
 

 
 

 
Board Cover Memorandum 

 
To 

 
Board of Education 
 

From Sam Davis, Board Vice President 
Natalie Gallegos-Chavez, Student Board Director 
Linh Le, Student Board Director 

  
Meeting Date 
 

September 14, 2022 
 

Subject Resolution No. 2223-0029 - Endorsing Measure S on the November 8, 2022 General 
Municipal Election Ballot 
 

  
Ask of the 
Board 

Introduction of Resolution No. 2223-0029 - Endorsing Measure S on the November 8, 
2022 General Municipal Election Ballot as a new legislative matter 

  
Background  Measure S has been placed on the November 8, 2022 Oakland Municipal Election ballot 

by a vote of the Oakland City Council. if adopted by voters, Measure S would permit 
the City Council, by adoption of an ordinance, to authorize Oakland noncitizen 
residents who are the parents, legal guardians, or legally recognized caregivers of a 
child residing in Oakland to vote for the Office of Director of Education for the Oakland 
Unified School District Board of Education. 

  
Discussion If adopted by the Board, the proposed Resolution would endorse Measure S on behalf 

of the Board.  
  
Fiscal Impact N/A 
  
Attachment  Resolution No. 2223-0029 - Endorsing Proposition 28 on the November 8, 2022 

General Municipal Election Ballot 

 Measure S 

Board Office Use: Legislative File Info. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Resolution No. 2223-0029 
 

 Endorsing Measure S on the November 8, 2022 General Municipal Election Ballot 
 
WHEREAS, Measure S has been placed on the November 8, 2022 Oakland General Municipal 
Election ballot by a vote of the Oakland City Council; 
 
WHEREAS, if adopted by the voters, Measure S would permit the City Council, by adoption of an 
ordinance, to authorize Oakland noncitizen residents who are the parents, legal guardians, or 
legally recognized caregivers of a child residing in Oakland to vote for the Office of Director of 
Education for the Oakland Unified School District Board of Education; 
 
WHEREAS, noncitizens make up 14% of Oakland’s population; 
 
WHEREAS, noncitizens include documented immigrants, lawful permanent residents on work 
visas, and undocumented immigrants; 
 
WHEREAS, according to the City of Oakland, there are over 13,000 noncitizen parents, guardians, 
and caregivers who send their children to school in Oakland; 
 
WHEREAS, in 2021-22, there are over 3,000 newcomer students enrolled in OUSD, most of who 
have noncitizen parents, guardians, and caregivers; 
 
WHEREAS, currently, thousands of Oakland families are currently disenfranchised and cannot 
vote for the elected officials that make the key decisions impacting their children’s education, 
while other Oakland residents, including those without children, do have a vote in school board 
elections; 
 
WHEREAS, the involvement of families in their children’s schools correlates with the academic 
performance of children, and research shows that noncitizen familial involvement in school 
matters can increase students’ academic performance; 
 
WHEREAS, noncitizen residents are required to pay local, state, and federal taxes; 
 
WHEREAS, noncitizen voting has existed at the local level in the United States in many different 
forms - e.g., New York City permitted noncitizens to vote in school board elections from 1968 
through 2003 and a June 2014 report from the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership 
at the City College of New York notes that “[n]oncitizen voting was widespread during the colonial 
and Civil War eras, and it was legal in 22 states in 1875”; 
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WHEREAS, the current exclusion of noncitizens from the electorate is rooted in racism and 
xenophobia, not unlike poll taxes, voter intimidation, grandfather clauses, felon 
disenfranchisement laws, and restrictive voter registration; 
 
WHEREAS, a growing coalition of Oakland individuals, families, teachers, immigrants, community 
members and community-based organizations, spanning the immigrant rights and educational 
justice community, have come together with the shared belief that all families who reside in 
Oakland and who have children in school - regardless of their citizenship status - should have an 
equal say in school board elections; 
 
WHEREAS, citywide support for a noncitizen voting measure is strong, with 68% of voters 
expressing support for such a measure; 
 
WHEREAS, many localities across the country - such as Chicago, San Jose, and San Francisco - are 
exploring measures to restore or grant the right for noncitizens to vote; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education hereby endorses and is in full 
support of the passage of Measure S. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District this ___ 
day of __________, 2022, by the following vote:  
 
PREFERENTIAL AYE: 
 
PREFERENTIAL NOE: 
 
PREFERENTIAL ABSTENTION: 
 
PREFERENTIAL RECUSE: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAINED: 
 
RECUSED: 
 
ABSENT: 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
We hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a Resolution passed at the 
Meeting of the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District held on   
 , 2022. 
 

 Legislative File  

File ID Number:  

Introduction Date: 9/14/2022 

Enactment Number:  

Enactment Date:  

By:  

 

OAKLAND UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Gary Yee 
President, Board of Education 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Sondra Aguilera 
Acting Superintendent and Secretary, Board of 
Education 
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