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Outcomes: 

● Provide contextual information to inform ongoing discussions of 
Linked Learning Pathways in Alternative Education academic 
programs

● Understand the landscape of students supported via OUSD 
AltEd programs

● Gain insight into the strengths and challenges of implementing 
traditional Linked Learning Pathways in continuation and 
alternative schools



OUSD AltEd: By The Numbers

Enrollment: 

● 843 students in grades 9-12

● 9% overall enrollment in HSN (total 9-12 enrollment= 9,544)

Race/EthnicityGrade: 
● 9th: 11%
● 10th: 16%
● 11th: 23%
● 12th: 50%

Alternative Programs in the HS Network:
● 3 Continuation Programs
● 2 Alternative Schools of Choice

Newcomer Status (248 students total → 29% AltEd Students):

● Former Newcomer: 13%

● Year 1: 5%

● Year 2: 6%

● Year 3: 4%

● Year 4 (HS SIFE): 2%

Students Designated as English Learners:

● 41%

Student 

Enrollment AltEd % HSN %

African American 227 27% 23%

Asian 30 4% 11%

Filipino 3 0% 1%

Latino 466 55% 49%

Multiple Ethnicity 33 4% 6%

Native American 3 0% 0%

Not Reported 12 1% 2%

Pacific Islander 6 1% 1%

White 63 7% 8%

Gender: 
● Female: 52%
● Male: 47%
● N: ~1%



OUSD Alternative Education Programs

Dewey Academy 

(Continuation School)

Ralph J. Bunche Academy 

(Continuation School)

Rudsdale High School 

(Continuation School)

Sojourner Truth Virtual Academy 

(Independent Study Program)

Emiliano Zapata Street Academy 

(Street Academy)

https://www.ousd.org/dewey
https://www.rjbuncheacademy-ousd.org/
https://www.ousd.org/Page/7640
https://www.ousd.org/Page/7640
https://www.ousd.org/sojournertruth
https://www.ousd.org/sojournertruth
https://oaklandstreetacademy.org/
https://oaklandstreetacademy.org/


High School Linked Learning Office:

● Gary Middleton, Exec. Director, Alternative Education
● Lauren (Reid) Hulburd, Pathway Coach, Alternative Education

High School Sites:

● Alessandra Cabrera, Principal, Rudsdale High School
● Bukola Lawal, Principal, Street Academy
● Michael Merriman, Principal, Bunche Academy
● Staci Ross-Morrison, Principal, Dewey Academy
● Willie Thompson, Principal, Sojourner Truth Virtual Academy

OUSD Alternative Education 
Leadership Team



Alternative Education: 
Alternative Schools of Choice vs. Continuation

Alternative Schools of Choice Continuation Schools

The goals of alternative schools and programs of choice, as outlined in EC

Section 58500, are the following:

● Maximize the opportunity for students to develop the positive 

values of self-reliance, initiative, kindness, spontaneity, 

resourcefulness, courage, creativity, responsibility, and joy.

● Recognize that the best learning takes place when the student 

learns because of his or her desire to learn.

● Maintain a learning situation that encourages student motivation, 

time-management, and the ability to follow their own interests.

● Maximize the opportunity for teachers, parents, and students to 

cooperatively develop the learning process and its subject 

matter. This opportunity must be a continuous, permanent 

process.

● Maximize the opportunity for students, teachers, and parents to 

continuously react to the changing world, including, but not 

limited to, the community in which the school is located.

Continuation schools provide high school diploma programs designed to 

meet the needs of students: 

● Sixteen through eighteen years of age

● Have not graduated from high school

● Are not exempt from compulsory school attendance

● Are deemed at risk of not completing their education

California Education Code sections that provide for continuation education 

include sections 44865, 46170, 48400–48438, and 51055.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/as/asprogramsummary.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/ce/#:~:text=Continuation%20education%20is%20a%20high,education.%20California%20Education%20Code%20sections


Alternative Education: 
Graduation Requirements

Alternative Schools of Choice Continuation Schools

➔ Emiliano Zapata Street Academy (Street 

Academy)

➔ Sojourner Truth Virtual Academy 

(Independent Study) 

➔ Dewey Academy 

➔ Ralph J. Bunche Academy 

➔ Rudsdale High School 

Total Credits Needed for Graduation = 230 Total Credits Needed for Graduation = 190



Alternative Education: Enrollment

● Students have the option to enroll in Alternative Education schools if they seek 

credit recovery options and/or a small and personalized learning community. 

● Continuation Programs: Students must be 16 years old upon enrollment 

● Enrollment in Continuation Programs and Alternative Schools of Choice is 

voluntary

● Alternative Schools of Choice: Enroll through www.ousd.org/enroll for 

subsequent school year

● Continuation Programs: Rolling admissions; application submitted directly to 

Student Welcome Center

http://www.ousd.org/enroll






Linked Learning Pathways in AltEd

● Dewey Academy (Continuation School)

● Health and Fitness Pathway

● Ralph J. Bunche Academy (Continuation School)

● Hospitality, Recreation, and Tourism Pathway 

● Rudsdale High School (Continuation School)

● Technology Pathway and Health Pathways

● Sojourner Truth Virtual Academy (Independent Study 

Program)

● Technology Pathway

● Emiliano Zapata Street Academy (Street Academy)

● Education, Child Development, Family Services

The five AltEd sites listed were awarded Silver 
Certification by the Linked Learning Alliance in 2018.

Criteria to achieve Silver Certification include: 
Equitable Admissions Policy
Integrated Program of Study

Work-Based Learning
Integrated Student Supports

Silver certification is valid for two years. 
OUSD has not revisited certification since as a result 

of delays due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

For more information about Silver Certification, visit: 
https://www.linkedlearning.org/certification/silver-

certification

https://www.linkedlearning.org/certification/silver-certification


Evidence of Linked Learning Domains 
In AltEd: Promising Practices

Comprehensive Student Supports:
● Small learning communities
● Flexible credit recovery 

options
● Post-Secondary Plan 

Development: college and 
career 

● Financial aid awareness
● Individual case 

management

Work-Based Learning:
● Summer and school year 

internships
● Pathway aligned as well as 

diverse options
● Pathway-aligned 

exploration and paid 
internships through After 
School Program providers

Rigorous Academics:
● Standards-aligned, district-

adopted curriculum 
implementation

● Project-Based Learning 
experiences

● Pathway-themed capstone 
projects 

Career Technical Education: 
● CTE courses embedded in 

program of study 
● College and career 

exploration visits 
● Partnerships with pathway-

aligned  community-based 
organizations

● Guest speakers aligned 
with pathway industry 
themes



Linked Learning Pathways in AltEd: 
Implementation Challenges

● Students enroll every 6 or 12 weeks and stay 6 weeks to 2 years at Continuation 
Schools. This makes the traditional Linked Learning cohorting structure difficult to 
implement given the varied length of time a student spends in a continuation 
program.  

● Student motivation for attending Continuation and Alternative Schools of choice is 
generally credit recovery and alternative learning programs, rather than selection 
of pathway theme

● Academic core courses, specifically Math, English & Science are prioritized to help 
students recover credits and meet OUSD graduation requirements. This makes 
100% completion of CTE courses challenging and not always viable for all students 



Questions?


