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Central will at least reach safe harbor and may exit Program Improvement. Principal Pablo Sanchez
claims, “I could not have made these gains without my parents, and [ could not have worked with these
parents had we not had School2Home and its technology-enabled programs for parents and teachers.” By
completing the School2Home training, parents learned to access district student information portals where
they could view the grades, daily homework assignments, and dates for important upcoming events at the
school. Teachers were trained on how to leverage these and other web-based applications to engage
parents more effectively and strategically. During the training parents also learned how to ask the right
questions of teachers and staff, gaining information to help them support their child’s academic success.
Parents from Central are now demanding the same level of technology access for their students at  USD
high schools. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) selected RUSD to participate in a pilot
program to see how e-rate rules might be altered to pay for broadband access at home. The FCC noted
the lessons learned and student gains that RUSD established through its collaboration with
School2Home. RUSD will be implementing School2Home as part of the FCC pilot, reaching 3 additional
middle schools (4 in all) and extending School2Home’s reach in this District to approximately 4,000
students and their teachers and 160 teachers.

Stevenson Middle School at LAUSD has consistently been identified as one of the lowest performing
schools in the district and state. This was partially attributed to its distinction as one of the largest middle
schools in the state with over 2,000 students. The adults on the campus had a hard time creating a sense of
order during the school day; students were often found skipping schools or roaming the campus rather
than in the classrooms learning; and parents were not involved. After 2 years of School2Home
implementation, Stevenson has seen a dramatic increase in parent involvement, with 96% of the nearly
1,400 6" and 7" grade parents attending the training. Improved communication between teachers and
parents also occurred, attributed to School2Home email accounts and training. In recognition of the
progress at Stevenson, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa presented the school with a recognition
award for its outstanding parent engagement gains and program. Across the board, teachers noted a more
engaged student body and improvements in student attitudes. Periodic assessments on academic
achievement at Stevenson are mixed. The assessments indicate that 6™ and 7th graders served by the
program thus far have seen an improvement of 11.3% and 6.1% respectively in the English language Arts
periodic assessments administered during the year. The 8™ graders served by the program for 2 years,
started to show gains in 2011, an encouraging ' after years of relatively flat scores. As noted for
Riverside, the CST data for 2012 has not yet been released. But as the Principal Gonzalez and his team
note,” the culture change will take time and the changes in parent involvement, attendance and student
engagement are all powerful indicators that we are on an upward trend.”

Prior to developing School2Home, CETF collaborated with numerous groups to achieve measurable
improvements in student achievement, attainment and retention in low-income communities. These
programs have served more than 22,000 students in the last three years and have much success to report:
higher attendance, better attention in class, extended the learning day, increased parent involvement,
higher graduation rates and higher college attendance. Some specific examples of CETF’s work include:

Take IT Home, delivered by Computers for Youth over three years, focuses on improving the home
learning environment for 2,000 low income middle school students and their families by providing
computers, educational software and workshops that support academic development in core subject areas.
An evaluation of 122 students by ETS found the Take IT Home program, in 2006 year, produced the
following findings: a 14% increase in mat ~ scores, a direct connection between home computing,
student engagement and performance, and increased parent confidence in helping their child learn.

CETF has also helped strengthen the Neighborhood Technology Learning Continuum offered by the
Youth Institute (Y1) at the YMCA of Greater Long Beach over three years teaches high end digital media
skills to 3,000 elementary, 1,650 middle school and 450 high school students. A California State
University Long Beach evaluation found that, compared with other youth in the district not attending with
similar demographic backgrounds the evaluation, more YPI participations graduated form high school
((92%) compared to their counterparts (81%).



















