived. If a portion of a section is requested
to be waived, include that portion verbatim.

This is a renewal request to waive the following sections of the California Education
Code related to regulations on student achievement and parental notification of student
performance.

e FEducation Code § 49067

2. Desired outcome/rationale. State what you hope to accomplish with the
waiver. Describe briefly the circumstances that brought about the request
and why the waiver is necessary to achieve improved student performance
andyor streamline or facilitate local agency operations.

The legislation authorizing the establishment of alternative schools of choice provides, in
part, that school districts may establish alternative schools based on the premise that
the best learning takes place when the student learns because of his or her desire to
learn. Alternative schools and programs of choice are often characterized by
responsiveness to instructional style differences, the positive consequences of being a
school of choice, and small unit size. The Gateway to College alternative high school fits
this profile.

Gateway to College at Laney College (“Gateway”) serves 350 students, 16 to 20 years
old, who have dropped out of school and provides a second chance for students to get
back on a path leading to economic and educational opportunity. In keeping with the
statutory purpose, the program achieves success by maintaining a learning situation that
maximizes student self-motivation and encourages a student in his own time to follow
his interests.

Gateway to College is college-based and operates in an adult learning environment.
Consequently, parental notification of student performance is not required. The
referenced regulation, as written, requires parental notification regardless of the age of
the pupil. Although Gateway to College procedures will require parental notification of
parents, if any, of Gateway students under the age of eighteen (18), the District is
requesting a renewal of the waiver of this section because it may preclude the
participation of eligible students, many of whom may be emancipated minors, foster
youth without the presence of a parent or guardian in their lives. Hence, a renewal
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Evaluation Procedure

An annual evaluation, pursuant to Education Code Section 58510, will be performed in
accordance with guidelines established by the California Department of Education and

the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The evaluation will be conducted by the
OUSD Office of Aiternative Education and will inciude input from key stakehoiders such
as teachers, students, and parents and guardians.

The methodology used will be consistent with evaluations of other OUSD Alternative
Schools and Programs. The evaluation will include student performance data on K-12
mandatory testing and will examine features such as the following to determine their
impact on student learning outcomes:

e Sustainable Partnership (e.g., advisory committee, referrals, information sharing
systems, etc.)

¢ Integration of the program into college (e.g., attendance on college calendar,
college orientation, flexible class schedule)

¢ Dual credit (e.g., diploma and testing requirements are aligned with college
courses, counselors trained in high school and advising systems)

e Adequate teaching and administrative staff

« Collaboration between faculty members and between students (e.g., team based
approach to student success)

¢ Teaching and Learning (e.g., rigor and relevance in the curriculum)

e Student Support systems (e.g., focus on academic and non-academic barriers)

e Professional Development for faculty and staff (e.g., mission and core values
communicated, roles and responsibilities are clearly communicated)

School is Legally Compliant

Gateway to College at Laney College is part of the Early College High School Network
which is listed as a type of school that can be established under the statutory framework
of section 58500 et seq. of the Education Code. The school was established in
accordance with statutory procedures and approved by the governing board of the
Oakland Unified School District and the California Department of Education.




