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Outcomes:  

●  Provide additional information to inform ongoing discussion of 
Latino student outcomes and Latino Student Data Dashboard 
 

●  Understand the landscape of students supported via OUSD 
Newcomer programs & Newcomer-Focused HSLLO Initiatives 
 

●  Understand what supports and services are being provided to 
students in OUSD high schools via Newcomer and HSLLO 
programs 





OUSD Newcomer Support Team 
OUSD’s English Language Learner and Multilingual Achievement (ELLMA) 
Office has taken the lead district-wide to develop and support Newcomer programs 
in elementary and secondary schools.  

ELLMA Newcomer Instructional Team ELLMA Newcomer Services Team 

Julie Kessler is the Director of Newcomer and ELL 
Programs on the ELLMA team and supports the 
instructional and services teams for newcomers. 
 
Holly Darling  is the Secondary Newcomer 
Language Specialist focusing on support of 
Newcomers in all of our schools 6-12. 
 
Jessica Jung is the Elementary Newcomer Specialist 
supporting newcomer instruction K-5 and our 
Newcomer Teacher Leaders 

Nate Dunstan is the program manager for the 
Refugee and Newcomer Support Program that runs the 
newcomer welcome center 

 
Stephanie Noriega is the Program Manager for the 
Newcomer Wellness initiative that provides newcomer 
social workers to our high count newcomer secondary 
schools 



Students in OUSD Newcomer Programs:  
A Growing Demographic 

Newcomer enrollment has grown steadily 
before the pandemic and helped mitigate 
other enrollment decline across OUSD 
while shifting the demographics of the 
district. 

 
●  Newcomer population has more than 

doubled over the last decade. 
●  Newcomers now represent 35% of 

ELLs in OUSD 
●  8.5% of district enrollment are 

identified as Newcomers.  
●  Students from the Northern Triangle of 

Central America make up the majority 
of new newcomers. 

Large	numbers	of	
Unaccompanied	Immigrant	
Youth	begin	arriving	around	

2014-15	



  
 

Who are our Newcomers?	

By	Status	
Refugee		
Asylees	&	Asylum	Seekers	
●  Unaccompanied	Immigrant	

Youth	
●  Family	Units	
Undocumented	Youth	
Permanent	Residents	
	
	

By	Language	
	
	
	

By	Education	Level	
●  SIFE	
●  New	to	School	
●  No	interrupted	schooling	
	



Instructional Supports 

●  Ongoing professional learning with 
variety of entry points 

●  Curricular development and 
trainings 

●  Support for site-level program 
development and expansion 

Services 
●  District intake, screening and 

connection with basic necessities 
●  Medical/Calfresh/Calworks 
●  Referral to legal services  
●  Referral to employment training 

programs, community based 
organizations 

OUSD Newcomer System 
Supports 

Newcomer Support Staffing 
Provided at 16 Secondary Sites 
●  Newcomer Wellness Initiative has 

Social Workers placed at 7 high 
schools this year, providing direct 
clinical supports as well as Tier 1 
community building and system 
development work. 
○  Castlemont 
○  Fremont 
○  Madison Park Academy 
○  Oakland High 
○  Oakland International 
○  Rudsdale 
○  Skyline 

●  Many sites make additional 
investments using site-managed 
funds. 



HS Linked Learning Office Initiatives 
●  Newcomer Transition Specialists:  

○  Focused on seniors and students who have recently graduated (within 1-2 
years) 

○  Objective is to ensure a seamless transition to post-secondary training and/or 
employment 

○  Thirteenth Year Programming: 
■  Incentives 
■  Case management 
■  Leveraging pathway relationships 

○  At Rudsdale Newcomer, Oakland International, Castlemont, Across multiple 
sites with larger newcomer populations 

 
●  Newcomer Pathways  

○  Oakland High School, RISE Pathway 
○  Fremont High School 
○  Castlemont High School 



A Spotlight: Newcomer Student 
Pathway Support at Fremont High 
School 

While all newcomers students are in the NEST Program to accelerate English skills, newcomers have 
access to both career pathways, the Architecture Academy and the Media Academy: 
●  9th graders take a tour of both Pathway programs and listen to a student panel in their home language 

(Spanish, Mam, Arabic). 
●  10th-12th graders are placed in a Pathway with the support of the 9th grade Advisory teachers. 
●  10th-12th graders are enrolled in CTE sequences and CTE teachers support work-based learning 

opportunities (industry visits and presentations, applications to paid summer ECCCO internships). 
●  Full-time STIP Sub push-in to CTE courses at least once a week to support English Learners. 
●  All 11th graders participate in the Mock Interview Day.  11th grade newcomer (NEST) advisors 

participate in PD with Pathways.   
●  Any 9th-12th grader has access to a bilingual Career Transition Specialist for employment 

opportunities and work permits. 
●  All 12th graders have presentations and access over the College and Career Readiness Specialist to 

plan for post-secondary options (community college, 4 year universities, FAFSA/DREAM App, etc) and 
a full-time Academic Counselor (on-track, A-G, language assessments, adaptive schedule). 



A Spotlight: 
Newcomer 
Student 
Pathway at 
Oakland High 
School 



Questions? 


