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Board Cover Memorandum 
To Board of Education 

From Denise G. Saddler, Interim Superintendent 
Viet-Ly Gonzalez, Principal, Elmhurst Middle School 

Meeting Date February 11, 2026 

Subject Approval of Request for Student Travel 

Action Requested Approval by the Board of Education of Resolution No. 2526-0039 - Approval of 
Student Travel - authorizing student travel by school site Elmhurst Middle School for 
twenty 6th and 8th grade students to participate in the JAMZ Nationals Cheer and 
Dance Competition, and travel to Las Vegas, NV, for the period of February 18, 2026 
through February 21, 2026. 

Educational Purpose 
of Trip 

This trip aligns with Elmhurst United's CARE values in a few ways. We will show 
community and relationship skills with each other by traveling, eating, and bonding 
with each other. We will show these values with other bay area schools and teams 
by cheering them on. We will show an academic mindset by carving out homework 
time and continuing to show the team that grades are important. 

Itinerary and Activities  This trip is for the Elmhurst United cheerleading team to compete at the JAMZ 
National Cheer and Dance Competition. On Wednesday, we leave Oakland and arrive 
in Las Vegas. The students will have lunch, homework time, and practice after check-
in at the hotel. After practice they will have free time before dinner and lights out.  
Thursday, Friday and Saturday are competition days. Saturday night, students and 
chaperones will depart and arrive back to Oakland International Airport. 

Teachers Attending Trip 

Site Administrator 
Affirms 

Recommendation 

Fiscal Impact 

Eryn Swarn, Shawn Hawkins, Aaron Pratt, Ryse Tottingham, and Christina Green 

• Parental permission forms will be on file for all students participating and school 
has emergency communication protocol.

• There will be sufficient and appropriate chaperones for this field trip (including 
at least one OUSD certificated employee and non-OUSD chaperones, if any, will 
meet criminal background check requirements).

• School will address financial or accessibility issues that might prevent students 
from participating.

Approval of Board Resolution authorizing student travel described above. 

No Fiscal Impact 
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RESOLUTION
OF THE

BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Resolution No. 2526-0039

AUTHORIZATION FOR APPROVAL OF STUDENT TRAVEL

WHEREAS, the Board of Education believes that field trips and other travel opportunities for students are 
a valuable tool in supporting classroom instruction and promoting students' awareness of places and events;

WHEREAS, Board Policy 6153 requires the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District to 
approve all trips involving out-of-state and out of country travel; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Board Policy 6153, the Superintendent requests the Board of Education to authorize 
student travel for the period of February 18, 2026 to February 21, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District does 
hereby approve the following request for student travel:

School: Elmhurst United Middle School
Destination: JAMZ Nationals Cheer and Dance Competition at The Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 
Departure Date: February 18, 2026         Return Date: February 21, 2026

Passed by the following vote:
PREFERENTIAL AYE: None

PREFERENTIAL NOE: None

PREFERENTIAL ABSTENTION: None

PREFERENTIAL RECUSED: None

AYES: Rachel Latta, VanCedric Williams, Patrice Berry, Clifford Thompson, Vice President Valarie Bachelor, President Jennifer Brouhard

NAYS: None

ABSTAINED: None

ABSENT: Mike Hutchinson, Maximus Simmons - Student Director, Mariana Smith - Student Director

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the 
Governing Board of the Oakland Unified School District at a Regular Meeting held on February 11, 2026.

By:_________________________________________ 

 Denise G. Saddler 
  Interim Secretary, Board of Education 
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2/12/2026

COREY HOLLIS
Denise Gail Saddler



Additional Documents

Permission Slip

Health Services Form

Driver Declaration Form

Certificate of Insurance
Adult Participant Chaperone



Elmhurst United 229

JAMZ Nationals Cheer and Dance Competition 

02/18/2026 6:00 AM

02/21/2026 9:15 PM

Cheerleading Team

6-8 20 7

Eryn Swarn

eryn.swarn@ousd.org
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This trip is for the Elmhurst United cheerleading team to compete at the JAMMZ national cheer and dance
competition. On Wednesday we leave Oakland and arrive in Las Vegas. The students will have lunch,
homework time, and practice after check in at the hotel. After practice they will have free time before dinner
and lights out.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday are competition days. Saturday night Students and chaperones will depart and
arrive back to

Eryn Swarn, Shawn Hawkins, Aaron Pratt, Ryse Tottingham,

Christina Green

Non-OUSD Chaperones: Bonita Macadoo, Shareen Boykains

Students must get to OAK on their own. We will fly to and from Las Vegas. The hotel we will stay in will be the
hotel the competition is no additional travel will be required. We will have Uber service to take us to the hotel
and the Uber will bring us to the airport.

This trip aligns with Elmhurst United's CARE values in a few ways. We will show community and relationship
skills with each other by traveling, eating, and bonding with each other. We will show these values with other
bay area schools and teams by cheering them on. We will show an academic mindset by carving out
homework time and continuing to show the team that grades are important.
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Click here for approved bus company list
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Viet-Ly Gonzalez Approved 01/05/2026

Clifford Hong Approved 01/05/2026

Rebecca Littlejohn Approved 01/08/2026

Viet-Ly Gonzalez Approved 01/05/2026

Rebecca Littlejohn Approved 01/08/2026

Sondra Aguilera Approved 01/08/2026
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