
Oakland Schoolyard Initiative 



State Physical Fitness Scores for Garfield Elementary, 2004-5 

Why Schoolyards? 



Why Schoolyards? 

Outdoor exercise improves concentration in the 
classroom. 



Exposure to nature and natural features decreases 
stress and improves concentration. 

Why Schoolyards? 



Why Schoolyards? 

Community building 



Pilot Projects 
Garfield Elementary 

 

Urban Promise Academy 

 

Manzanita Community School 

Manzanita SEED 

 

Roosevelt Middle School 

 



The Schoolyard Design Process 



Staff 



Students 



Seeing a place through their eyes 



Analytical and problem solving skills 



Exposure to new professions 



Leadership experience 



Parents 



Parents 





Implementation 



Small grants and corporate volunteer days 



OUSD support 



Community Volunteer Days 



 

Outside Funding 



Garfield Elementary 



 

Urban Promise Academy 

 



Urban Promise Academy 

 



Manzanita Community School 

Manzanita SEED 

 



Roosevelt Middle School 

 



Oakland Schoolyard Initiative 


